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TO THE PRESI DENT OF THE SECURI TY COUNCI L

| have the honour to refer to the elections held on 13 and 14 April 1997 in
the regi on of Eastern Slavonia, Baranja and Western Sirmum pl aced under the
transitional adm nistration of the United Nations and to bring to your attention
the follow ng information, which was forwarded to me by the Transitiona
Adm ni strator.

Local elections for 25 municipal councils and three city councils within
the United Nations Transitional Adm nistration for Eastern Slavonia, Baranja and
Western Sirmum (UNTAES) region were conducted sinultaneously with el ections
t hroughout Croatia on 13 April. In addition to these |ocal elections, regiona
el ections were held for two county assenblies, and national elections were held
for the Upper House of the Croatian Parlianent. Owi ng to technica
difficulties, particularly the late delivery of electoral materials, voting
i nside the region was extended to 14 April, and to 15 April in one polling
location. Nearly 500 international observers were depl oyed throughout Croatia
to observe the elections. Wthin the UNTAES regi on, over 150 UNTAES observers
were deployed to all polling stations as static nmonitors. |n addition,

30 observer teans fromthe O ganization for Security and Cooperation in Europe,
as well as observers fromthe Council of Europe and representatives of the

di pl omati ¢ community visited nunerous polling stations during the el ections.

The Transitional Adm nistrator has informed me that no intimdation, violence or
el ectoral inproprieties were observed or reported before, during or after the

el ections.

The framework for the elections in the region was defined by the Joint
| npl enentation Conmttee (JIC) on Elections, which net on a regular basis from
early COctober 1996. |n accordance with the Basic Agreenent and under the agreed
framework, voter eligibility was defined to include the follow ng four
categories of persons for whom separate |lists were prepared

(a) Residents of the region who were listed in the 1991 census and who
stayed in the region and collected their pre-printed Croati an docunents
(donovni ca and identity card). A total of 69,158 persons in the region were
regi stered under this category;
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(b) Forner residents of the region, mainly Croats, who left after the 1991
census and regi stered as displaced persons with the O fice for D splaced Persons
and Refugees. A total of 61,326 persons outside the region were registered
under this category;

(c) Residents of the region who entered the region after the 1991 census,
who applied for docunents, filled out registration forns and chose to vote for
candi dates to be elected to nmunicipal or city councils within the region. A
total of 10,086 persons in the region were registered under this category;

(d) Residents of the region who entered the region after the 1991 census,
applied for docunments, filled out registration forms, but chose to vote in
absentia for candidates to be elected to national, regional and |ocal bodies in
other parts of Croatia. A total of 1,692 persons in the region were registered
under this category.

Persons currently living in the region voted at 193 polling stations in the
region, including 30 |ocations for absentee voting for authorities outside the
region. The displaced persons el sewhere in Croatia cast absentee ballots at 645
polling stations in 75 polling |ocations.

The final nunber of voters inside the region was over 71,000, of whom fewer
than 1,000 (out of the registered 1,692 persons) voted in absentia for the
authorities to be elected in their forner places of residence. This included a
signi ficant nunber of residents of the regi on whose nanes did not appear on the
list of voters but who were able to cast their votes owng to the special
nmeasures adopted by the Transitional Adm nistrator on election day. These
speci al nmeasures, which enabled all residents of the region with Croatian

identity cards to cast a vote, were assessed positively by all internationa
observers. UNTAES and the Croatian Government will identify the total nunber of
voters who fall into this category by verifying the nunber of voters recorded on

the supplenentary list of voters constructed on the two el ection days. Over
56, 000 persons cast their votes in absentia el sewhere in Croatia for the |oca
authorities of the region.

The 28 Local El ectoral Conm ssions (LECs), which were appointed by the JIC
on Elections on a multi-ethnic basis, were the conpetent bodies that conducted
the elections in the region. Their main functions included receiving candi date
nom nati ons, selecting polling sites, appointing polling station commttees,
amal gamating polling results and announcing final results for their respective
muni ci palities or cities. The LECs were assisted in their work by UNTAES
el ectoral officers who had been appointed as el ectoral advisers. As the forma
and final appointnment of the LEC nenbers was consi derably del ayed, nost of the
preparatory work was carried out by the electoral officers.

An el ectoral code of conduct was devel oped by the JIC on El ections, which
laid out fundanmental principles and rules to be followed by all participants in
the electoral process. On the recommendation of the JIC on Elections, the
Transitional Adm nistrator pronul gated the code of conduct on the occasion of
the formal announcement of the elections in the region on 11 March 1997. The
JIC on Elections al so appointed the El ectoral Appeals Conm ssion (EAC), conposed
of Serb and Croat jurists and chaired by an UNTAES-appoi nted internationa
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judge. The Media Experts conm ssion (MEC) was appointed with a simlar
conposition to nonitor, inter alia, equitable access for all registered
political parties and candi dates.

