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A

Energency international assistance for peace, nornalcy and
reconstruction of war-stricken Afghani stan

The Ceneral Assenbly,

Recalling its resolutions 47/ 119 of 18 Decenber 1992, 48/208 of
21 Decenber 1993, 49/140 of 20 Decenber 1994 and 50/ 88 A of 19 Decenber 1995
concerni ng energency international assistance for the reconstruction of war-

stricken Afghani stan,
Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General,?

Concerned about the continuation and recent intensification of the
mlitary confrontation in Afghani stan, threatening regional peace and
stability, and the attendant displacenent of famlies and interruptions in the
process of repatriating refugees,

Deeply concerned about the nassive |oss of human |ife, the aggravated
suffering of the nost vul nerable groups, the destruction of property and the
serious damage to the econom ¢ and social infrastructure of Afghanistan caused
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by seventeen years of war, and stressing the inportance of a return to peace
and stability for the rehabilitation and reconstruction of Afghanistan,
bearing in mnd that the country continues to suffer froman extrenely
critical economic situation as a | andl ocked, |east devel oped and war-stricken
country,

Supporting the efforts of the United Nations Special Mssion to
Af ghani stan headed by M. Norbert Holl to bring about the restoration of
peace, normalcy and national reconciliation and the reconstruction and
rehabilitati on of war-stricken Afghanistan

Deeply concerned about the problemof millions of anti-personne
| andm nes and unexpl oded ordnance in Afghani stan, which continue to prevent
many Afghan refugees fromreturning to their villages and working in their
fields, and disturbed by reports of new m nes being |aid,

Concerned for the well-being of the unarmed civilian popul ati on of
Af ghani stan, in particular of Kabul, who face a long wi nter possibly deprived
of basic foods, fuel and nedicine owing to a renewal of hostilities around the
capital

Bearing in mind the close interrel ationship between ensuring peace and
normal cy in Afghanistan and the ability of the country to take effective steps
towards revitalizing the econony, and stressing that a cessation of armed
hostilities between the warring parties in Afghanistan and political stability
are indispensable if reconstruction neasures are to have a lasting effect,

Affirm ng the urgent need to continue international action to assist
Af ghani stan in restoring basic services and the infrastructure of the country,
and wel com ng the efforts of the United Nations Devel opnment Programme and
other United Nations agencies, associated bodi es and other humanitarian
organi zati ons and agenci es, including relevant non-governnental organizations,
in this respect,

Expressing its appreciation for the assistance of the Ofice of the
United Nations H gh Comm ssioner for Refugees in its continuing support for

the repatriation of Afghan refugees from nei ghbouring countri es,

Reaffirm ng the principle of non-refoul ement as contained in article 33
of the Convention relating to the Status of Refugees,?

Expressing its gratitude to all Governnments that have rendered
assi stance to Afghan refugees, in particular the Governnents of Pakistan and
the Islamic Republic of Iran, and recogni zing the need for continuing
i nternational assistance for the maintenance abroad and the vol untary
repatriation and resettlenment of refugees and internally displaced persons,

Expressing its appreciation to the States, intergovernmental
organi zati ons and associ ated bodies of the United Nations, as well as to other

humani t ari an organi zati ons and agenci es, including rel evant non-government al
organi zati ons, that have responded positively and continue to respond to the
humani t ari an needs of Afghanistan, as well as to the Secretary-General for his
efforts to draw the attention of the international comunity to the acute

2 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 189, No. 2545
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probl enms of reconstruction in Afghani stan and for nobilizing and coordi nating
the delivery of appropriate hunmanitarian assistance,

1. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General,! and endorses
t he observations and reconmendati ons set out therein;

2. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral to authorize the United Nations
Speci al M ssion to Afghani stan, established under resolution 48/ 208, to
continue its efforts to facilitate national reconciliation and reconstruction
i n Af ghani st an;

3. Al so requests the Secretary-Ceneral to continue efforts to devel op
pl ans for national reconstruction and rehabilitation beginning in areas of
peace and security, on the basis of the recommendati ons set out in his report;

4. Calls upon the | eaders of all Afghan parties to place the highest
priority on national reconciliation, acknow edgi ng the war-weariness of the
Af ghan people and their desire for rehabilitation, reconstruction and econonic
and soci al devel opnent;

