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Note by the President of the General Assenbly

1. Inits resolution 51/181, which was adopted by consensus on

16 Decenber 1996, the CGeneral Assenbly recognized, inter alia, the inportant
contributions made by major groups, including non-governnmental organizations, at
the United Nations Conference on Environnent and Devel opnent and in the

i npl enentation of its reconmendations, and invited the President of the Genera
Assenbly, in consultation with Menber States, to propose to Menber States
appropriate nodalities for the effective involvenent of major groups in the

ni net eent h speci al session of the Assenbly.

2. On the basis of the nandate given to nme by the General Assenbly in
resolution 51/181 and foll owing consultations with Menber States, | have the
honour to submt herewith for the consideration of the Assenbly the text of a
draft decision, which | propose to be considered under agenda item 97 (b),

Envi ronnent and sustai nabl e devel opnent: special session for the purpose of an
overal |l review and appraisal of the inplenentation of Agenda 21

3. In order for the General Assenbly to take the required action, it will be
necessary to reopen consideration of agenda item 97 (b).
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ANNEX

Draft decision

Participation of major groups, including non-governnenta
organi zations, in the nineteenth special session of the
Ceneral Assenbly

The General Assenbly, recalling its resolution 51/181 of 16 Decenber 1996,
in which it recognized, inter alia, the inportant contributions nmade by maj or
groups, including non-governnental organizations, at the United Nations
Conf erence on Environment and Devel opnent, held at Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, from
3 to 14 June 1992, and in the inplenentation of its recomendati ons, and
recalling also that in the sanme resolution it invited the President of the
Ceneral Assenbly, in consultation with Menber States, to propose to Menber
States appropriate nodalities for the effective involvenment of mgjor groups in
t he ni neteenth special session of the General Assenbly:

(a) Decides that major groups, including non-governnental organizations,
will be invited to participate in the plenary neeting of the nineteenth specia
session of the General Assenbly in the debate on an overall review and appraisa
of the inplementation of Agenda 21;°

(b) Decides also that major groups, including non-governmnenta
organi zati ons, that cannot be accommpdated in the debate on an overall review
and apprai sal of the inplementation of Agenda 21 in the plenary neeting of the
ni net eent h speci al session may be invited to address the Ad Hoc Conmittee of the
VWhol e of the special session

(c) Invites the President of the General Assenmbly to extend invitations to
representatives of mmjor groups, including non-governnental organizations, to
participate in the nineteenth special session of the General Assenbly;

(d) Decides that arrangenents concerning the participation of major
groups, including non-governmental organizations, in the nineteenth specia
session of the General Assenbly will in no way create a precedent for other
speci al sessions of the Assenbly.

2 Report of the United Nations Conference on Environnent and Devel opnent,
Rio de Janeiro, 3-14 June 1992 (United Nations publication, Sales No. E. 93.1.8
and corrigenda), vol. I: Resolutions Adopted by the Conference, resolution 1,
annex |1




