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The South African approach to conventional arns contro

1. It is not just the threat that is constituted by all weapons of nass
destruction and their neans of delivery that is of serious concern to the
CGovernment of South Africa, but also the build-up of conventional weapons beyond
a level that can be considered legitimate for the purposes of self-defence.
Conventi onal weapons are the source of nost of the death and suffering caused in
conflicts around the world today. The proliferation and illicit trafficking in
conventional arns curtail the rebuilding and prosperity of society which is

gai ned from various peace and denocratization initiatives. To address these
concerns the South African Cabi net approved an InterimArns Control Policy on

30 August 1995.

2. The policy that has been approved by the Cabi net makes provision for a
mnisterial controlling conmttee - the National Conventional Arnms Control
Committee (NCACC) - guiding principles and guidelines, and an organi zati ona
structure for processing transactions, which will have the controlling function
There will also be an independent inspectorate. The organizational structure
establ i shed by the Cabi net conprises four accountable |evels of responsibility,
nanel y:

- An initial permt application technical processing |evel;

- A multi-departmental review and recomendati on process on pernit
appl i cati ons;
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A scrutiny and reconmendati on process by the Directors-Ceneral of the
rel evant governnent departnents;

A control, policy and decision-nmaking authority, which is a Cabinet-
approved Conmttee of Mnisters, the NCACC. There are eight Cabinet
M nisters and four Deputy Mnisters serving on the Conmttee.

This procedure and structure ensures that the authority over arns trade and
transfer policies is vested in the collective mnisterial |eadership of the
NCACC, which is accountable to the Cabinet.

3. In devel oping this policy, the followi ng factors were given enphasis:

That the reduction of world mlitary expenditures could have a
significant positive inpact for the social and econom c devel opnent of
al |l peopl es;

That all sovereign countries have the inherent right of self-defence
interms of the Charter of the United Nations;

That any transferred arns are not used in violation of the purposes
and principles of the Charter of the United Nations;

That an excessive and destabilizing arns buil d-up poses a threat to
national, regional and international peace and security; that sales to
countries in war-prone regions should continuously be eval uated and
reviewed to limt the possible escalation of regional conflict;

The need to effectively control the transfer of arns and rel ated
t echnol ogi es; and

To support and provide data and information as required by the United
Nations resolution establishing the Register of Conventional Arnms.

4. Besi des the above, the followi ng political, technical, social, humanitarian
and economic factors are taken into account so as to ensure that due restraint
is exercised in the transfer of arns and rel ated technol ogi es:

Respect for human rights and fundanmental freedons in the recipient
country;

An eval uati on based on the Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts and
the African Charter on Human and Peopl e's Rights; due consideration
will be given especially in cases where the political, social

cultural and legal rights are seriously and systematically viol ated by
the authorities of that country;

The internal and regional security situation in the recipient country,
in the light of existing tensions or armed conflicts;

The record of conpliance of the recipient country with regard to
international arns control agreenents and treaties;
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- The nature and cost of the arms to be transferred in relation to the
circunst ances of the recipient country, including its legitinmate
security and defence needs and the objective of the | east diversion of
human and econoni c resources for arnmanents;

- The degree to which South Africa's arnms sales are supportive of its
national and foreign interests.

The goal of South Africa is to avoid transfers and trade in arns that woul d
kel y:

- To be used for the violation or suppression of human rights and
fundanental freedons;

- To contravene South Africa's international commitnents, in particular
its obligations under arns enbargoes adopted by the Security Counci
and other arns control agreements or responsibilities in terns of
internationally accepted custom

- To endanger peace by introducing destabilizing nmlitary capabilities
into a region, or otherw se contribute to regional instability and
negatively influence the bal ance of power;

- To be diverted within the recipient country or re-exported for
purposes contrary to the ainms of these policies;

- To have a negative inpact on South Africa's diplomatic and trade
rel ations;

- To support or encourage terrorism

- To be used for purposes other than the legitimate defence and security
ends of the recipient country; and

- To contribute to the escal ation of regional conflicts.



