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Addendum

[1l1. REPORTS ON | MPLEMENTATI ON
(Agenda items 5, 6 and 7)

A. Statement by the Associate Adm ni strator of
the United Nations Devel opnent Programme

1. In his opening statenment, the Associate Adm nistrator of UNDP noted the
significant increase in the interest in TCDC and Sout h- South cooperation in the
recent past as a strategy for ensuring the effective participation of the
devel opi ng countries in the emerging gl obal econonmic order. He referred to the
Sout h- Sout h Conference on Trade, Finance and |nvestnment, held in San José, Costa
Rica, from13 to 15 January 1997 and the New Del hi conference of the Myvenent of
Non- Al i gned Countries which identified practical initiatives to advance such
cooperation. He also referred to the inportance placed on Sout h-South
cooperation in the reform proposals of the Secretary-General

2. He stated that the increased interest in TCDC was partly due to the
availability of relevant technical capacities in the devel oping countries,
especially in East Asia and Latin Anerica. He indicated that increased |evels
of growth in the devel oping countries, coupled with the denographic revol ution
whi ch woul d | ocate an increased proportion of the world's population in the
South, were likely to shift the dynam cs of growth to the devel oping countries
nmaki ng TCDC all the nore inportant as a strategy of developnent. He also stated
that gl obalizati on demanded i ncreased cooperation anong devel opi ng countries so
that the | ess devel oped anong them were not narginalized.
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3. He mentioned that in recognition of those devel opments the Hi gh-Ieve

Conmittee at its ninth session had adopted the new directions strategy focusing
on such priority issues as trade and investnment, poverty eradication,

envi ronnent, production and enpl oyment and nacro-economnic policy formulation and
nmanagenent; seeking operational integration between TCDC and ECDC, identifying
TCDC pivotal countries and involving themin cooperative undertakings with other
devel opi ng countries; and expandi ng the TCDC I nformati on Referral System (I NRES)
into a nulti-dinensional user-friendly informati on system

4. Regardi ng the inplenentation of the new directions strategy, the Associate
Adm ni strator highlighted a nunber of initiatives supported by the Special Unit
for TCDC in respect of the Programme of Action for the Sustainabl e Devel opnent
of Small |sland Devel oping States, Asia-Africa cooperation in the context of the
Bandung Framework for Asia-Africa Cooperation, and cooperation between Latin
Anerica and the economies in transition in East Europe and Central Asia. He
also referred to other efforts such as the exchange of experiences anong snal
enterprises, replication of successful poverty eradication neasures in Latin
Anerica and the Caribbean, formation of technical networks on biosystematics in
Sout h- East Asia, the Pacific region and East Africa, the establishment of the
International Network on Small Hydropower and the support provided to the G oup
of 77, the South Centre and the Third World Network (TWN) to identify policy
options for trade and investnment and to enabl e the devel oping countries to
respond to the chall enges and opportunities of globalization

5. The Associate Administrator stated that the el aboration of the programmatic
framework for the pronotion of TCDC enshrining the new directions strategy was
provided in the TCDC cooperation franework for the period 1997-1999. The
framework covered two broad areas of activities, nanely, support for sustainable
human devel opment and the pronotion of TCDC. The effort would be facilitated by
the separate allocation of resources for TCDC by the Executive Board and the
resources likely to be avail able under the Trust Fund for South-South
cooperation established in accordance with the provisions of General Assenbly
resol ution 50/119 of 20 Decenber 1995.

6. He expressed the hope that the three main reports providing information on
i mpl ementation of TCDC and its pronotion by the United Nations devel opnment
system suppl enented by the presentations to be nade by sel ected del egati ons on
their TCDC experiences would help the High-level Conmttee to carry out an
in-depth review of TCDC and to provi de gui dance on the subject.

