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Vilth INSTITUTIONALIZED MINISTERIAL MEETING
RIO GROUP - EUROPEAN UNION
7 snd 8 April 1997
Noordwifk Declaration
INTRODUCTION ’

1. The Viith ministerisl meeting of the Ria Group and the European Union, institutionalized
in the Rome Dasclaration of 20 December 1990, was held in the city of Noordwlilk on
7 and 8 Aprit 1897, in accordance with the Daclaration of the Vith ministerial mooting
held in Cochabamba on 15 and 18 April 1996.

r Political Dlslogue

2. Ministers emphasized the considersbla progress within the framework of tha political
dialogue between the two regions, as initiated by the Romea Declaration and
consclidated by the ministarial meetings in Luxembcurg, Santiago de Chile,
Copenhagen, Sao Psulo, Paris and Cochabamba.

3. Ministers acknoviledged the impartance of te twa regions’ historical, cuitural, political
and economic relations and the shared values and Idaals of respect for human rights and
the rule of lsw which underpin the institutionalized politica! dialogue and direct the
cooperation betwaen both parties.

4.  They reaffirmed thelr governments’ commitment to the validity of npmson't?ﬁve
democracy, political pluralism and full association of civil society in the political .
declision-making process snd their firm determination to ensure respect for human rights
and fundamental freedoms.

They reitersted their governments' commirmant to good governance, to M'd‘d‘:‘? and
strengthen public institutions as effective instruments of the rule of law and, in this
context, they agreed to strengthan their cooperation.




" Ministers underlined the importance of United Nations General Assembly Re
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In this context, they underdined the meed to womoate aduculst Yor democracy thareby
ancouraging the davelopment of a political culture which can help to strengthen the
demacrstic principles and values on which »ur palinoa! systems ore based. Ministecs
olso reaftirmud their satisfaction with exiating souperatiun hetwaen the two regions in
this field and expressed their willingness "¢ step up cooperntian und exchange of
existing sxperience In this area as a fund+ -ental contribution o the full consolidation

and elaboration of democracy.

Ministers expreased their satisfaction at the dialogue recentiy establishad on confidence
and security building measures bstwaen the Rio Group and the European Union. They
stated that the seminars held in Punta de! Este in 1998 snd in Quito in November 1996
had served to intensify the exchange of views snd further strangthen relations in this

Ministers agreed to continue to exchange Infarmation and experience in vrder to
conaclidate a climste of conlidence which wauld make It possibie to reduce the risks of
conflicts and reinforce peace and securlty raspecting international law and treaties.
They decided to Mdid s further seminar in Balivis in the second half of 1987, which
would submit specific proposals for cooperation in this field.

Ministers strongly condemned all acts of terrorism, in all its forms and manifestations,
as crimina! and unjustifiable, wherever and by whomsocevaer committed.

They undertined their Joint commitment to fighting this acaourge, which undermines
peaceful co-existence and Impeirs the rule of law. They urged all States to ratify the

refevant international conventions.

solution

$1/210 snd they stressed the neod further to strengthen their cooperation, as well as

with other Ststes. in order to prevent, combat and eliminate terrorism in all its forms
and manifestations.

Ministers furthermore repeated their condemnation of all forms of raciam and )
xenophobla. which constitute an assault on the dignity and the fundamental rights of

the human being.

Ministers welcomed tha signing of a Firm and Lasting Pesce Accord in Guatemala
on 29 December 1996 between the Government of Guatemala and the URNG pmmllas.
They invited both parties to observe the substance of the commitments made in the

Agreements signed. They expressed satisfsction at the resuits schieved at the maeeting

of the Consuitative Group for Guatemala hald in Brussels in January 1997.

