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The PRESIDENT: | declare open the 757th plenary neeting of the
Conf erence on Di sar manent .

At the outset, | should |like to extend a warm wel cone to the newy
appoi nted representative of Cuba, Anbassador Carlos Amat Fores, who is
attending the Conference for the first time. | wish to assure him of our
cooperation and support.

Towards the end of this plenary, | shall invite the Conference to

consi der the requests of Luxembourg and Kyrgyzstan to participate as observers
inits work, in accordance with the rules of procedure, w thout first going
t hrough an informal plenary.

I have on ny list of speakers for today the representative of Slovaki a.
I now give the floor to Anbassador Maria Krasnohorska.

M s. KRASNOHORSKA (Sl ovakia): M. President, please allow ne to
commence by congratul ati ng you on the assunption of the presidency of the
Conference on Disarmanment. It is a great pleasure to see a fellow
representative of the Central European region in this office. | can assure
you of ny delegation's full support for your endeavours.

I should also Iike to pay a special tribute to your distinguished
predecessor, Anmbassador Joun Yung Sun, who spared no effort in |ooking for
sol utions and generally acceptable conpronises in order to fornulate the CD s
agenda for 1997. If | may use his expression, he “left no stone unturned”
and at last, thanks to his diplomatic skills and hard work, he found the right
sol ution.

At the same time, | should Iike to extend ny warmfeelings to the
Secretary-Ceneral of the Conference M. Vladimr Petrovsky, his deputy
M. Bensmail, and their staff, as well as the interpreters, for their val uable
support and services. Lastly, | want to welconme the newmy arrived col | eagues

and wish themall the best in their work and private life in Geneva.

| believe the positions of ny country on the agenda and the practica
wor k programre of the CD are quite clear. They have been nade public severa
times by my del egation, as well as by the coordinator of the Eastern European
Group at the Presidential consultations. Therefore | have so far felt no need
to speak on the discussed issues. Nevertheless, we always honour the w shes
of the CD Presidents. M statenent today is therefore a reaction to your
predecessor's appeal to all del egati ons which have not spoken yet during this
sessi on.

As usual |y happens after inportant achi evenents by international bodies,
the crossroads represents a mgjor challenge. The challenge requests of al
the participants to anal yse the past and ook into the future with a certain
di stance and political wisdom The Slovak del egati on has foll owed the
di scussions on the CD agenda and work progranme with great attention
Unfortunately, the progress seenmed to be quite slow and pai nstaking, the
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positions of sone delegations rather inflexible. W have someti mes been
concerned by the spirit of non-confidence and, fromtime to tine,
confrontation. M country believes that nutual confidence, pragmati sm and
concentration on the issues that join us rather than those that separate us is
the only way to proceed.

Sl ovakia many tinmes spoke in favour of a noderni zed agenda.
Unfortunately, it was not possible to reach consensus on its nodernization at
the present stage. W therefore supported the path suggested by the President
and fully accepted the nodified 1996 agenda as the “|owest conmon
denom nator”. It is less than we wi shed but we fully realize how nmuch effort
the President invested in this affair. At the sane tine we have believed that
t he adoption of the agenda for 1997 is a fundanental prerequisite for the
further work of the CD. Now we are, thanks to Anbassador Yung Sun, better
of f. Nevertheless, we are not over the water yet. The issue of the CD s work
programme is no |less contentious than the agenda. On the contrary, ny
del egation believes that especially the discussion on the working programre
will verify the flexibility, readiness to conpronise and political w sdom of
its participants. 1In the heat of the debates we shoul d renmenber that
i nternational public opinion is watching the CD proceedings very closely. The
expectations are far frombeing low The CD, as the only multilatera
negoti ati ng body on the issues of arms control and di sarmanent, should better
meet them It has no right to freeze all substantial progress due to a
deadl ock.

Speci al have been al so the expectations of the Slovak Republic, which
wor ked so hard to assunme the post liberated by the fornmer Czecho-Slovakia. It
woul d be disappointing to start year 1997 by draggi ng consultations and
post ponement of the work on real problenms that go beyond the walls of this
room and concern nillions of people. Let us get down to this work

I have used this floor several tines to express Slovakia's concerns
about |inkages being introduced between substantial elenents of the CD's work
We still believe that such Iinkages are not likely to be helpful - on the
contrary, there is a realistic threat that they will be counter-productive and
endanger progress even on those itens where it is possible.