5. Demands that all Afghan parties fulfil their obligations and
honour their conmtments regarding the safety and full freedom of nobvenent of
United Nations personnel and other international personnel, as well as the
security of their prem ses in Afghanistan, and cooperate fully with the United
Nat i ons and associ ated bodies as well as with other humanitarian organi zations
and agencies in their efforts to respond to the humanitarian needs of the
peopl e of Afghani st an;

6. Calls upon all parties not to hanper the delivery of humanitarian
assi stance;

7. Expresses grave concern at the indiscrimnate use of |andm nes in
Af ghani st an, which seriously inpedes the delivery of humanitarian assistance;

8. Ugently appeals to all States, organizations and programes of
the United Nations system specialized agencies and other intergovernnenta
and non-governmental organi zations to continue to provide, on a priority basis
and as far as conditions on the ground permt, all possible financial,
techni cal and material assistance for the restoration of basic services and
the reconstructi on of Afghanistan and the voluntary, safe and secure return of
refugees and internally displaced persons, with dignity and honour, and
appeal s to the international financial and devel opment institutions to assist
in the planning of the reconstruction of Afghanistan

9. Calls upon the international community to respond to the inter-
agency consol i dated appeal for enmergency humanitarian and rehabilitation
assi stance for Afghani stan | aunched by the Secretary-CGeneral for the period
from1 January to 31 Decenber 1997, bearing in mnd the availability also of
t he Afghani stan Energency Trust Fund;

10. Denounces the discrimnation against girls and wonen and ot her
vi ol ations of human rights and international humanitarian | aw i n Af ghani stan
and notes with deep concern possible repercussions on international relief and
reconstructi on progranmmes in Afghanistan
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11. Requests the Secretary-General to submt to the General Assenbly
at its fifty-second session a report on the actions taken pursuant to the
present resol ution;

12. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its fifty-second
session, under the cluster of itenms on coordination of humanitarian
assistance, the itementitled "Emergency international assistance for peace,
normal cy and reconstruction of war-stricken Afghanistan”.

87th plenary neeting

17 Decenber 1996
B

The situation in Afghanistan and its inplications for
international peace and security

The Ceneral Assenbly,

Recalling its resolutions 49/ 140 of 20 Decenber 1994 and 50/88 B of
19 Decenber 1995,

Recalling also Security Council resolution 1076 (1996) of 22 Cctober
1996, the previous statenments of the President of the Security Council on the
situation 1 n Afghanistan, including the statenments of 15 February and
28 Septenber 1996, 2% and the letter dated 22 August 1996 fromthe President of
the Security Council addressed to the Secretary-GCeneral,*

Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General of 26 Novenber
1996° and of his letters dated 20 Novenber 1996 addressed to the President of
the General Assenbly® and the President of the Security Council,”’

Noting all recent declarations by participants of regional internationa
nmeetings and by international organizations on the situation in Afghanistan,
i ncluding the statement by the Organization of the Islam c Conference
m nisterial nmeeting of 2 Cctober 1996, the joint declaration nade on
4 Cctober 1996 by the | eaders of Kazakstan, Kyrgyzstan, the Russian

3 Oficial Records of the Security Council, Fifty-first Year, Resolutions
and Decisions of the Security Council, 1996, docunents S/ PRST/1996/6 and
S/ PRST/ 1996/ 40, respectively.

4 1bid., Supplement for July, August and Septenber 1996, docunent
S/ 1996/ 683.

5 A/51/698-S/1996/988; see Oficial Records of the Security Council, Fifty-

first Year, Supplenment for October, Novenber and Decenber 1996, document
S/ 1996/ 988.

5 A/ 51/689.

" Oficial Records of the Security Council, Fifty-first Year, Suppl enent
for Cctober, Novenber and Decenber 1996, docunent S/ 1996/ 966
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Federation, Tajikistan and Uzbeki stan,® the statenent issued on 28 Cctober
1996 by the Presidency on behalf of the European Union® and the Tehran
Decl aration of 30 Cctober 1996, *°

Wl coming the initiative of the Secretary-CGeneral to convene the
i nternational mneeting on Afghani stan on 18 Novenber 1996 in New York and his
intention to convene further neetings of the group fromtine to tine,

W shi ng the peopl e of Afghani stan peace and prosperity,

Strongly conmitted to the sovereignty, independence, territoria
integrity and national unity of Afghanistan

Expressing concern at the continuation and recent intensification of the
mlitary confrontation in Afghani stan, which have caused civilian casualties
and an increase in refugees and di spl aced persons, and which seriously
endanger the stability and peaceful devel opnment of the region