Ministers emphasized the importance of the interpariiamentary political dialogue
between both regions and advocsted Intensifying it.
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10. The European Union and the Rio Group Mave commoen wawa on many global issues.
Recalling their agreement in Cochabamba to contirue to daevelop the dialogue within the
framework of the United Natlons. Ministers agread 1o explore at all ievels the scope for
bringing closer together the positions of the two regions snd tha possibilities for
cooperation on matters of mutual interest in international fora.

Ministers agreed to meet in New York on the occasion of the 52nd Un-ft-d Nations

Geanaral Assembly.

11. Ministers noted the prograss achieved in tha economic intogrstion procoss and pollitical
cooperation. both in Latin America and the Caribbean, as well ss In Ewope. This
process should create a ckmeate conducive to sconomic develapment and further

rapprachement within esch reglon.

12. Ministers weicomed the progress made betweaen Latin America and the EU, in particular
the prompt implementatior: of the new agresments with Mercasur and Chile. as

well a3 the wark in progress towards & new agresment with Mexico, the
institutionalizetion of the palitical dialngue batwesn tha EU and the Andean Community,
end the positive outcome of tha San José Xilith Ministeris! Conferencs batween the EU
and Central America and of the (Vth High Level Ecoromic and Commercis! Meeting
between the EU and the Rio Group.

13. Ministers reiterated their firm political will to continue to promots institutionaiization of
these processes of subragionsl and bilateral rapprochement and weicomed the
implementation of the instruments and mechanisms provided for therein.

14 The Ministers expressed their intorest in the proposals for a Summit of. Hesds of State
and Gavernmant in order to strengthen relations between the two regions.

l Susteinable Development I

15. Ministers emphasized the necessity of promoting sustsinable development which
encompaesses economic, social and technologicsl as well as snvironmental dimensions
and reconciies the needs of sconomic growth and nreservation of the environment. In
this regard, thay recelied their perception of sustainsble development, as reflacted in the

Cochabambe Declaration.

They stressed that sustsinable development was s comprehensive concept, implying
human smpowerment. the reduction of social differences snd poverty slisviation withi
a demooratic tremework. They alsc expressed concem at the continuing deteriorstion

of the globel environment, including worsening trends in environmentsi poliution and the
degradation of natursl resources.
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16. Recalling the rasults of the World Summit - Satial Development in Copenhagen,

17.

18.

19.

Ministers stressed that the fight sgalnst pova:ty arn sacis! waclusion constitutes a basic
objective of both regions. They expresasd suppor: for nseasures and actions aimed at
improving canditions of less-favoured grcups of society, including indigenous
communities. They also undarlined in this context their willingness to promote
women'’s rights and equal participation In dacision-making processes in sccordance with
the agreements adopted at the Fourth World Women's Conference in Beiing. In
particular as regards the araas of heaith, education, housing and emplaymant, Ministers
agreed to encourage cooperation projects based on an integrated approech end directed

towards sustainsble development.

They emphasized the private sector’'s important contribution to the attainment of
sustained economic growth and sgreed on the importance of creating incentives for
economic activities compstibie with the strategy of sustainable development.

‘Reaffirming their.gupport for the follow-uLp to the conclusions of the United Nations

Confarence on EnVironmant and Development held in Rio de Janekro in 1992, they
expressad thair confidance that the Special Session of the United Nations General
Assembly to be held in June 1997 will be an opportunity ta restate the politioal will in
favour of sustainable developmant and ths fulfilment of the principles and commitments
of the Earth Summit and Agenda 21. They expressed their satisfaction at the activities
undertaken within the context of the Convention on Climste Changs, the Convention on
Biodiversity, the Convention on Combating Desaertification and the Montreal Protocol on
Ozone Depleting Substances, as well as of the Intergovernmental Panel on Forests. In
this regard, they agreed siso to collaborate closely at the future Special Session of the
United Nations General Assembly snd to secure follow-up of the commitments made.

