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Letter dated 1 April 1997 fromthe Chairperson of the
Commi ssion on the Status of Wwnen to the Chairnan of
the Conm ssion on Sustai nabl e Devel opnent

| have the honour to transmit to you the agreed concl usions on women and
t he environnent adopted by the Conm ssion on the Status of Whnen at its forty-
first session (see annex).

As you will note, the Conm ssion has entrusted me with the responsibility
of transmtting the agreed conclusions through you to the Comm ssion on
Sust ai nabl e Devel oprent at its fifth session, as well as to the General Assenbly
at its nineteenth special session to reviewthe inplenmentation of Agenda 21

I would be grateful if arrangenments could be nade to have these agreed
concl usions issued as an official document of the Comm ssion on Sustainable
Devel opnent at its fifth session and of the General Assenbly at its nineteenth
speci al session.

(Signed) Sharon BRENNEN- HAYLOCK
Chai r per son
Conmmi ssion on the Status of Wnen

97- 09633 (E) 110497 /...
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Annex
FOLLOW UP TO THE FOURTH WORLD CONFERENCE ON WOVEN
| MPLEMENTATI ON OF STRATEGQ C OBJECTI VES AND ACTI ON
IN THE CRI TI CAL AREAS OF CONCERN
Agreed conclusions submtted by the Chairperson of the
Commi ssion on the Status of Whnen in the critical area
of concern: wonen and the environnment
1. The recently held United Nations conferences and sunmits, particularly the

Fourth Wrld Conference on Wnen and the United Nations Conference on

Envi ronnent and Devel opnent, have underlined that the contribution of wonmen to
econom ¢ devel opnent, soci al devel opnent and environnental protection, which are
mutual Iy reinforcing conponents of sustainable devel opnent, shoul d be recognized
and supported, and that there is need for a clear gender perspective in

envi ronnent al managenent. Moreover, unless the contribution of women is

recogni zed and supported, sustainable devel opnent will be an el usive goal

2. In the five-year review and assessnent of the results of the United Nations
Conference on Environnment and Devel opnent, noving beyond the concept of wonen as
a maj or group, a major focus should be the mainstream ng of a gender perspective
into the devel opnent and inplenmentation of all |egislation, policies and
programes, with a view to achieving gender equality, taking into account the
Beijing Platformfor Action and the results of other global conferences.

3. I n designing and inpl ementi ng environnental programes and poli cies,

i ncluding those related to the inplenentati on of Agenda 21 and the Beijing
Platformfor Action at the national and local levels, all responsible actors
shoul d ensure that a gender perspective is fully integrated into them through
t he devel opment and application of analytical tools and nmethodol ogi es for
gender - based anal ysis. Mnitoring and accountability mechani snms should be in
pl ace to assess gender mminstream ng and its inpact.

4. The Conm ssi on on Sustai nabl e Devel opnent shoul d mai nstream a gender
perspective into its future work, ensuring that differential inpacts on wonen
and men of policies and programes for sustainabl e devel opment are well
under st ood and effectively addressed.

5. Al'l responsible actors are requested to adopt a holistic, coordinated and
col  aborati ve approach to integrating a gender perspective into sustainable
devel opnent, between governnental ministries and departnents and, at the
international |evel, between United Nations agencies, funds and bodi es and ot her
international entities.

6. Al'l responsible actors shoul d support the active participation of wonmen on
an equal footing with men in sustainable devel opnent at all Ievels, including
participation in financial and technical decision-nmaking through appropriate

| egi sl ation and/or adm nistrative regul ations.



E/ CN. 17/ 1997/ 23
Engl i sh
Page 3

7. Governments should ensure that policies for the liberalization of trade and
i nvestment are conpl enented by effective social and environnmental policies into
whi ch a gender perspective is fully integrated, so as to ensure that the
benefits of growh are fully shared by all sectors of society and to avoid
deterioration of the environment.

8. As consuners, both wonen and nen should be nore aware of their ability to
behave in an environnentally friendly manner through neasures such as

eco-1 abel ling, which is understood by consuners regardl ess of age or |evel of
literacy, and |l ocal recycling schenes.

9. Gender -sensitive research on the inmpact of environnmental pollutants and

ot her harnful substances, including the inpact on the reproductive health of nmen
and wonen, should be intensified and linked with the incidence of female
cancers. The findings should be w dely di ssem nated, taking into account the
results of research on the inplenentation of national policies and programes.
However, lack of full scientific data should not be a reason for postponing
neasures that can prevent harmto human heal t h.

10. The active involvenent of women at the national and international levels is
essential for the devel opnment and inplenentation of policies aimed at pronoting
and protecting the environmental aspects of human health; in particular, in
setting standards for drinking water, since everyone has a right to access to
drinking water in quantity and quality equal to his or her basic needs. A
gender perspective should be included in water resource nmanagenent which,

inter alia, values and reinforces the inportant role that wonen play in
acquiring, conserving and using water. Wnen should be included in decision-
maki ng rel ated to waste di sposal, inproving water and sanitati on systens and

i ndustrial, agricultural and | and-use projects that affect water quality and
quantity. Wmen shoul d have access to clean, affordable water for their human
and econom c needs. A prerequisite is the assurance of universal access to safe
drinking water and to sanitation, and to that end, cooperation at both the

nati onal and international |evels should be encouraged.

11. CGovernnents shoul d conmbat the illegal export of banned and hazardous

chem cal s, including agro-chemicals, in accordance with rel evant internationa
and regional agreements. CGovernnents should support the negotiation of a
legally binding international instrunent for the application of prior inforned
consent procedures for certain hazardous chenicals and pesticides in

i nternational trade.

