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ldentical letters dated 16 April 1997 fromthe Chargé d' affaires a.i.
of the Permanent M ssion of Kuwait to the United Nations addressed to
the Secretary-CGeneral and to the President of the Security Council

In ny capacity as chairman of the G oup of Arab States for the nonth of
April 1997, and on behalf of the States nenbers of the League of Arab States, |
have the honour to transmt to you herewith a copy of resolution 5635 entitled
"Lebanese hostages and detainees held in Israeli canps and prisons”, which was
adopted by the Council of the League of Arab States at its one hundred and
seventh regul ar session on 31 March 1997.

| should be grateful if you would have the text of the present letter and
its annex circul ated as a docunent of the fifty-first session of the General
Assenbly, under agenda itenms 33 and 85, and of the Security Council.

(Signed) Ali AL-SAEID
Chargé d' affaires a.i. of the
Permanent M ssion of Kuwait to the
United Nations and Chai rman of the
G oup of Arab States
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ANNEX

Lebanese hostages and detai nees hel d
in Israeli canps and prisons

The Council of the League of Arab States,

Havi ng exam ned the note of the General Secretariat and the recomrendati on
of the Political Affairs Conmittee,

Noting with concern Israeli attacks and oppressive practices in the
occupi ed Lebanese territories of southern Lebanon and the western Bekaa, in
particul ar the ki dnapping and detention of innocent citizens who are inprisoned
without trial in prisons in Israel and in the canps run by forces under |srael
control

Recalling with deep regret Israel's failure to inplenent Security Counci
resol ution 425 (1978),

M ndful of the principles of international |aw concerning the protection of
human rights, in particular the Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts, the
fourth Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of Gvilian Persons in Tinme
of War of 1949 and The Hague Convention of 1907,

Noting the insanitary and i nhumane conditions in which the detainees are
kept and in which a nunber of them have died,

Recal ling the relevant resolutions of the United Nations Comi ssion on
Human Ri ghts,

Recal ling the Council's earlier resolutions on Lebanese hostages and
detai nees held in Israeli canps and prisons, the nost recent of which was
resol ution 5587 (CVvl) of 15 Septenber 1996,

Deci des

1. To condem the persistent Israeli violations of human rights in the
occupi ed regi ons of southern Lebanon and the western Bekaa, as exenplified by
t he ki dnapping and arbitrary arrest of civilians and the destruction of their
hones, the confiscation of their property and their expul sion fromtheir |and,
as well as by the shelling of peaceful villages and urban areas;

2. To appeal to the international community, and the United Nations in
particular, to take all necessary steps to deter Israel fromconmitting such
violations and to conply with Security Council resolution 425 (1978), which
calls upon Israel to withdraw forthwith, conpletely and unconditionally, from
all Lebanese territory and for respect for the sovereignty, independence and
territorial integrity of Lebanon
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3. To appeal to the international community to make all necessary
representations to Israel to secure the i medi ate rel ease of all Lebanese
prisoners and victinms of kidnapping held in prisons in Israel and in the canps
run by forces under Israeli control in violation of the provisions of
international law, the fourth Geneva Convention of 1949 and The Hague Conventi on
of 1907,

4. To urge the nmenber States of the League to use their good offices in

i nternational organizations so that all necessary representations are nmade to
the Governnent of Israel, the occupying Power, to enable the Internationa
Committee of the Red Cross and ot her humanitarian organi zations to visit the
det ai nees in Khiamand Marj Uyun periodically and on a regular basis, and to
ensure that the conditions in which they are being kept are inspected, that they
are provided with health and humanitarian care and that their relatives are
allowed to visit themregularly;

5. To denand that investigations be held, as required by internationa
treaties, concerning Lebanese detai nees who have died in Israeli canps and
prisons, and that appropriate conpensation be paid for those who have suffered,
in accordance with the applicable international |aw

(Resol ution 5635, one hundred and seventh regul ar session, 3rd neeting,
31 March 1997)