Ministers alsoc underlinad the importance of implementing the respective commitments

made et the Conference on Populstion and Development in Cairo, the World Food
Summit in Rome in November 1938 and the Confarence on Human Settiements
(Habltat il) in Istanbul. They pointed, moreaver, to the substantial contributions by the
Summit of the Americas for Sustainable Deveslopment held in Sents Cruz de ia Slerra
(Bolivis) in December 1996 and its action plan.

in this connection, they underiined the need for support and cooperation at bilatersi,
multilateral, regionsl and subregional levels to make it possible to implement action in

the abovementioned areas.

Ministers stressed that austainable develapmont should become & matter of long-term
importance in the dialogue between the EU and the Rio Group. They agreed to
strengthen their dislogue in this respect to facilitate closer colleboration in the
appropriate Iinternational fora.

in this comoh. they welcomed the fact that a seminer on this subject was held In the

. Netherlands, in February 18987, under the Dutch Presidency, organized by IRELA,

Ministers agreed that this seminar had been a good opportunity to exchsnge information
and opinions end it may be repeated In the future.
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M-’
u Economy, trade and cooparation }j '

20.

21.

22.

Ministers emphasized their commitment to xpply the principles of multilaterslism in thair
trade relations; they expressed their rescive to strengthen tha WTO as the appropriate

forum for resolving trade disputes.

In that connection, Ministers reiterated thair firm rejaction of any unilataral measure,
heving extraterritorial offect contrary to international law and to establishod free trade
rules. They egreed that such practices pose a great thraat to muyltilateralisen,

They expressed satisfaction at the positive cooperation astablished between both
regions at the first World Trade QOrganization (WTQ) Ministerial Meeting held in
Singapore in December 1996 and restate 4 :heir willingness to impiement sit the
commitments mafle during the Uruguay Found and the urgent need of successfully
completing the remaining negotistions.

in this connection, they agreed thst there should be consideration of the specis! and
ditforential treatment in favour of developing countrias as elready esteblished in the
WTO Agresment.

Miniaters acknowiedged the fact that both regions agreed on the pnnelplcs. of open
regionslism snd muitilaterslism; they also emphasized that regional integration should be
supported when it is 8 means of snsuring that developing countries are harmoniously

" . and progressively brought into the global economy and that lasting growth is achieved.

23.

24,

As regards bi-regionsl trade reistions, they noted with satisfaction the fact that Latin
America and the Caribbean has emerged as one of the most dynamic markets for the
Europosn Union. The Eurcpesn Union likewise continues to be one of the moat i
important markets for Latin America and the Caribbesn. With regard to the trede deficit
which Lstin America has had with the European Union since 1993, they undertook to
endeavour to snzlyze meens by which trade exchanges could be increased.

Ministars stressed the results of the IVth High Level Economic and Commerclal Meating
held in Bruasels in November 1996, and confirmed the imporunco. of this spacial forum
for continuaus dialogue in exchanging points of view an topics of interast ta bath
regions.

Ministers sccordingly agreed to convene the Vth High Level Economic and Commerciel
Maeting to take place in the second haif of 1997.
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25. Ministers pointed to the role played by investment in thav mutusl relations and repested

20,

27.

28.

29.

30.

3.

their undertaking to foster initiatives simed at increasing invastments, including tho
signhing of bilateral double taxation agresments, as ‘weoll as bilateral invastment
promotion and protection agreements. In this connection, the Ministers stressed the
importance of the pratection of intellectual property . They expressed satistaction at
the growing Importance of the Latli, Amaricen region as a magnet for direct foreign
investmen? and pointed to the mutusl advantage of increased European participation in
the process.

Thay sisc noted the growth in foreign investment in the Latin American ragion, a trend
which had been maintained in 1996, with the European Union being one of the major
investors in the region.

Ministers expressed their support for the work on investments carrled out by the World
Trade Organization with the support of UNCTAD and for the setting up of working
groups on Investments and competitio~ policy within the WTO.

Q

Ministers welcomed the holding of the Seminar an the “Impsct of non-roqu_lated capital
movement in the relations betwaen the European Union and the Rio Group”. heid in
Rome on 6 and 7 May 1996.