As required by the code of conduct, both Conm ssions have presented their
final reports on the conduct of the elections. EAC reported that nost
conpl aints received were either corrected by the special neasures adopted by the
Transitional Admi nistrator on election day or dismssed after due consideration
MEC reported that several infractions of the code of conduct were corrected by
informal intervention. Both Conm ssions concluded that the free and fair
character of the elections was not affected by these issues. Their fina
reports will be considered by the JIC on Elections on 30 April

Prelimnary results of the elections prepared by the LECs were announced by
UNTAES on 19 April (see annex). The elections held in the region were
subsequently certified by the Transitional Adm nistrator on 22 April 1997
Oficial and final results will be formally reported by the LECs to the JIC on
El ecti ons on Wednesday, 30 April. A 48-hour period for political parties to
appeal the results will cone into effect imediately after the fina
announcenment. Follow ng these procedures, and provided that the results of the
elections are finalized, the Transitional Adm nistrator will be in a position to
certify the final results, in accordance with the UNTAES nandate

The Transitional Adm nistrator has indicated to nme that the successfu
hol di ng of elections in the UNTAES-adm nistered regi on has been an essentia
step for further progress in the peaceful reintegration of the region. It nmarks
an inportant mlestone for the legitimte representati on of the |ocal population
in the Croatian constitutional and |legal system |t also opens the way for the
two-way return of all displaced persons in Croatia. |In this regard, rapid
progress has been nmade in this area with the adoption by the Croatian
Governnent, on 24 April 1997, of the Agreed Procedures on Return.

| should be grateful if you would bring the above to the attention of the
nenbers of the Security Council.

(Signed) Kofi A ANNAN
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Annex

Prelimnary election results fromthe party list in the region
adm ni stered by the United Nations Transitional Adm nistration
for Eastern Sl avonia, Baranja and Wstern Sirm unf

1. House of Counties, Croatian Parlianent?

HDZ 41
HSS 9
HSLS 7
SDP 4
I DS 2

2. Osijek-Baranja County

Beli Manistir

County Assenbly Gty Council
HDZ 25 SDSS 15
HSLS 9 HDZ 11
HSLS/ SDP/ HSP 3
SDSS 6
HSS 2

3. Vukovar-Si rm um County

County Assenbly Vukovar Gty Council [lok Gty Council
HDZ 24 HDZ 12 HDZ 20
SDSS 10 SDSS 12 SDSS 6
HSS/ HSLS 4 I ND 2
| ND 2

4. Municipal councils

Csi j ek-Baranj a County

Ant unovac Draz Knezevi Vi nogr adi
HDZ 12 HDZ 12 HDZ 7
HSP 2 SDSS 2 SDSS 4

I ND 2 HSS 2 I ND 5
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Bilje Erdut Pet | ovac
HDZ 10 HDZ 5 HDZ 12
SDSS 3 SDSS 11 SDSS 3
| ND 3 HSS 1
Cemi nac Er nesti novo Popovac
HDZ 11 HDZ 12 HDZ 9
SDSS 4 SDSS 2 SDSS 7
HSS 1 HSS/ HSLS 2
Dar da Jagodnj ak Sodol ovci
HDZ 5 HDZ 0 SDSS 16
SDSS 10 SDSS 16
HSS 1
Tenja
HDZ 3
SDSS 12
HSS 1
Vukovar - Si r mi um Count y
Bogdanovci Negosl avci Tor di nci
HDZ 10 SDSS 16 HSZ 13
| ND 6 HSS 3
SDSS 2
HSP 1
| ND 1
Bor ovo Ni | enci Tovar ni k
SDSS 16 HDZ 12 HDZ 11
SDSS 3 SDSS 5
HNS/ HSS/ 1
HSLS
Lovas Stari Jankovci Trpinja
HDZ 11 HDZ 10 SDSS 16
SDSS 5 SDSS 6
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Mar kusi ca M r kovci Tonpoj evec
SDSS 16 HDZ 2 HDZ 11
SDSS 14 SDSS 5

Note: The followi ng political party abbreviations are used in this table:

HDZ - Croati an Denocratic Union IDS - Istrian Denocratic Forum
HNS - Croatian People's Party IND - List of independent candi dates
HSLS - Croatian Social Liberal Party SDP - Soci al Denocratic Party
HSP - Croatian Party of the Right SDSS - I ndependent Denocratic Serb
HSS - Croatian Peasants Party Party
@ The figures above represent 75 per cent of the total seats which will be
al l ocated according to party lists (seats allocated by proportiona
representation). The remaining 25 per cent of the seats will be allocated to

el ected candi dates fromindividual constituencies (seats to be allocated by
majority vote).

P Five seats to be named by the President of Croatia, of which two nust be
Ser bs.