B. Introduction of the reports by the Director of the Specia
Unit for Technical Cooperation anong Devel opi ng Countries -
highlights of the progress reports

7. The Director of the Special Unit for TCDC i ntroduced the follow ng three
reports submitted for the consideration of the H gh-level Committee:

(a) Review of progress nmade in inplenenting the Buenos Aires Plan of
Action, the decisions of the H gh-level Committee and the recomendati ons of the
Sout h Commi ssi on (TCDC/ 10/ 2) ;
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(b) Progress made in the inplenmentation of the new directions strategy for
TCDC (TCDC/ 10/ 3);

(c) Consideration of the reports of the Adm nistrator (TCDC/ 10/4) on
i mpl ement ation of the guidelines for the review of policies and procedures for
TCDC and on organi zati onal and supportive arrangenents for TCDC

Revi ew of progress made in inplenmenting the Buenos Aires Plan of Action,
the decisions of the H gh-level Commttee and the recomrendati ons of the
Sout h Commi ssi on

8. The report provides an analytical summary of the information received from
menber Governnents, organizations and agencies of the United Nations devel opnent
system and sel ect intergovernnmental and non-governnental organizations on the
policies and activities undertaken to pronote and apply TCDC during the

bi enni um 1995- 1996.

9. Despite internal institutional, attitudinal and resource constraints, TCDC
continues to be a nodality w dely used by devel oping countries in bilateral
subregional, regional and interregional arrangenents. Al responding countries
recogni ze the need to foster understanding of the concept of TCDC and its
procedures and nechani sms and to adopt effective TCDC policies. Sensitization
wor kshops, strengthening of national focal points and the identification of
capaci ties and needs have recei ved considerabl e enphasis in nbst countri es.

10. A nunber of countries allocated significant resources for TCDC activities
fromtheir national budgets, and/or UNDP country allocations. This is
particularly true of countries such as Benin, Bhutan, Brazil, Chile, China,

Col onbi a, Ecuador, El Sal vador, Ghana, Haiti, Indonesia, |India, Mlaysia,

Ni geri a, Pakistan, Panamm, Paraguay, Sanmpa, Sri Lanka, Seychelles, the Republic
of Korea, Thailand, Tunisia, and Turkey.

11. A nunber of regional institutions such as the Latin American Econonic
System (SELA), non-governnental organizations such as TWN, as well as

i ntergovernnental organizations such as the South Centre have played an active
role in the pronotion of TCDC and ECDC

12. Only three devel oped countries nanmely, Austria, France and the Netherl ands,
have i ndicated specific assistance in support of TCDC. But nany devel oped
countries directly or indirectly support TCDC, Japan, for exanple, allocated

$2 million for South-South cooperation during 1997.

13. In UNDP, an effort has been nmade by the regional bureaux and country
offices to integrate TCDC i n national and regi onal technical cooperation
programmes. |In Africa-Asia cooperation efforts, Latin Anerica and Conmpnweal t h

of I ndependent States cooperation progranmes, regional programmes in Arab states
and regional cooperation programes in Asia and the Pacific, the regiona

bureaux have played inportant roles, sonetinmes initiating and on other occasions
supporting cooperation programes.

14. The Special Unit for TCDC continues to serve as a catal yst and an active
partner with national Governnents and organi zati ons and agencies of the United

l...
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Nati ons systemin pronoting and nmonitoring the gl obal application of TCDC

During the fifth cycle the Special Unit supported in excess of 130 interventions
globally in four broad categories of activities: (a) pronotion and
sensitization; (b) enhancenent of national capacities for the managenent of

TCDC;, (c) capacities and needs matchi ng exerci ses and subject-specific

wor kshops; and (d) the sponsorship of studies and evaluations in respect of TCDC
activities.

15. O her organi zati ons and agencies of the United Nations devel opment system
have simlarly played an active role in supporting TCDC, both in terms of

articul ating approaches to the concept in their respective areas of conpetence
and in executing specific TCDC projects. For exanple, the United Nations
Conference on Trade and Devel opnent (UNCTAD) has been particularly active in the
pronotion of South-South trade and finance; the United Nations Industria

Devel opnent Organi zation (UNIDO in supporting Goup of 77 initiatives for
cooperation; FAO in introducing a specific nechanismfor use of technica
resources of the devel oping econom es; and | LO UNFPA and WHO i n appl yi ng the
TCDC nodal ity through decentralization of their operations to the regions and
subregions. The regi onal econom ¢ comm ssions have contributed significantly to
advanci ng Sout h- Sout h cooperation by pronoting regi onal and subregi ona
cooperation in different fields.

16. It is difficult to assess accurately the exact |evel of resources allocated
by the United Nations devel opment systemin support of TCDC. However, it is
estimated that UNDP al | ocated approximately $50 nmillion during the biennium
1995- 1996.

