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FOR THE PURPOSE OF AN OVERALL REVI EW AND APPRAI SAL OF THE
| MPLEMENTATI ON OF AGENDA 21

Sunmary report of the dial ogue session with wonen

(14 April 1997)

Chai rperson: M. Monika Linn-Locher (Switzerland), Vice-Chairperson, Comr ssion
on Sust ai nabl e Devel opnent

Facilitator: M. Bella Abzug, President, Wnen's Environnent and Devel opnent
Organi zation, United States of America

Presenters: Representatives of the foll owi ng wonen's organi zati ons nade
presentations: Country Wnen Association of N geria; Wnmen Food
and Agriculture Wrking Goup/Via Canpesina (United States);
Central and Eastern European Network for Sustainable Consunption
and Production (Poland); REDEH Network in Defense of Humanki nd
(Brazil); Mvenment for Nuclear Safety (Russian Federation); NGO
Canpai gn for the Earth Council (Canada); Perzent Center
(Paki stan); Red Thread (Quyana).

PRESENTATI ONS

Wnen are represented in and reflect all nine nmajor groups defined in
Agenda 21. Wynen across class, race, ethnicity and | ocation have conme to serve
as catalysts for environmental and denocratic activism Yet, despite the two
years since the 1995 Beijing Conference and the five years that have passed
since the R o Conference, wonen conprise the mgjority of the poor, the |andl ess
and the under-fed. |In their dialogue session with Government, wonen highlighted
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t hese problens, the obstacles they face in confronting them and made
reconmendati ons for future action.

Activities

Wbrren succeeded in gaining a Principle in Rio Declaration, a chapter and
over 170 references to them mai nstreaned throughout Agenda 21. Thereafter
worren ensured that their holistic gender analysis infused the process and
docunents of other international conferences, particularly the Beijing Platform
for Action in 1995. A nunber of relevant initiatives have been taken by and for
worren. For exanpl e:

. The Wonen's Caucus has enabl ed wonen to participate in internationa
negoti ati ons and policy-maki ng.

. The 1995 Beijing Conference was instrunental in calling attention to
poverty and its effects on the |lives of wonen.

. The 1997 M cro-Sunmit in Washington, D.C., highlighted the inportance of
providing credit to poor women. This Summit led to the decision to provide
$21.7 billion in mcro-credit to poor people by the year 2005.

. The Wonen's Food Sunmit called attention to |inkages between sustainabl e
devel opnent and world food security.

. Local Agenda 21 efforts are successfully under way around the world. They
have hel ped strengthen nechanisns to integrate wonen in decision-nmaki ng
processes and are hel ping to alter unsustainable production and consunption
patterns.

bst acl es

Wrren are key to achi eving sustainable devel opment. Thus, the inequities
and prejudices that confront wonmen al so hinder general progress towards
sustainability. Specific obstacles concern | ack of representation and credit,
as well as poverty, trade and debt-rel ated issues.

. Al t hough wonen constitute over 50 per cent of the world' s popul ati on, wonen
constitute far less than the same ratio in Governnents throughout the
wor | d.

. Partici pati on by non-governmental organizations (NG3s) in the United

Nations is limted and stifles the inportant voice of women.

. Lack of credit for wonen prevents them from achieving financia
i ndependence.
. Barriers to | and ownership by women not only stifle their prospects for

financi al i ndependence but al so create disincentives for follow ng
sust ai nabl e practi ces.
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. Trade i nmbal ances and debt crises contribute to poverty-rel ated probl ens
which are particularly troubling for wonen.
. The grow ng enphasis on food as a commodity and on agro-busi ness has

negative effects regardi ng sustainable agriculture and world food security.
This has inportant inplications for wonen farnmers, as well as for the well -
bei ng of women and chil dren.

. Testing of toxic materials, radioactive pollution and the use of pesticides
are violating the health and reproductive rights of wonen.

. The rights of indigenous wonen are not recognized.

. Current nodes of advertising denigrate wonen and contribute to
unsust ai nabl e patterns of production and consunption

Priorities
Wren's representatives raised the followng priorities for consideration

by the Comm ssi on on Sustai nabl e Devel opnment and ot her actors involved in the
sust ai nabl e devel opnent process:

. Mechani sns that prompte representati on of wonen in CGovernment.

. Access to credit to enpower wonen and conbat poverty.

. Equal access to education

. Subsi dy renmpbval and taxes that counteract the negative effects of

commer ci al advertising, such as gender stereotyping.
. Learning fromthe Local Agenda 21 initiatives.

