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FOR THE PURPOSE OF AN OVERALL REVI EW AND APPRAI SAL OF THE
| MPLEMENTATI ON OF AGENDA 21

DI ALOGUE SESSI ONS W TH MAJOR GROUPS

Summary report of the dial ogue session wi th indi genous people

(15 April 1997)

Chai r man: M. Czesl aw W eckowski (Pol and), Vice-Chairman, Conm ssion on
Sust ai nabl e Devel opnent

Facilitator: M. Devashi sh Roy, Chakma Peopl es, Bangl adesh (Bangl adesh
I ndi genous and Hill Peopl es Association for Advancenent)

Presenters: Representatives of the foll owi ng groups made presentations:
Quechua, Ecuador; Kuna Peopl e, Panama (International Alliance of
I ndi genous and Tri bal Peopl es of the Tropical Forests); Nuuk
Greenland (lnuit G rcunpol ar Conference); Maori, New Zeal and
(Maori Congress); QOgoni, N geria (National Youth Council of Ogon
Peopl e) ; Kankanaey, Phili ppi nes (Asian |Indi genous Wnen's
Net wor k) ; Quechua, United States (International Indian Treaty
Counci |).

PRESENTATI ONS

As noted in the Quechua prayer that opened the session: "people belong to
the Earth, the Earth does not belong to thenf. Al though indi genous peoples are
m ndful of this concept and have much to offer through their sustainable
lifestyles, their needs continue to be overlooked. In the five years since the
Ri o Conference, indigenous groups have becone nore vocal and visible at the
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international level in defence of Mdther Earth. However, their situation at the
regi onal, national and |local |evels has worsened as they confront increased

di scrimnation regarding their econonmic, social, civil and cultural rights. In
their di al ogue session, representatives of a nunber of indigenous communities
shared their experiences and highlighted sonme of the nore pressing problens they
face. |In doing so, they highlighted the inportant |inks between the concerns of
I ndi genous Peopl e and other issues outlined in Agenda 21, including poverty,
human settlenents, rural devel opnent, farnmers, wonen, biodiversity and forests.

Activities

I ndi genous peopl es have chanpi oned a nunber of activities pertaining to
sust ai nabl e devel opnent. These i ncl ude:

. Conti nued application of sustainable practices in everyday life.

. Contributions to the preparation of the draft United Nations declaration on
the rights of indigenous people.

. Support of international forums concerning forestry, biodiversity and
intellectual and cultural property rights.

. Legal action agai nst those pursuing unsustainable mning practices.

. Action that convinced the Governnent of the United States of America to
suspend patenting of genes fromthe Hagai People of Papua New QGui nea.

bst acl es

nstacles to furthering the cause of indi genous peoples include prejudiced
per cepti ons about indi genous peoples, |ack of representation in decision-making
forums, globalization and trade barriers

. Non-i ndi genous peopl e often hold a prejudi ced view of indi genous peoples or
stereotype them as "nobl e savages” with primtive lifestyles and static
comunities.

. Many non-i ndi genous people hold a reductionist viewin which they fail to
recogni ze the inportant |inkages between indi genous peoples and the
ecosystens in which they live.

. I ndi genous peopl es continue to suffer frompoverty, hunger, war, debt,
pol lution, disease, illiteracy and honel essness caused by unsustai nabl e
devel opnent .

. Most international agreements fail to address the needs of indigenous
peopl es adequately. For exanple, the concept of "territories" does not
appear in Agenda 21 or the Forest Principles. Agenda 21 portrays
i ndi genous peoples and their traditional practices as objects of research
for comrercialization. It also makes little reference to indigenous
peoples in the Arctic regions or to the negative inpact of mning
activities on indigenous comunities.
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I ndi genous peopl es | ack representation in international and nationa
foruns.

Trade barriers instituted by European countries and the United States are
often harnful to indigenous peoples (such barriers include the 1983

Eur opean ban on seal pelts, the 1991 European ban on inportation of wld
furs fromleg-hold traps and the United States Mari ne Mammal Protection
Act) .

Use of hazardous chem cals, global warm ng, |ong-range transboundary air
pol lution and | oss of biological diversity have particularly negative
i nplications for indigenous groups in the Arctic regions.

Multil ateral trading systens, econom c gl obalization and trade
liberalization are pronoting a free market in which corporations hold a
great deal of power, little social responsibility and no | oca
accountability.

I ncreased dam buil ding is pronoting displacenment and nargi nalization of
i ndi genous peopl es.

Bi opi racy, bioengineering and bi oprospecting exploit the traditional views
and practices of indigenous peoples.

Devel opnent and sone conservation programes often pronpt mlitarization of
i ndi genous peopl es' comunities and subsequent violations of their rights.

