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. UNITED NATI ONS VOLUNTEERS PROGRAMVE

1. The year 1996 was an exciting one for the United Nations Vol unteers (UNV)
programe. The organi zation noved its headquarters from Geneva, Switzerland to
Bonn, Germany in July and celebrated its twenty-fifth anniversary. A total of
3,242 UNV specialists and fieldwrkers from 137 nations served in 140 countri es.
More than 600 UNV-identified specialists worked with the Organisation for
Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) during the elections in Bosnia and
Herzegovina. |In addition, there were 120 national eco-volunteers and hundreds
of Transfer of Know edge Through Expatriate Nationals (TOKTEN) and United
Nations International Short-Term Advisory Services (UNI STAR) vol unteers serving
around the world. The organization increasingly directed its efforts towards
poverty eradication, peace-building, denocratization, and relief to devel oprment,
whil e continuing to pursue classic, community-focused devel opnent work

2. In the area of poverty eradication, a regional workshop on UNV
contributions in sub-Saharan Africa was held in February 1996 i n Quagadougou
Bur ki na Faso, with UNDP resident representatives/resident coordinators,
governnent officials and non-governnental organization (NGO representatives.
Results included requests from UNDP country offices for collaboration in this
region. UNV specialists were increasingly utilized in support of UNDP poverty-
rel ated programmes, specifically in China, Kyrgystan, the Lao People's
Denocratic Republic, Mngolia, Nam bia, Nepal, Senegal, Sri Lanka, Togo, Uganda,
the United Republic of Tanzania and Zi nbabwe. UNV | aunched a nunber of poverty-
rel ated, comunity-based initiatives in Latin America, including projects with
street children in Central America; with artisans in Ecuador; with popul ations
around Sao Paul o, Brazil; and with the UNDP Participatory Devel opment Programme
in the Caribbean, notably in Barbados, Guyana and Trini dad and Tobago.

3. UNV was al so quite active in the area of peace-buil ding and
denocrati zati on. Through the assignment of 234 specialist volunteers, UNV
continued to provide support to United Nations missions, including the United
Nations Angola Verification Mssion (UNAVEM, the United Nations Mssion to
Haiti (UNMH), the United Nations Gbserver Mssion in Rnanda (UNAM R) and the
United Nations Cbserver Mssion in Liberia (UNOML). |In addition, UNV sel ected
and fielded 40 election logistics specialists and 605 el ecti on supervisors for
OSCE for the Septenber national elections in Bosnia and Herzegovina. This was
the first operation of UNV on such a significant scale in support of a regiona
organi zation. Sixty-five UNV specialists were also fielded as human rights
nonitors in Rmanda in connection with United Nations Centre for Human Rights
(UNCHR) activities.

4. On the occasion of its twenty-fifth anniversary, UNV organized, within the
framework of the May 1996 session of the UNDP Executive Board, a special event

i nvol ving a substantive discussion and debate on "Tackling the Root Causes of
Conflict - Roles for Volunteers?" The event was chaired by the Adm nistrator
On this occasion the Administrator also |aunched the book Vol unteers agai nst
Conflict, witten by UNV specialists and based on field experiences in

humani tari an and peace-buil di ng m ssi ons.
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5. In the area of relief to devel opnent, UNV specialists continued to be
present at the local level in post-conflict situations in Bosnia and

Her zegovi na, Canbodia, Haiti, Myzanbi que, and Rwanda, extending United Nations
system outreach to | ocal populations in support of rehabilitation processes.
Many UNV specialists were involved in quick-inpact projects supported as an
entry point to stimulating |onger-termlocal devel opnent initiatives. For
exanpl e, in Myzanbi que, UNV specialists and fieldworkers facilitated the rura
resettlenent of formerly displaced persons and denobilized soldiers in six
provinces in cooperation with governnent services and a nunber of civil society
organi zati ons.

6. In a continuous effort to focus increasingly on the identity, role and
direction of its work, UNV Strategy 2000 was finalized at the end of 1996. The
docunment was enriched by considerable insights received fromUNV partners within
and outside the United Nations system According to Strategy 2000, UNV wil |
focus on responding to specific country needs, actively building partnerships
and exploring vol unteer response to issues of global concern identified in
United Nations summts and conferences. The main areas of concentration will be
urban devel opnment, environnmental managenent and preventive/curative devel oprment.
| npl enentation of Strategy 2000 will be built mainly upon | essons |earned from
various eval uations undertaken during the past few years.

1. SPECIAL UNIT FOR TECHNI CAL COOPERATI ON
AMONG DEVELGPI NG COUNTRI ES

7. In 1996, the Special Unit for technical cooperation anong devel opi ng
countries (TCDC) supported the inplenentation of activities consistent with the
TCDC New Directions mandate approved by the Hi gh-Level Conmittee (HLC) on the
Revi ew of TCDC in 1995 and endorsed by the Econom ¢ and Soci al Council and the
General Assenbly. Special enphasis was placed on the areas of priority approved
by the HLC, such as trade and investnent, nacroecononic policy devel opnment and
coordi nation, poverty eradication and managenent of the environnment. These
areas accord with the objectives of sustainable human devel opnment (SHD). In
1996 the Special Unit for TCDC i ssued a publication entitled TCDC and

Sust ai nabl e Human Devel opnent, which provi ded specific exanples of the |inkage
bet ween TCDC and SHD.