. Action-oriented efforts to deal with industrial "hot spots" and other
envi ronnent al hazards such as radi oacti ve waste.

DI ALOGUE

Representatives of the foll owi ng Governnents nmade statenents: Australia,
Canada, China, Cuba, Egypt, Finland, Netherlands, Norway, Peru, Philippines,
Sweden, Switzerland, United Kingdomof Geat Britain and Northern Irel and.
Representatives of the International Research and Training Institute for the
Advancenent of Wonen (I NSTRAW and the Canpaign for the Earth International, a
non- gover nmental organi zati on, al so nade statenents.

Sone governnent representatives described their efforts in mcro-financing
(Australia, Bangladesh, Netherlands, Swi tzerland) and in nainstream ng wonen's
concerns (Philippines, China). GQhers identified poverty as the main obstacle
to achieving the goals outlined at the Beijing Conference and urged countries to
pronote capacity-building for wonen and provi de special attention to wonen in



E/CN. 17/ 1997/ L. 5/ Rev. 1
Engl i sh
Page 4

i ndi genous conmunities (Peru). The representative of | NSTRAW noted poverty
i ssues concerni hg wonen.

Governnent representatives al so discussed the role of wonen in agricultura

production (Sweden) and trade, including export-driven, nmonoculture econom es
(Cuba, Netherlands), food security and hostile food policies (Cuba). One
governnent representative noted |inkages between the transboundary novenent of
hazardous material and wonmen's health (Australia).

Several governnent representatives noted the inportance of addressing the

rol e of nen and how nen perceive thenselves in society (Sweden). Sone
governnment representatives noted that gender issues required policies for nmen as

wel |

as wonen (Sweden, Norway). For exanple, sone countries require parenta

| eave for men (Norway).

One governnment representative noted that regional or global hot-spot

designations are not feasible for certain environmental problens and that

nati onal designations woul d be necessary in nost cases (Egypt). Some governnent
representatives noted that the conclusions of the Comm ssion on the Status of
Women shoul d be incorporated into the decisions of the Comm ssion on Sustainabl e
Devel opnent (Finl and).

CHALLENGES AND RECOMVENDATI ONS TO THE
COW SSI ON ON SUSTAI NABLE DEVELGPMENT

Ensure full and equal participation of wonmen in decision-making at every
| evel of all social, political and econonic areas.

Commit the necessary resources and establish tinme-bound targets for
integrating wonen fully into the devel opment of policies, institutions,
mechani sns, inplenmentation and evaluation of all future plans for
sust ai nabl e devel opnent .

Ensure that women's reproductive and productive contributions are neasured,
val uated and integrated into national accounts and in the cal cul ati on of
nati onal wealth.

Identify industrial hot spots and prepare a plan to clean these areas.

Regul ate comrerci al advertising and identify instruments to conbat its
negative effects.

Ensure that ongoi ng negotiations on the multilateral agreenent on
investment will equally address the rights and responsibilities of
corporations in sustainabl e devel opnent processes.

Establi sh a mechanismw thin the Comm ssion to nonitor and guide the
actions of the Wrld Trade Organi zation
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Earmark 1 per cent of all funding dispersed via the Wrld Bank, regiona
devel opnent banks and other international financial institutions to support
rural wonen, who nmake up the main share of the world's 1.3 billion poor

Support appropriate and gender-fair education, health, recreation, child-
care and other infrastructural systens designed by and for rura
communities.

Pronmot e "sustai nabl e agriculture” rather than "agricultura
sustai nabi lity".

Affirmand pledge to reach the Mcro-credit Summt (Washington, D.C
February 1997) goal of raising $21.7 billion to ensure that 100 mllion of
the worl d's poorest wonen and their fanmlies receive credit for self-

enpl oyment by the year 2005.

Renove | egislative, policy, admnistrative and customary barriers to
worren' s equal rights to natural resources, including access to and contro
over land (and other fornms of property), credit, inheritance, information
and new t echnol ogy.

Strengthen the reporting requirenments by Governnments to the Conm ssion and
i nprove links with other rel evant bodies of the Econom c and Soci al Counci
such as the Conmission on the Status of Wnen.

Revi ew and address the inpact on wonmen's public and private sector genetic
research, bio-prospecting, bio-trade and bio-technol ogy policies and
pr ogr ames.

Strengthen the role of wonen in efforts to inplenment Agenda 21. In doing

this, the Comm ssion shoul d exam ne exanples where efforts to increase
partici pati on have been successful and disseminate this information wdely.