Priorities

The territorial rights of indigenous peoples should be respected and
recogni zed

I ndi genous sel f-determ nation should be recogni zed as an integral part of
sust ai nabl e devel opnent .

I ndi genous peopl es want to determine their own course of devel opnent,
control their affairs and resources, and participate directly and fully in
deci si on-nmaki ng that affects them

I ndi genous peopl es want to exercise rights over the resources of the
ecosystens of their traditional territories.

I ndi genous peopl es urge further progress and action on internationa
conventions for climte change, biological diversity and | ong-range
transboundary air pollution

I ndi genous peopl es shoul d be represented at the highest Ievel in the United
Nat i ons system

Sust ai nabl e devel oprment issues should be addressed in a conprehensive
manner and not reduced to isolated sectoral considerations.
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DI ALOGUE

Representatives of the followi ng countries made statenents: Canada,
Denmark, Nigeria, Peru and the United States of Anerica. The representative of
a non-governmental organi zati on (NGO from Guyana and an i ndi genous peopl es
representative fromthe United States (Sovereign D neh Nation) al so nmade
statenents.

Sone di al ogue participants noted i ssues regardi ng i ndi genous peoples in
their countries. In response to a panellist who described the oppression of the
Qgoni people in Nigeria, one governnent representative noted that the Ogoni are
consi dered an ethnic group in N geria and not indi genous peoples (N geria).

Anot her government representative recalled the nunerous problens that indigenous
peoples in his country faced including drug trafficking, civil strife,

envi ronnental degradation and migration. He expressed solidarity with the

panel lists (Peru). GOher governnent representatives noted the efforts of their
Governnents in furthering the interests of indigenous peoples via the draft
United Nations declaration on the rights of indigenous people (Canada) and

wor kshops concerning a permanent forum for indigenous peoples (Canada and
Dennar k) .

Sone countries explicitly addressed Arctic Council (Canada, United States)
and Dineh Nation issues (United States). |In response to an Inuit panellist, one
representative noted that his Governnent believed that foruns other than the
Arctic Council were nore appropriate for addressing mari ne mammal issues (United
States). Another government representative responded that the Arctic Counci
was capabl e of making its own decisions (Canada). The Inuit panelli st
enphasi zed that acts that prevented the Inuit fromusi ng mamal resources were
adversely affecting their traditional |ives and econonmi es.

The representative of an NGO suggested that international organizations
shoul d devel op funding criteria to guide decision-nmaking on financing of mning
projects (Quyana). An indigenous peoples' representative fromthe United States
called attention to the relocation of her people to make way for coal m nes
(Soverei gn Dineh Nation).

CHALLENGES AND RECOMVENDATI ONS TO THE
COW SSI ON ON SUSTAI NABLE DEVELGPMENT

The primary chal | enges and recomendations for the Comm ssion concern
participation, funding, information, biological diversity and trade issues.

. The international comrunity shoul d recogni ze i ndi genous peopl es as peopl es
and not as non-governmental organizations.

. The United Nations shoul d establish a permanent forum for indi genous
peopl es.
. Forest policy foruns at all levels nmust establish nechanisns to ensure

equal and full participation of indigenous peoples and other forest-
dependent peopl e in deci si on-maki ng.
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The scope of the United Nations Voluntary Fund for Indigenous Popul ati ons
shoul d be expanded so as to enable greater participation by representatives
of indigenous peoples in the full range of United Nations activities.

The United Nations should inprove the dissem nation of information to
i ndi genous peopl es.

The international community shoul d address i ssues concerning biol ogi ca

di versity, such as biotechnol ogy, bioprospecting and the Human Genone
Diversity Project. Institutions and conventions dealing with these issues
must allow for the participation of indigenous peoples. A biosafety

prot ocol under the Convention on Biological Diversity should be speedily
accept ed.

I ndi genous peopl es specifically requested the Conm ssion to:

Promote the inmedi ate adoption of the draft United Nations declaration on
the rights of the indigenous people in its current form

Exam ne the inpacts of globalization, the Wrld Trade Organization and
regi onal agreements on intellectual property rights (e.g., APEC and NAFTA)
on i ndi genous comunities.

Review the activities of transnational corporations, especially the
extractive industries such as mning and tinber, and exam ne the effects of
t hese busi nesses on i ndi genous peoples. Methods of conflict resolution
shoul d be anong the issues consi dered.

Pronot e di al ogue between indi genous and non-i ndi genous groups and
CGovernments at the international, national and | ocal |evels.

Participate in the workshop regarding a United Nations permanent forum for
i ndi genous peoples, to be held in Chile in June 1997.