Deeply concerned about the discrimnation agai nst wonen and girls and
ot her recurring abuses of human rights in Afghani stan, and enphasi zing the
i nportance of denocracy and of the realization of human rights in any future
political process in Afghanistan

Deeply concerned also about the |ack of progress in reaching an
agreenment on the establishment of an acceptable and broadly representative
council and an i medi ate and durabl e ceasefire and urging all Afghan parties
to resolve their differences through peaceful nmeans and achi eve nationa
reconciliation through political dialogue,

Affirm ng the readiness of the United Nations to assist the people of
Af ghanistan in their effort to resolve internal political differences,
facilitating national reconciliation leading to the restoration of a fully
representative, broad-based transitional governnent of national unity and to
the start of the process of rehabilitation and reconstruction in their
country,

Convi nced that the United Nations, as a universally recognized
i nternediary, must continue to play a central and inpartial role in
international efforts towards a peaceful resolution of the Afghan conflict,

8 A/ 51/470-S/ 1996/ 838, annex; see Oficial Records of the Security Council,

Fifty-first Year. Supplenent for COctober, Novenber and Decenber 1996, docunent
S/ 1996/ 838.

9 A/ 51/ 635-S/1996/ 894, annex; see Oficial Records of the Security Council,

Fifty-first Year. Supplenent for COctober, Novenber and Decenber 1996, docunent
S/ 1996/ 894.

10 A/ 51/ 634-S/ 1996/ 890; see Oficial Records of the Security Council, Fifty-

first Year, Supplenment for October, Novenber and Decenber 1996, document
S/ 1996/ 890.
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Expressing its support for the continuing efforts of the United Nations
Speci al M ssion to Afghani stan headed by M. Norbert Holl to bring about the
restoration of peace, normalcy and national reconciliation, through a
political process in which all segnents of Afghan society are represented,

Expressing its appreciation for the efforts of the Organization of the
I sl am ¢ Conference in support of the Special M ssion and the engagenment of

t hat organi zation in Afghanistan, in coordination with the United Nati ons,
with a viewto achieving a just and lasting political settlenent,

Stressing the need to prevent further civilian casualties,

Stressing also the inportance of non-intervention and non-interference
in the internal affairs of Afghanistan

Deeply concerned at the continued supply of weapons, mlitary equi prment
and ammunition to the Afghan parties, which has further contributed to the
deat hs of innocent civilians and the destruction of cities, villages and hones
and has encouraged the factions in their futile efforts to settle politica
differences by mlitary means,

Expressing its nounting concern about actions undermining the security
of State frontiers, including the growing illicit traffic in arns and
narcotics by crimnal elenments and groups fromcertain areas of Afghanistan
and about the use of Afghan territory for the training and harbouring of
terrorists, which create a threat to peace and stability in the entire region
i ncl udi ng Af ghani st an,

Bearing in mind that Afghanistan, as a State party to the Convention for
the Protection of the World Cultural and Natural Heritage!* of 16 Novenber
1972, has recognized its primary duty to ensure the identification
protection, conservation, presentation and transm ssion to future generations
of, inter alia, the cultural heritage situated on its territory,

Bearing in mnd also the close interrelationship between ensuring peace
and normal cy in Afghanistan and the ability of the country to take effective
steps towards revitalizing the econonmy, and stressing that a cessation of
arnmed hostilities between the warring parties in Afghanistan and politica
stability are indispensable if reconstruction neasures are to have a lasting
effect,

1. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General,® and endorses
t he observations and reconmendations set out therein;

2. Stresses that the main responsibility for finding a politica
solution to the conflict lies with the Afghan parties;

3. Calls upon all Afghan parties to cease imediately all arned
hostilities, to renounce the use of force, to put aside their differences and
to engage in a political dialogue ainmed at achieving national reconciliation
and a lasting political settlenent of the conflict and establishing a fully
representative and broad-based transitional governnent of national unity;

1 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 1037, No. 15511.
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4. Supports the Secretary-General in his continuing efforts,
undertaken in cooperation with the Afghan parties and with interested States
and international organizations, in particular the Organization of the Islamc
Conference, to prompbte the political process ainmed at achieving nationa
reconciliation i n Afghanistan

5. Reaffirnms its full support for the efforts of the United Nations,
in particular the activities of the United Nations Special Mssion to
Af ghani stan, in facilitating, where appropriate in cooperation with interested
States and international organizations, the political process towards the
goal s of national reconciliation and a lasting political settlement with the
participation of all parties to the conflict and all segments of Afghan
soci ety;