Now, M. President, let nme kindly share with you some comments and
remarks on the subject of the CD's work progranme. | want to re-enphasize
that the CDis the only global arnms control and disarmanment negoti ati ng body.
It has therefore to deal with the nost pressing issues. W believe that today
these i ssues are the question of nuclear weapons on the one hand and
conventi onal weapons on the other. The intensive consultations |ed by your
di stingui shed predecessor Anmbassador Yung Sun showed that within these two
fields there are at | east three issues commandi ng quite broad support, nanely
the fissile material cut-off, nuclear disarmanent and the conpl ex issue of
anti-personnel |andmines. Slovakia believes that the CD should concentrate on
t hese i ssues.

After the conpletion and adoption of the CTBT, the CD should continue to
play its prinordial role. Wen |ooking for ways on how to neet this task in
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the field of nuclear weapons, we should start by the inplenentation of the
“Principles and objectives for nuclear non-proliferation and di sarmanent”.

In Slovakia' s view, the CD should concentrate on the negotiations on the
fissile material cut-off treaty as a further | ogical step on the path of

nucl ear di sarmanent. W believe that the FMCT ad hoc comm ttee shoul d

be re-established without further delay. Special Coordinator

Ambassador Shannon's mandate can serve as the basis of the ad hoc conmittee's
work. The mandate is broad enough to neet all legitimte concerns.

In our viewthe CD should, at the sanme tinme, start a discussion in order
to explore what further role it could play in nuclear disarmanment and to
identify the specific issues on which it could enbark. An extensive and
conpl ex discussion on this issue is a prerequisite and should carefully |ay
the ground for eventual negotiations.

Concerni ng conventional weapons, in recent years it has becone a cliché
to state that since the Second World War, conventional weapons have taken a
tremendous toll on hurman life. In the stricken countries regional or |oca
conflicts caused disruption of States, their econom es and social structures
and often led to unprecedented humanitarian crises. One of the nodern pl agues
causing this disaster are anti-personnel |andm nes. The reason is the
i ncredi bly high nunber of indiscrimnately laid mnes. Unfortunately, m nes
are inexpensive, easy to produce and use and their life-span is very long. On
the contrary, mne-clearing is a very demanding and risky activity. Slovakia
wel conmed the international community's understanding of the grow ng
humani tarian crisis and the start of action. In 1994 the Slovak Governnment
confirmed that Slovakia does not produce any m nes and, also in 1994, adopted
a noratoriumof unlimted duration on all transfers. Slovakia has
participated in the nultilateral efforts fromthe very begi nning by
co-sponsoring the relative United Nations General Assenbly resolutions and
supporting the strengthening of Protocol Il to the CCW Since |ast year it
has al so taken part in the Otawa Process. | therefore believe that it wll
be no surprise if |I reconfirmour interest in the [andm nes issue. W are of
the opinion that the strengthening process of the CCWdi d not neet
expectations. The problem of |andn nes has beconme so grave that every
suitabl e possibility and forumis to be made use of, including the CD, for the
pronotion of the issue. Especially, if we are interested in the realization
of a global and effective ban on anti-personnel |andm nes, supported by a
simpl e but effective verification nmechanism W believe that the CD has the
necessary experience and expertise to achieve this.

On the other hand, | have to enphasize that we do not perceive the
openi ng of negotiations in the CD as an alternative to the Gttawa Process. W
are of the opinion that these two processes should be conpl enmentary and
nmutual I'y reinforcing.

Maybe | should recall at this stage the words of M. Al exander Downer,
M ni ster for Foreign Affairs of Australia, who urged the CD to prove to those
who do not believe that this Conference can deliver a treaty fast enough to
nmeet the urgency of the humanitarian crisis that they are wong.
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Bef ore concluding, | should like to address another inportant issue,
nanely the expansion of the CD. As a country that has recent nenories of
bei ng an observer, we are full of understanding for the cause of the applicant
countries. Slovakia many tines stated that, according to its belief, the CD
shoul d be open to every applicant. Having in mnd these two facts, Slovakia
fully supports the idea of nonminating a special coordinator for CD expansion
with a broad mandate to explore possible nodalities and ways forward.

In conclusion | should like to stress once again that the tine for bold
nmoves by the CD and its nenber States is ripe. | wish you all success in your
efforts, M. President.

