UNITED
NATIONS E

Economic and Social Council
A/ Distr.
LI M TED

E/ CN. 17/ 1997/ L. 7
18 April 1997

ORI G NAL: ENGLI SH

COWM SSI ON ON SUSTAI NABLE DEVELGPNMENT
Fifth session

8-25 April 1997

Agenda item 4

PREPARATI ONS FOR THE SPECI AL SESSI ON OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY
FOR THE PURPOSE OF AN OVERALL REVI EW AND APPRAI SAL OF THE
| MPLEMENTATI ON OF AGENDA 21

DI ALOGUE SESSI ONS W TH MAJOR GROUPS

Summary report of the dial ogue session
wi th non-governnmental organizations

(15 April 1997)

Chai r man: M. Czesl aw W eckowski (Pol and), Vice-Chairman, Conm ssion on
Sust ai nabl e Devel opnent

Facilitator: M. Roberto Bissio, Instituto del Tercer Mindo

Presenters: Representatives of the followi ng organi zati ons nade presentations:
Envi ronnental Liaison Center International (ELCl); Association of
Smal| Farners of the Pacific Coast (Costa Rica); Country Wnen's
Associ ation of Nigeria (COMN); Friends of the Earth
International; Environnmental Justice Networking Forum (South
Africa); Third Wrld Network; Latin Anerican Network on Forests;
Consuners International

PRESENTATI ONS

In the five years since the R o Conference, non-governnental organizations
(NGOs) have played an increasingly inportant role in efforts to further
sust ai nabl e devel opment throughout the world. In their dial ogue session, NGs
hi ghl i ght ed past NGO activities, discussed Agenda 21 inplenmentation at the
local, national and regional |evels and set forth actions for the Conmm ssion on
Sust ai nabl e Devel opnent to undertake in the next five years.
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Activities

The di al ogue session provided a sanpling of NGO activities. These included
research on Agenda 21 inplenmentation, studies regardi ng sustainabl e devel opnent
i ndi cators and organi zati on of new grass-roots groups. For exanple:

. A study by ELClI assessed grass-roots action taken on Agenda 21 and made
recommendations for the future. The resultant report, entitled "G ass-
roots reflection on Agenda 21", reveals that Governments are treating the
superficial manifestations of unsustainable practices rather than the
underlyi ng causes. Furthernore, local |evel inplenentation is not
occurring as fast as it should be.

. Friends of the Earth conducted a study of sustainable devel opnent
i ndi cat ors.
. NGOs in Costa Rica have inproved dial ogue with governnent officials.
. African worren have established networks for rural and grass-roots wonen.
. Wbrren in Nigeria devel oped a strategy for gaining credit for wonen.
. NGOs in South Africa are working to further environmental justice issues

and devel op environnmental policies for sustainability.
Qost acl es

st acl es to NGO success under Agenda 21 include ingrained production and
consunption patterns, |lack of access to decision-naking, trade |iberalization

and low political will in regard to sustainabl e devel opnent issues. For
exanpl e:

. CGovernment interest is often lacking in regard to Agenda 21 inpl enentation
. NGOs are often excluded from governnment deci si on-nmaking, especially in

countries with rigid and cl osed governnental processes.

. It is often difficult to convince decision nakers to act on initiatives
devel oped at the comunity | evel

. Busi ness and industry are often unwilling to becone involved wth
sust ai nabl e devel opnent issues.

. Inequity at the local, national and gl obal levels obstructs many efforts
t owar ds sust ai nabl e devel opnent .

. Political will is lacking in forestry issues.

. Education is an inportant yet overlooked conponent of sustainable
devel opnent.
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. Deregul ati on and gl obal i zation are increasing the power of transnationa
corporations and increasing the inequities between rich and poor

. Lack of resources is an inportant limting factor for NGOs.
Priorities

NGOs outlined a spectrumof priorities including eco-sufficiency,
NGO gover nnent rel ations, environnmental education and trade. For exanpl e:

. Eco-sufficiency should replace the concept of eco-efficiency if society is
to become truly sustainable.

. Better nechanisns for NGO government cooperation are needed at the |oca
and national |evels.

. Better nechani sns shoul d be devel oped for comruni cating | ocal experiences
to the global |evel and fostering |earning.

. Capaci ty-bui |l di ng should occur in the governnent sector as well as in the
NGO sect or.
. Educati on and awareness-rai sing should play a larger role in sustainable

devel opnent efforts.

. Government s shoul d honour conmtnents they have nmade for technol ogy sharing
and technol ogy transfer.