6. Calls upon all Afghan parties to cooperate with the United Nations
Speci al M ssion, and encourages all interested States and internationa

organi zations to take all steps necessary, in close coordination with the
United Nations Special Mssion, to pronote peace in Afghanistan, to support
the United Nations efforts to this end and to use any influence they have to
encourage the parties to cooperate fully with the United Nations Specia

M ssi on;

7. Demands that all Afghan parties fulfil their obligations and
honour their conmtments regarding the safety and full freedom of nobvenent of
United Nations personnel, in particular the personnel of the United Nations

Special Mssion, as well as the security of their prem ses in Afghanistan;

8. Requests the Secretary-Ceneral to authorize the United Nations
Speci al M ssion to Afghani stan, established under resolution 48/ 208, to
continue its efforts to facilitate national reconciliation and reconstruction
i n Afghani stan, specifically to nmediate an end to the conflict and to
facilitate the inplementati on of a conprehensive peaceful settlenent, to be
agreed upon by the Afghan parties, which could include, inter alia, the
foll owi ng el ements:

- An i mmedi ate and durabl e ceasefire anong the Afghan parties, to be
supervi sed by a comm ssi on conposed of representatives of all the
warring parties, facilitated by the United Nations and the
Organi zation of the Islamc Conference;

- The demlitarization of Kabul, wth adequate safeguards to ensure
security and public order;

- The establishnment of a broad-based and fully representative
authoritative council, with authority, inter alia;

To create and control a national security force to provide for
security throughout the country and oversee the denobilization
of all the warring parties through the collection and

saf eguardi ng of all heavy weapons in the country, and to stop
the flow of arns and of equipnment related to arnms production to
the parties;

To forma fully representati ve and broad-based transitiona
governnment which would, inter alia, control the nationa
security force and create conditions for free and fair
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el ections leading to a representative national government,
possibly utilizing traditional decision-making structures, such
as a grand assenbly, to help to establish those conditions
t hr oughout the country;
9. Expresses its support for the proposal by the Secretary-General to

further strengthen the United Nations Special M ssion by increasing the nunber
of its mlitary advisers fromthe current two to five and al so by assigning to
it two civilian police advisers

10. Reiterates its call upon all Afghans, especially the | eaders of
warring parties, to cooperate fully with the broad-based authoritative
council, priority being given to the inplementation of the steps referred to

i n paragraph 8 above;

11. Depl ores the civilian casualties inflicted by the indiscrimnate
use of |andm nes, and calls upon all Afghan parties to desist fromsuch use;

12. Denounces the discrimnation against girls and wonen and ot her
viol ati ons of human rights in Afghanistan, and calls upon all Afghan parties
to respect the human rights of every individual, regardl ess of gender,
ethnicity or religion;

13. Denounces al so violations of international humanitarian law in
Af ghani stan, and urgently calls upon all parties strictly to respect all its
provi si ons;

14. Calls upon all Afghan parties to take appropriate steps to
prohi bit, prevent and, if necessary, put a stop to any formof theft, pillage
or msappropriation of and any acts of vandalismdirected against, cultura
property of the Afghan nation

15. Calls upon all States strictly to refrain fromany outside
interference in the internal affairs of Afghanistan, including the involvenent
of foreign mlitary personnel, to respect the right of the Afghan people to
determ ne their own destiny and to respect the sovereignty, independence,
territorial integrity and national unity of Afghanistan;

16. Also calls upon all States immedi ately to end the supply of arns,
ammunition, mlitary equipnment, training or any other mlitary support to al
parties to the conflict in Afghanistan

17. Reiterates that the continuation of the conflict in Afghanistan
provides a fertile ground for terrorismand drug-trafficking which destabilize
t he regi on and beyond, and calls upon the | eaders of the Afghan parties to
halt such activities;

18. Supports the intention of the Secretary-CGeneral to nove the
headquarters of the United Nations Special M ssion to Kabul when conditions
permt;

19. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral to report to the General Assenbly
every three nonths during its fifty-first session on the progress of the
United Nations Special Mssion and to report to the Assenbly at its fifty-
second session on the progress nmade in the inplenentation of the present
resol uti on;
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20. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its fifty-second
session the itementitled "The situation in Afghanistan and its inplications
for international peace and security".

87th plenary neeting

17 Decenber 1996