Ministers exprassad their satisfection at the projects carried out in Latin America by the
Europsen Investment Bank in the first three years, and at renewal of its mandate to
continua Iits cperations in the region.

In this connaction they exprassed their interest in the EIB increasing its actlvities in
Latin America.

Ministers recagnized the importance of the coogeration between the European .Umon
and the Rio Group. The Europsan Union is the main cooperation partner lr3 Latin
Amaerica and the Caribboan, and they agreed to strengthen and step up this cooperation,
taking into account the specia! circumstances of each country and focusing on the
needs of the poorest populations. In particular, they emphasized horlzontal cooperation
programmas, such as AL-INVEST, ECIP, AL-URE, URB-AL, aa woell as the

ALFA acedemic and scientific exchange programme. They likewise expressed their
confidence that the criteria for such cooperation would be accotded by both sides.

. . . . 1 jon
They again acknowladgad the CEFIR programme in the tield of regions! integration,
expressed sstisfaction that the project had bean p_rolomod !_or a further two v“f::ﬂd
stressed the relevance of establishing the mechanisms permitting it to continue 8
expand its work.

In
They emphasized that cacperation in science and technology is an important elament
the dislogue betwesn tha two regions. In this respect, they agreed to 8tep Up thelr
participstion in the torthcoming Vth Framework Programmae on Research sgd ration
Developmant, taking Into account reciprocsl interests, to promote sclentif ;?OPO Y
of excellence. favouring the inserticn of the Latin American countries In glo wai':ommed‘
and increesing the presence of Europesn companies in Latin Amaerics. Th.voaob-r
the dialogue betwaan the two regions sarted at the Madrid Conference Inﬂ e o
1996 and agreed that it should be continued, taking into account thg priorities :ﬁon "
Rio Group and guaranteeing improved access to scientific and technical cooper.
excellencs.
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32. Ministers welcomed the progross achioved in Latin American and Caribbean energy
integration and promised to step up efforts to enlarge snergy cooperation between the
Eurupean Union and the countrius of the Rio Group with a view to fostering fres trade
and intra-regional investment.

ﬂ Cooperation in the fight against drugs I

33. Ministers considersd that the principles of co-responsibility and international cooperstion
are essentia! in dealing effectively with problems with globel implications such as the
fight against drugs, orgenized crime snd money-laundering. These problems require
concerted solutions Invoiving multilatsral engagements and commitments by all the
parties concerned.

34. Within the framework of the principle of co-responsiblility sccapted by both regions,
Ministers undedti the importance of continuing to intensify the high level dialogue on
drugs, inchuding the apeclalized disiogus berween the EU and the Andesn Community.,
and their willingness to step up cooperation in this fisld. including by implementing the
agreements siroady signed on chemical precursors. They took note with sstisfaction of
the conclusions of the Dublin Europesn Council of 1996.

38. They weicomed the axtraordinary session of the General Assembly of the
United Nations, to be held during 1998 with the objective of discussing the problem of
illegal drugs; they stressed their commitment to work for a successful outcoms to this
.. meeting, with a view to reiterating the will of the international community, as set out in
UN Resolution $1/64. to fight drugs inaluding by implementing the axisting global
strategy. the UN globael plan of sction.

38. In order to intensify this cooperation, ministers agreed on the holding of a meeting of
experts during 1997 within the framework of the BU-Rio Group dislogue.

37. Ministers expressed their gratitude to the peaple snd the Government of the Kingdom of
the Netheriands tor their hospitality and for the organization which hed made a success
of the Viith institutionafized Ministaria! Meeting betwesen the Rio Group and the
Europesn Union.

38. Ministers thanked the Government of Panama for its offer to host the '
Viiith Institutionalized Ministerisl Mesting between the Rio Group and the Eurapean
Union on 12-13 February 1998.