. NGO col | aboration with Governnents at the |local, national and internationa
| evel s shoul d be enhanced.

. Changes in production and consunption patterns are essenti al

. Trade has inportant inpacts on environnent and devel opnent and shoul d
receive high priority in efforts to pronote sustai nabl e devel opnent.

. Cor porate accountability should be addressed explicitly and shoul d ensure
attention to social and environnmental responsibilities.

DI ALOGUE

Representative of the follow ng countries nade statenents during the
di al ogue session: Australia, China, Finland, Japan, Norway, Phili ppines,
Sweden, United States of America. Statenents were nmade by the foll ow ng NGOs:
@000 of Sweden, NGO Working Group on Wnen, Health and Environnent, NGO
Educati on Caucus, Costa Rican National Council for NGOs, Association of Northern
Peopl es for Environnment and Devel opnent. NGOs from Bolivia, Mauritius and the
Russi an Federation al so nade statenents, as did the representative of the
Eur opean Comm ssi on.
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Several government representatives described local initiatives in their
countries. One governnent representative noted the inportant role that |oca
muni ci palities played via nonitoring, inspection and enforcenent to ensure
adherence to environnmental standards (Japan). Qhers noted the positive results
t hat Agenda 21 inplenentation had yielded in their countries (China,

Phi | i ppi nes, Sweden). One NGO representative noted increased coordi nation

bet ween NGOs and Gover nnent under Agenda 21 (NGO from Bolivia). Another NGO
representative noted the probl ens of addressing energy and transportation issues
in her country (NGO from Sweden). Another noted the [ ack of NGO participation
in policy decision-making (NGO fromthe Russian Federation).

One governnment representative elicited several comments from others when
she suggested that the Comm ssion on Sustainabl e Devel opnment adopt a procedure
instituted under the Convention on the Rights of the Child (Australia). For
this Convention, NGOs should prepare country reports and Governnents woul d be
required to respond to those reports. An NGO panellist responded favourably to
t he suggestion but noted the financial constraints facing NG3s. Another
governnent representative suggested that NGOs and Governnents col | aborate on
reports, as was done in his country (Philippines).

An NGO representative noted the |ack of government reporting to the
Commi ssion and inquired about the procedures countries followin reporting to
their constituencies at hone (Friends of the Earth). Sonme government
representatives described their reporting procedures. Reporting processes
i nvol ved nunerous stakehol ders, neetings, web sites and nedia (Australia,
Canada, Finland, Norway, Sweden, United States).

One NGO representative noted the need for nore enphasis on education
regardi ng sustainability issues and noted the | ack of educator participation
(Education Caucus). Another noted the inportant educational role that United
Nati ons docunents played in her country (NGO fromthe Russian Federation).

One representative urged that statistics |like those presented by Friends of
the Earth International be used to convince the unconvinced to take up
sust ai nabl e devel opment priorities (European Conm ssion). Another suggested
that the results of the ELCl study be wi dely dissemnated (NGO from Mauritius).

CHALLENGES AND RECOMVENDATI ONS TO THE
COW SSI ON ON SUSTAI NABLE DEVELGPMENT

NGOs presented several recomendations to the Commi ssion. These
reconmendati ons concern increased di al ogue between NGOs and Governnents,
corporate accountability, trade issues and action on forest problens. In
particul ar, NGO requested the Conm ssion to:

. Encour age di al ogue at the | ocal and national levels as well as at the
i nternational |evel

. I ncorporate trade and environnent, trade and devel opnent, and the
i ntersection of trade, environnment and devel oprment into Agenda 21
initiatives and into the future work of the Conmi ssion



E/CN. 17/1997/L. 7
Engl i sh
Page 5

Establ i sh a subcomm ssion or panel on trade and sustai nabl e devel opnent.

Initiate a dialogue with the Wirld Trade O gani zation and its Conmttee on
Trade and Environnent.

Initiate a new round of comuodity agreenents.

Facilitate a sustainable devel opnment and equity review of Wrld Trade
Organi zati on agreenents.

Initiate a review of the Wrld Trade Organi zati on Agricul ture Agreenent.

Take up the issue of intellectual property rights and sustainable
devel opnent.

Investigate the inmpacts of |iberalization on sustainable devel opnent.
Urge the special session of the General Assenbly to adopt a resolution
urging States and organi zations to i nplement activities proposed during the

fourth session of the Intergovernnental Panel on Forests.

Establ i sh a subconmm ssion on corporate accountability.



