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Letter dated 31 March 1997 fromthe Pernanent Representative
of the Republic of Korea to the United Nations addressed to
the Secretary-CGenera

I have the honour to transmit to you a resolution of the National Assenbly
of the Republic of Korea calling for the cancellation of a plan by a power
conpany of Taiwan Province of China to ship 200,000 barrels of radioactive waste
to the Denocratic People's Republic of Korea.

Chapter 22 of Agenda 21 specifically deals with the issue of radioactive
waste. At its second session, in My 1994, the Conmm ssion on Sustainable
Devel opnent call ed upon the international comunity to take all necessary steps
to prohibit the export of radioactive waste, except to countries with
appropriate waste treatnent and storage facilities. Furthernore, radioactive
wastes are cited as one of the mgjor threats to the environment in a docunent of
the fifth session of the Comm ssion (E/CN. 17/1997/4).

The fact that a power conpany of Taiwan Province of China could attenpt to
export radioactive waste to a country where appropriate facilities are | acking,
wi t hout being subject to any existing international regulatory mechani sm
clearly testifies to the need to strengthen the current international regine
controlling the transboundary nmovenent of radi oactive waste. The newly energing
threat and danger to the environnment arising fromirresponsible and

* A/S-19/1, to be issued.
** E/1997/100, to be issued.

97-08800 (E) 070497 /...



A S-19/8
E/ 1997/ 20
Engl i sh
Page 2

i nappropriate transboundary novenments of radi oactive waste deserves the serious
attention of the Comm ssion on Sustainabl e Devel opnment and of the Genera
Assenbly at its special session

| would greatly appreciate it if you would arrange for the present letter
and the annexed resolution to be circulated as an official document of the fifth
session of the Comm ssion on Sustainabl e Devel opment, under item 4 of the
provi si onal agenda, and of the special session of the General Assenbly for the
purpose of an overall review and appraisal of the inplenentation of Agenda 21.

(Signed) PARK Soo G|
Per manent Representative
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Annex*
RESCOLUTI ON CALLI NG FOR THE W THDRAWAL OF THE PLAN TO SHI P
TAIVWAN S NUCLEAR WASTE TO NORTH KOREA
The National Assenbly of the Republic of Korea,
Stressing that good-nei ghbourliness is the suprene value in relations

bet ween nei ghbouring countries, and that the environnent should be protected and
preserved not just for our generation but also for our descendants,

Deeply concerned that nuclear waste, even of low or md-|evel radioactivity
can seriously affect the environnment for human beings, and that damages caused
by radiation may |ast |onger than a century,

Bearing in mind the generally accepted principle of international |aw that
nucl ear waste should be stored or disposed of in the country where they are
gener at ed,

Noting that Taiwan's attenpt to ship its nuclear waste to North Korea
seeking its own benefit at the expense of another country's environnent, is
et hi cal | y unaccept abl e,

Recalling that the European Union declared it wong for economcally and
techni cal |y advanced nations to export nuclear waste to devel opi ng countries by
adopting in 1989 the Lone Convention which banned the EU nenber States' shipnent
of nuclear waste to African, Caribbean and Pacific region

Expressing our firmbelief that it is unacceptable for North Korea to
i mport nucl ear waste against the interest of our nation and at the risk of
contam nati ng our people's living environnent,

Deeply concerned that such an unscrupul ous step taken by North Korea can
j eopardi ze the ongoi ng inter-Korean cooperative projects,

Sincerely hoping that Taiwan will contribute to the pronotion of friendly
and cooperative relations in this region by withdrawing its plan to ship nucl ear
waste to North Korea,

1. Strongly urges the Taiwanese authorities to imedi ately stop the plan
of exporting their nuclear waste to North Korea;

* The present annex has been reproduced as received. The designations
enpl oyed and the presentation of the material in this annex do not inply the
expression of any opini on whatsoever on the part of the Secretariat of the
United Nations concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or
area or of its authorities, or concerning the delimtation of its frontiers or
boundari es.
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2. Sternly demands in the nanme of the Korean people that the North Korean
authorities not inport nuclear waste from Taiwan or any other source in order to

preserve the health and safety not just of our own generation but of our future
generations as well.