17. Despite the considerable progress nmade in recent years in pronoting TCDC, a
nunber of policy-related, institutional, attitudinal and procedural problens
woul d need to be addressed if the full potential of TCDCis to be realized.
First, many devel oping countries still need consciously to integrate TCDC as a
central elenent of their national devel opnent strategy. Second, they need to
put in place appropriate institutional arrangenments to support the effective
functioning of TCDC focal points with both human and financial resources.

Third, considerable attitudinal barriers still need to be overconme. Finally,
financing of TCDC woul d need to be substantially increased by all devel opnent
partners through allocations fromnational budgets of devel oping countri es,
earnmarked aid of donor countries for triangular cooperation and nmai nstrean ng of
TCDC in the activities of nmultilateral donor agencies.

Progress made in the inplenmentation of the new directions strategy for technica

cooperation anong devel opi ng countri es

18. The report presents a brief outline of the new directions strategy and
identifies initiatives that have been inplenmented in support of the strategy.
Speci fic exanples of such initiatives relate to support provided for the

i npl enentation of the small island devel oping States technical assistance
programe; followup to the United Nations Conference on Human Settl enents
(Habitat 11) in terms of exchange of successful urban managenent experiences;
cooperati on between Latin American countries and the economies in transition in
East Europe and Central Asia; the replication of successful poverty eradication
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experiences in Latin Anmerica; and the establishment of bio-systematics networks
in East Asia, the Pacific and East Africa.

19. An exanple of targeting the private sector is the programme of exchange of
experiences anong snall enterprises while the increased links with

non- governmental organi zations is reflected in the support provided to TWN
These initiatives reflect a conscious strategy of incorporating new actors in
the inplenentation of TCDC. An effort to reorient capacity and needs matching
exercises is reflected in the Haiti exercise and the follow up action in respect
of the Bangl adesh exercise. The establishnment of the International Network on
Smal | Hydropower in Hangzhou province in China represents a noteworthy

achi evenent in the area of the environment. A TCDC/ ECDC |inkage is also
reflected in the support provided to the South-South Conference on Trade,

Fi nance and | nvestnent held at San José.

20. A nunber of countries have been identified as pivotal countries to serve as
catal ysts for the pronotion of TCDC as envisaged in the new directions strategy.
As an inportant elenment of the new directions strategy, TCDC-INRES i s being
updat ed and expanded into a nulti-dinensional user-friendly information system

21. The TCDC technical cooperation framework for 1997-1999 will serve as the
main i nstrunment for inplementing the new directions strategy. It will be
facilitated by the separate allocation of funds by the Executive Board of UNDP
and the setting up by the General Assenbly of a Trust Fund for South-South
cooperation. The allocation of $2 mllion by the Governnent of Japan for
Sout h- Sout h cooperation has been used to fund a nunber of projects.

22. The framework document envisages activities in two broad categori es,
nanmel y, support for sustainable human devel opnent objectives and pronotion of
TCDC. It also sets out the principles and criteria that will govern the

i mpl ement ation of the various programmes and projects to be carried out within
this framework.

Consi deration of reports of the Admi nistrator

23. This report is in tw parts. The first part deals with the inplementation
of the guidelines for the review of TCDC policies and procedures by the United
Nat i ons devel opnent system The organi zations of the United Nations devel opnent
system have found the guidelines to be effective and they have facilitated the
expansi on of the use of TCDC. A nunber of these organi zati ons have benefited
fromsensitization efforts and decentralization arrangenments and many of them
are continuing to el aborate these guidelines in accordance with their particul ar
needs.

24. In view of the continued validity of these guidelines, it was decided to
acquire nore experiences with thembefore reporting to the Adm nistrative
Committee on Coordination. They will, however, be reviewed in the neeting of

t he agency focal points follow ng the Hi gh-level Conmttee neeting.

25. The second part deals with organi zati onal and supportive arrangenents for
TCDC. Information on staffing of the Special Unit and the resources avail abl e
for progranm ng during the bienniumis provided. During the 1992-1996 cycl e,

l...
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the Unit allocated $11.4 mllion for the funding of various projects. In 1996

it also received an allocation of $2 mllion from Japan. For 1997-1999 the
resource availability is estimated at $16.9 nmillion and additional funds are
expected fromthe Trust Fund for South-South cooperation