The PRESIDENT: | thank the representative of Slovakia for her statenent
and for the kind words addressed to the Chair. Does any other del egati on w sh
to take the floor at this stage? | recognize the representative of Finland.

Anbassador Patokallio has the fl oor

M. PATOKALLIO (Finland): M. President, let nme begin ny brief remarks
by congratul ati ng you on your assunption of the presidency of the Conference
on Di sarmanment. You can count on the full and active cooperation of ny
country in your imnportant task

My brief remarks will focus on one issue only: the issue of
anti-personnel |andnmines. The issue of anti-personnel |andm nes has now been

di scussed within the Conference on Di sarmanent for several weeks. It is tinme
to nmove from di scussion to action. The international community is calling for
concrete progress. The CD should respond to its call. The CD should prove to

t hose who do not believe that this Conference can deliver the treaty fast
enough to neet the urgency of the humanitarian crisis that they are wong (and
| am quoting the Australian Foreign Mnister).

The M nister for Foreign Affairs of Finland stated in her address at the
United Nations General Assenbly last fall that the Conference on Di sarmanment,
as the single negotiating body for disarmanment of the international comrunity,
is the nost natural forum for negotiations on anti-personnel |andm nes.
Clearly, an increasing nunmber of delegations at this Conference share her
VI ew.

The objective for Finland has been and remains to establish w thout
delay an ad hoc conmittee on anti-personnel |andmnes. |Its task should be to
negoti ate a global, legally binding and verifiable ban on these weapons.

At the opening session of the CD in January, Finland proposed the
appoi ntnent of a special coordinator for anti-personnel landmnes. | wish to
repeat this proposal. The intervening weeks have convi nced us even nore that
t he appoi ntment of a special coordinator is the nost realistic and effective
means to cone to an agreenent on the establishnent of the ad hoc comrittee and
to start negotiations.

I would like to ask you, M. President, to seek agreement now on the
appoi ntnent of the special coordinator. Hi's or her job would be to explore
the possibility of addressing the issue of anti-personnel |andm nes in the
Conf er ence.
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We hope that you, M. President, could reach an agreement on the specia
coordinator if not today, then by the next plenary. The coordi nator should
address the mandate and other issues related to the establishnment of the
ad hoc committee. Finally, | want to underline the sense of urgency. |
believe that the coordinator should be tasked to report to the Conference
bef ore Easter.

The PRESIDENT: | thank the representative of Finland for his statenent
and for the kind words addressed to the Chair. | would ask agai n whether any
ot her del egati on wishes to take the floor at this stage.

As | announced earlier today, | should now like to take up for decision
the requests received from Luxenbourg and Kyrgyzstan to participate, as
observers, in the work of the Conference during its 1997 session. These
requests are contained in docunment CD/ WP. 485, which is before us. My | take
it that the Conference agrees to these requests?

It was so deci ded.

The PRESIDENT: As you are all aware, on Tuesday evening, | conpleted
the round of bilateral consultations with nenbers of the Conference, with a
view to proceeding to the next step of our work follow ng the adoption of the
agenda for the session, nanely to devel op consensus on the organizationa
arrangenents to deal with the issues that are before the Conference.

I amin the process of making a thorough assessment of these
consul tations, the outcone of which will be brought to the attention of the
menbers of the Conference in an appropriate nmanner

I have appreciated very much the open way in which del egati ons expressed
their views. | am therefore, nost thankful for the spirit of cooperation and
under st andi ng di spl ayed by all del egati ons.

The consul tations proved to be useful, allowing ne to see better where
del egations stand as far as their positions on three inmportant issues are
concerned: nanely, on nucl ear disarmanent, the fissile material cut-off
treaty and anti-personnel |andm nes, as well as, in sonme cases, on other
i ssues of mmjor interest to them

Interesting i deas and suggesti ons have been expressed. But the nmain
| esson that | have learned is that more work is needed in order to nmake
tangi bl e progress. | amready to continue ny efforts to this end in a manner
consistent with the rules of procedure of the Conference on Di sarnmanent.

This concludes my prelimnary remarks on the bilateral consultations I
hel d.

The next plenary neeting of the Conference will be held on
Thursday, 6 March 1997 at 10 a.m

The neeting rose at 10.45 a.m




