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Sunmary report of the dial ogue session with
scientific and technol ogical comunities

(11 April 1997)

Chai r man: Anbassador John Ashe (Antigua and Barbuda), Vice-Chairman,
Conmi ssi on on Sustai nabl e Devel opnent

Facilitator: WM. Julia Marton-Lefevre, Executive Director, International
Council of Scientific Unions (ICSU

Presenters: Representatives of the foll owi ng organi zati ons and programes made
presentations: Partner Programes on Environmental Science
(ICSU); Third World Acadeny of Sciences; Committee on Science and
Technol ogy in Devel oping Countries (1CSU); Wrld Federation of
Engi neeri ng Organi zati ons (WEO); d obal Change System for
Anal ysi s, Research and Training (START); Committee for the
I nternati onal Human Di mensi ons of d obal Environnental Change
Programe (1 HDP); Species Survival Conm ssion (International Union
for Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources (IUCN)).

PRESENTATI ONS
Scientists around the world, particularly those fromthe | CSU and | UCN
net wor ks, have been contributing to the field of environnent and devel opnent for
several decades, nobst notably through contributions to the United Nations
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Conf erence on the Human Environment (1972, Stockholn) and the United Nations
Conf erence on Environment and Devel opnent (1992, Rio de Janeiro). In their
presentations, scientists noted their current activities, the obstacles they
face and priorities for the future.

Activities

Panel | i sts hi ghlighted ongoi ng research and observati on programes, grow ng
recogni ti on of sustainabl e devel opnent issues, and partnerships that link the
scientific community with other groups.

. The research community is no longer in an "ivory tower". Research and
observati on programres enconpass physical and social science activities and
seek to provide useful information. The Wrld Cinmate Research Progranme
(WCRP) ainms at inproving prediction of the physical climte. The
I nternati onal Geosphere Bi osphere Progranmme (I GBP) investigates the effects
of gl obal change on ecosystens. The Diversitas progranme coordi nates
research into biological diversity issues. The International Human
D nensi ons of d obal Change Progranme (I HDP) enhances understandi ng of the
soci al and economi c driving forces behind gl obal change, as well as the
i npacts of and responses to that change.

. There is an inportant need for |ocal solutions and the engagenent of |oca
expertise, particularly in the devel oping countries, in addressing
sustainability challenges. Many scientific organizations are therefore
focusi ng on capacity-buil ding.

. Scientific organi zati ons are devel opi ng advi sory support round tables and
partnerships with other major groups such as business and industry, to
cultivate rel ationshi ps that enhance scientific interface in global change.

. Sone prof essional organi zations, such as the Anerican Society of G vi
Engi neers, have incorporated sustainable devel opment principles in their
code of ethics.

bst acl es

nstacles to furthering science for environnment and devel oprment invol ve
fundi ng, relationships between different disciplinary cultures, inequities
between North and South, and difficulties in engaging the policy comunity. For
exanpl e:

. Funds for research in the areas of sustainable devel opnment are often
I acki ng.
. Research on sustai nabl e devel opnent issues requires expertise from many

different disciplines. Scientists with different backgrounds are stil
unaccustonmed to worki ng together

. There is a shortage of devel oping country scientists and those that are
avai | abl e have inadequate participation in and i nadequate access to
deci si on- maki ng processes.
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. Scientists are often unable to engage the policy comunity effectively.
Priorities

Panel | i sts outlined several priority areas. These address rel ationships
within the scientific community, as well as those between that community, policy

makers and the public.

. Mul tidi sciplinary partnershi ps anong natural scientists, social scientists
and engineers are inportant for sustainabl e devel oprment.

. Wbrren should play a larger role in science and technol ogy endeavours.

. Regi onal and interregional cooperation is inportant for sustainable
devel opnent.

. Sci ence shoul d be directed towards applicable, problemsolving efforts.
. Engi neers shoul d consider long-termcosts in their design processes.
. Pol i cy shoul d be based on sound science, and di al ogue between sci ence and

policy comunities should increase.

. Publ i c awareness of science and scientific know edge rel ated to sustainable
devel opnent need to be further cultivated.

DI ALOGUE

Representatives of the foll owi ng Governnents nade statenents: Czech
Republ i c, Ghana, I|ndonesia, Japan, Ml aysia, Norway, Philippines, Swtzerland,
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United States of America
A statenment was al so nade by the representative of the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) .

Sone representatives requested scientists to comment nore specifically on
what they want from Governments (Norway and Switzerland). Severa
representatives noted the inmportance of inproving public understanding of
sust ai nabl e devel opment and the scientific know edge needed for it (United
States, Indonesia). Ohers noted the lack of scientific information in the
nedi a (Czech Republic), and the difficulties in understanding the scientific
information that is dissem nated (Ghana). Sone representatives noted |inks
bet ween sci ence and Governnent (Japan) and between the scientific comunity and
private sector research and devel opnment (Philippines). Ohers asked about best
and worst practice issues (United Kingdon) and about the efficacy of the
Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of WId Fauna and Fl ora
(G TES) (Mal aysia). UNESCO highlighted the urgent need to increase scientific
capacity and funding for science and technol ogy at both the national and
international |evels.
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CHALLENGES AND RECOMVENDATI ONS TO THE
COW SSI ON ON SUSTAI NABLE DEVELGPMENT

Sone chal | enges and recommendati ons are set out bel ow

. Encour age support for basic science education and research for environnment
and devel opnent i ssues.

. Assi st devel oping countries in national scientific capacity-building.
. Support coordination within the scientific comunity.
. Rai se public awareness of scientific and technol ogical issues related to

sust ai nabl e devel opnent .

. Package scientific information such that it is understandable and
accessible by ordinary citizens as well as policy makers.

. Facilitate di al ogue between scientists and deci si on nakers.

. Conpil e and di ssem nate information on | essons |earned in science and
t echnol ogy.

. | mprove rel ati onshi ps between the scientific comunity and the nedia.

. G ve greater attention to research and devel opnent activities in the
private sector.

. Create direct dialogue opportunities between the Comni ssion on Sustainable

Devel opnent and the representatives of the scientific community on specific
topi cal areas of sustainable devel opnment.



