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LETTER DATED 26 APRIL 1997 FROM THE CHARGE D AFFAIRES A. 1. OF THE
PERVMANENT M SSI ON OF THE SUDAN TO THE UNI TED NATI ONS ADDRESSED TO
THE PRESI DENT OF THE SECURI TY COUNCI L

Further to the previous letters addressed by the Governnent of the Sudan to
the President of the Security Council (S/1995/522, S/1995/569, S/ 1996/ 358,
S/ 1996/ 1007, S/ 1997/2, S/1997/11 and S/ 1997/271) and with reference to the
letter sent by the Permanent Representative of Eritrea on 11 April 1997
(S/1997/309). | have the honour to transmt to you a cable nessage dated
25 April 1997 fromH s Excellency Ali OGsnman M Taha, Mnister for Externa
Rel ati ons of the Republic of the Sudan, which refers to a public statenent nade
by the Head of the Eritrean regine, Assias Afwerki, on Thursday, 24 April 1997
in Asmara (see annex). In his statenent, the Head of the Eritrean regi me nade a
public confession that Eritrean troops were fighting al ongsi de the Sudanese
rebels in eastern Sudan. He went on to state that the destruction of the
Governnent of the Sudan was a priority for Eritrea and that "this can be done
only by force".

These statements confirmthe repeated notes sent to the Security Counci
concerning the Eritrean aggression against the Sudanese people and against the
territorial integrity of the Sudan. The threat posed by the Eritrean regine's
policies is not only targeting the Sudan but al so endangers the peace and
security of the region and the continent as a whol e.

| should be grateful if you would bring the contents of the present letter
and its annex to the attention of the nmenbers of the Security Counci l

(Signed) Hamid ELTI NAY
Chargé d' affaires a.i
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Annex

Letter dated 25 April 1997 fromthe Mnister for Foreign Affairs
of the Sudan addressed to the President of the Security Counci

[Oiginal: Arabic]

On a nunber of previous occasions | have had the honour to draw your
attention to the excesses of the Eritrean regine, and the flagrant acts of
aggression it continues to carry out against nmy country, threatening its
security and stability, and bringing ny country and the African continent to the
brink of catastrophe. | have al so conveyed the fact that such disgracefu
practices, repeatedly carried out by Eritrea, run counter to all internationa
and regional nornms, which reject the use or threat of use of force, and flout in
the nost bl atant and dangerous manner the principles of good-nei ghbourliness and
respect for the sovereignty and regional integrity of States. The response of
the Eritrean regime has consistently been to maintain its hostile policies and
continue its ventures without inhibition or restraint.

On this occasion, | find nyself conpelled to informyou that the Head of
the Eritrean regi ne has reached new heights in showi ng disdain for and defiance
of international and regional opinion. It was reported by Agence France-Presse
that at a conference held in Asmara on Thursday, 24 April 1997 he openly and
unanbi guously declared that Eritrean forces were fighting al ongsi de Sudanese
rebels. Further, he stated that one of his Governnent's main ainms was to
overthrow t he Sudanese Governnent by force. At the sanme tine he adnitted that
Eritrean forces had suffered | osses in their war against the Sudanese arny.

The adm ssions made by the Eritrean reginme regarding the war that it is
wagi ng agai nst the Sudan, which this tinme canme fromthe Head of the Eritrean
regi me hinself, clearly denonstrate the dangers of the path chosen by Eritrea,
and expose the hostile designs of its reginme, which threaten peace and security
in the African continent. Such adm ssions, which we have referred to in our
previous letters to you, also confirmthe reality of the aggression unl eashed
against the Sudan and its territory. Coupled with the statenents made by
Eritrean and Ugandan prisoners of war, they clearly reflect the nagnitude of
forei gn designs on the Sudan

In bringing the adm ssions nmade by the Head of the Eritrean regime to your
attention, | should also like to point out that the continuation of these acts
of aggression will push the region and the continent closer to the furnace of
total confrontation. Wile the Sudan reserves the right to resist this
aggression, it appeals to the international and regional comunities to put a
halt to this behaviour and to such crimnal aggression

| should be grateful if you would have this letter circulated to all Menber
St at es.

(Signed) Ai OGsnan Mohaned TAHA
M nister for Foreign Affairs