12. Covernnents, the international comunity and international organizations
shoul d ensure a participatory approach to environnmental protection and
conservation at all levels and, in el aborating policies and programes, should
recogni ze that sustainabl e devel opnent is a shared responsibility of nen and
wonmen and shoul d take into account both nmen's and wonen's productive and
reproductive roles.

13. Al CGovernnents should inplenment their commtments nade in Agenda 21 and
the Beijing Platformfor Action, including those in the area of financial and
t echni cal assistance and the transfer of environmentally sound technol ogies to
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t he devel opi ng countries, and should ensure that a gender perspective is
mai nstreanmed into all such assistance and transfers.

14. The international community and United Nations agenci es should continue to
assi st devel oping countries in devel oping the capacity to carry out gender

i npact assessnents and in devising analytical tools and gender-sensitive

gui delines. A gender perspective should be mainstreaned into all environmenta

i npact assessnents. Governnents, the private sector and international financia
institutions should accelerate efforts to carry out gender inpact assessnents of
i nvest ment deci si ons.

15. CGovernnents, civil society, United Nations agenci es and bodi es, and other
i nternational organizations should collect, analyse and di ssenm nate data

di saggregated by sex and information related to women and the environnment so as
to ensure the integration of gender considerations into the devel opnent and

i mpl ement ati on of sustainabl e devel opment policies and progranmes.

16. Actors such as the United Nations, international financial institutions,
Governnents and civil society should apply a gender perspective in all funding
programes for sustainabl e devel opnent, while acknow edgi ng the inportance of
continuing progranmng targeted at wonen. Funds shoul d be shared across

sect ors.

17. Miltilateral and bilateral donors, Governments and the private sector
shoul d i ncrease support to non-governmental organizations, particularly to
wonmen' s organi zations, in playing an active role in advocacy for the

i mpl ement ati on of Agenda 21 at the international and national |evels,
particularly in supporting national policies and programres for sustainable
devel opnent in the devel oping countries.

18. Such assi stance should al so be rendered to the countries with economes in
transition at the bilateral and nultilateral |evels.

19. Covernnents, educational institutions and non-governnmental organizations,

i ncl udi ng wonen's organi zati ons, should work in collaboration to provide

i nformation on sound environnental practices, support gender-sensitive education
and devel op specific gender-sensitive training progranmes in this area.

20. Al relevant actors should be encouraged to work in partnership with
adol escent girls and boys, utilizing both formal and non-fornmal educationa
training activities, inter alia, through sustainable consunption patterns and
responsi bl e use of natural resources.

21. Political parties should be encouraged to incorporate environnental goals
with a gender dinension into their party platforns.

22. Governnents, in partnership with the private sector and ot her actors of
civil society, should strive to eradicate poverty, especially the fem nization
of poverty, to change production and consunption patterns and to create sound,
wel | -functioning |ocal econom es as the basis for sustainabl e devel opnent,
inter alia, by enpowering the |ocal population, especially wonen. It is also
i nportant for wonmen to be involved in urban planning, the provision of basic
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facilities and conmuni cation and transport networks, and in policies concerned
with safety. International cooperation should be strengthened to achieve this
end.

23. Winen have an essential role to play in the devel opnent sustai nabl e and
ecol ogi cal | y sound consunption and production patterns and approaches to natura
resource managenent. The know edge and expertise of wonen, especially of rura
wonmen and i ndi genous wonen, in the use and the protection of natural resources
shoul d be recogni zed, consolidated, protected and fully used in the design and

i npl ement ation of policies and programmes for the nmanagenent of the environment.

24, Laws shoul d be designed and revised to ensure that wonen have equal access
to and control over |land, unnediated by nale relatives, in order to end | and
rights discrimnation. Wnen should be accorded secure use rights and shoul d be
fully represented in the decision-naking bodies that allocate | and and ot her
forms of property, credit, information and new technol ogies. In the process of
the inplenentation of the Beijing Platformfor Action, wonen shoul d be accorded
full and equal rights to own |and and other properties, inter alia, through

i nheritance. Land reform programres shoul d begin by acknow edgi ng the equality
of women's rights to |l and and take other neasures to increase |and availability
to poor wonen and men.

25. CGovernnents should pronote the devel opnent of ecol ogical tourism
initiatives in order to pronote and facilitate wonen's entrepreneuria
activities in this field.

26. Education and training of young people on the human rights of wonen shoul d
be assured and traditional and customary practices that are harnful to and
di scrimnate agai nst wonen shoul d be elimnnated.

27. CGovernnments, research institutions and the private sector should support
the role of wonen in devel opi ng environnental ly sound technol ogi es, such as
sol ar energy, and in influencing the devel opnent of new and appropriate

t echnol ogi es by ensuring education and training in science and technol ogy.

28. CGovernnents, the private sector and the international comunity are call ed
upon to give priority attention to the |links between security, arned conflict
and the environnent, and their inpact on the civilian population, in particular
wonen and chil dren.

29. Recogni zing that gender equality is essential to the achi evenent of
sust ai nabl e devel opment, the Chairperson of the Comm ssion on the Status of
Winmen shoul d bring the agreed concl usions of the Conm ssion on the Status of
Wnen on wonen and the environment to the attention of the Chairperson of the
Commi ssi on on Sustai nabl e Devel opnent at its fifth session and of the Genera
Assenbly at its special session to review the inplenmentation of Agenda 21