8. In the area of poverty eradication, inportant enphasis was placed on the
i npl enentati on of the 237 agreenents concluded anong the participants in the
capacity and needs-mat ching exercise on credit and rural poverty, held in
Bangl adesh in September 1994. At present, about one third of the agreenents
have been i nmpl enented, while others are in various stages of preparation. The
Special Unit has provided foll owup support, including funds, to facilitate a
hi gher rate of inplenentation of the agreenents.

9. As a followup to the World Summit for Social Devel opnent (WBSD), support
was provided to several Latin American countries in exchangi ng experiences of
successful poverty eradication programmes. |n collaboration with the Latin
Anerican Econom ¢ System (SELA), efforts were nade to stinulate the devel opnent
of small-scale enterprises through an analysis of the opportunities offered by
the various integration arrangenents in the region. The Special Unit is
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monitoring followup activities by the countries concerned to translate the
know edge gained into concrete action in establishing small businesses.

10. Wth respect to managenent of the environnment, support of an institutiona
nature was continued for the International Network on Small HydroPower based in
Hangzhou, China. The network has been successful in pooling the resources of
the main regional energy institutions in Africa, Latin America and Asia. It
serves as an expert facility and repository of technical information relating to
t he sustai nabl e devel opment of small hydropower operations as a viable and
environnental ly friendly alternative source of energy, particularly in rura
areas of devel oping countries. The E-7 Network of Expertise, a consortium of
the major energy authorities of the G7 industrialized countries, has undertaken
to share its technical know how on energy devel opnment with the network

11. Support was also provided to facilitate the establishment of a network of
regi onal groups focusing on the exchange of technical information, policies,
practices and facilities relating to bio-systematics. This involves the
identification and classification of insects, nenmatodes and nmicro-organi sns in
the Pacific |Islands (PACI NET), East Asia (ASEANET) and East Africa (EAFRI NET),
under a technical cooperation arrangenent with BIO Net International. BlIO Net
links institutions specialized in bio-systematics |ocated for the nobst part in
devel oped countries. The effective use of bio-systenmatics has inportant
implications not only in the managenent of a country's species, but also in the
devel opnent of agriculture and food production

12. Also related to the environnent, inmportant support was provided to the
preparatory activities leading up to the Second United Nations Conference on
Hurmman Settlenents (Habitat I1). A nonograph on "Best Practices" in urban
managenment was conpiled. |t served as background docunentation to a series of
regional nmeetings in Asia, Africa, Latin America and the Caribbean

13. Wth respect to sustainable devel opnent in the context of multiple sectors,
support was continued for the inplenmentation of the Programme of Action for the
Sust ai nabl e Devel opnent of Small |sland Developing States (SIDS). The first
draft of the Directory of Experts and Institutions of Small |sland Devel oping
States, consisting of four volumes, was prepared and nade avail able to SIDS

t hrough the UNDP country offices and to relevant United Nations agenci es and

ot her concerned institutions. This information has al so been nade avail able via
the Internet through the TCDC Information Referral System (INRES). In
supporting the formulation of a SIDS Techni cal Assistance Programe (Sl DSTAP)
assessnments of technical cooperation priorities under the 14 chapters of the
Programe of Action were undertaken covering SIDS in the Caribbean and Afri ca.
Future support will concentrate on nobilizing resources and directing funding of
specific activities arising fromthese assessnents as well as fromthe joint
identification of devel opment priorities with SIDS in the Pacific |slands.
Support was al so provided to furthering the devel opnent of the SIDS Information
Net work (SI DSNet) by updating the feasibility study whi ch produced four options
for its future devel opnent. These options will be exam ned and inplenmented in
the context of a SIDSNet pilot exercise in 1997.

14. In the area of nmacroecononi c policy devel opnent and coordi nati on, support
was provided to the Third Wrld Network. This network hel ps devel opi ng
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countries dissem nate and anal yse information relating to the post-U uguay Round
of trade tal ks and the establishnment of the Wrld Trade Organi zati on (WO .
These activities have inmportant inplications for trade and | arger social and
econom ¢ devel opment in the context of a global econony. Inportant support was
al so provided to the Group of 77 and China with respect to the preparatory
process for the convening of the South-South Conference on Trade, Finance and

I nvestment held in Costa Rica in January 1997.

15. The Special Unit established a web site on the Internet and the TCDC | NRES
dat abase was expanded to cover information on the capacities of 3,400
institutions in 60 developing countries. Further work will take place in 1997
to devel op INRES into a nultidi mensional database containing information on
experts, best practices on priority areas identified and centres of excellence
in the South.

16. Wiile the overall TCDC programe was successfully inplenented during 1996
failure to integrate systematically the TCDC nodality into project

i mpl ementation and the | ack of effective operational integration between TCDC
and economni ¢ cooperation anmong devel opi ng countries (ECDC) were constraints to
full realization of its potential

17. Based on experience and in accord with recommendations in the report "New
Directions for TCDC', the programe for 1997-1999 will adopt a nore strategic
orientation. It will focus on high-priority activities in trade, investnent,
nmacr oeconom ¢ policy, poverty eradication, environment, production and

enpl oynment, which are likely to have a major inpact on devel oping countri es.

The progranmme will also work towards closer operational integration between TCDC
and ECDC and greater use of TCDC in programes supported by the United Nations
devel opnent system Special enphasis will be placed on the conpilation of best
practices in critical priority areas identified with a viewto replicating them
in other devel oping countri es.



