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LETTER DATED 7 APRI L 1997 FROM THE PERVANENT REPRESENTATI VE OF
UGANDA TO THE UNI TED NATI ONS ADDRESSED TO THE PRESI DENT OF THE
SECURI TY COUNCI L

On instructions frommy Government, | have the honour to transmit to you a
statenment issued at the end of the Quadrilateral tal ks between the Foreign
M nisters of the Islamc Republic of Iran, Uganda and Mal awi and the First
Under-Secretary of the Mnistry of Foreign Affairs of the Sudan, held at
Ent ebbe, Uganda, from 13 to 15 March 1997.

| shall be grateful if you will have the text of the present letter and its
annex circulated as a docunent of the Security Council

(Signed) Professor SEMAKULA Kl WANUKA
Anbassador
Per manent Representative

97- 09292 (E) 080497 l...
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Annex

Statenent issued at the end of the Quadrilateral Tal ks between
the Foreign Mnisters of the Islamc Republic of Iran, Uganda
and Malawi and the First Under-Secretary of the Mnistry of
Foreign Affairs of the Sudan, held at Entebbe, Uganda from

13 to 15 March 1997

In pursuance of the efforts nmade to bring about peace and stability between
t he Republic of Uganda and the Republic of the Sudan, Uganda's First Deputy
Prime Mnister/Mnister for Foreign Affairs, the Hon. Eriya Kategaya, hosted the
nmeeting of Foreign Mnisters of the Islamic Republic of Iran, the
Hon. Ali Akabar Vel ayati, the Hon. AA. G Nga Mafu of the Republic of Ml awi and
M. Ai Animeri, the First Under-Secretary in the Sudanese Mnistry of Foreign
Affairs.

The nmeeting, chaired by M. Vel ayati, reviewed and reassessed the situation
regardi ng the normalization of relations between the Sudan and Uganda since the
| ast nmeeting held at Tehran from 3-4 Novenber 1996 and focused, inter alia, on
the establishnent of the verification teamas contained in the Khartoum
Agreenent of 9 Septenber 1996 (S/1996/740). It was regrettable that this
particul ar nmeeting ended without any agreenment as concerns were expressed by
Uganda on the failure to inplenment the provisions of the Khartoum Agreenent
since it was signed. Uganda believes that nore positive practical steps need to
be taken by the Sudan for the full inplementation of the Agreenent.

Uganda has al ways subscri bed to good-nei ghbourliness and in this regard has
spared no efforts in advancing this course with its neighbour, the Sudan, as
denonstrated by its participation in all nediation efforts held in the Libyan
Arab Janmehiriya, South Africa, Austria and recently in Rone at the highest
level; and at the ministerial level in Tripoli, Milawi, Khartoum Tehran, and
now at Entebbe.

The Entebbe talks were the latest in a series of initiatives on relations
bet ween Uganda and the Sudan taken by various countries. At the highest |evel,
tal ks have been held in the Libyan Arab Janmhiriya, Malaw , South Africa,
Austria and recently in Rome and at the ministerial level in Tripoli, Khartoum
New York and Tehran

I n Khartoum under the nediation of the Islamc Republic of Iran, an
Agreenent on the settlenment of disputes and the normalization of relations
bet ween t he Republic of Uganda and the Republic of Sudan was signed in
Sept enber 1996. The mmjor areas covered in the Agreenment were the follow ng:

(i) To cease imedi ately all canpaigns of official negative propaganda
agai nst each other, bilaterally or at any other forum

(i1) To cease to provide territory to be used by belligerent forces against
each other's country;



(iii)

(iv)

(V)

(vi)

(vii)
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To refrain fromproviding support directly or indirectly to
bel I i gerent forces opposed to each other's CGovernnent;

To di sarmand di smantl e bases and | ogistics centres of belligerent
groups of either of the two countries in the territory of the other

To nove all belligerent groups of either of the two countries away
fromthe common border to a distance not | ess than one hundred
kil onetres fromthe conmon borders;

That each country should enhance and facilitate the voluntary return
of refugees;

To set up a verification teamconprising representatives of the two
sides, the Islamc Republic of Iran and if, they accepted, Ml awi and
the Li byan Arab Janmhiriya

Soon after the Khartoum Agreenent had been signed, the Sudan carried out
attacks and bonbi ng on Uganda territory as foll ows:

(i)

(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

(V)

(vi)

(vii)

On 10 Cctober 1996, rebels of the Lords Resistance Arny (LRA) who had
crossed fromtheir bases in the Sudan attacked St. Mary's Aboke in
Apac and abducted 149 students. To date, 24 girls still remain in
captivity, as nentioned earlier;

On 12 Cctober 1996 rebels of the West Nile Bank Front (WABF) esti nmated
at about 120 and commanded by "Captai n" Mrosprang fromtheir base in
Kaya in the Sudan, noved through Zaire and entered Uganda through
Sinbiri on the north-eastern border of Zaire with Uganda. Later, the
rebel s attacked the Uganda Peopl e's Defence Forces (UPDF) position at
Maracha. The group was badly beaten and retreated back into Zaire;

On 25 Cctober 1996, VWBF rebels planted a mine on the Koboko-Arua road
which hit the lorry of a non-governnmental organization (NGO at Nyori.
They al so sprang fromtheir bases in Kaya, crossed into Uganda and
attacked the Lefuli refugee canp and set ablaze all the houses in the
trading centre;

On 31 Cctober 1996, WNABF rebels attenpted to blow up the Inve bridge
on the Arua-Koboko road but the attempt was foiled by UPDF

On 8 Novenber 1996, a lorry with registration No. UPX 057 was hit by a
| andm ne planted by WNBF at the Ckoro trading centre;

On 9 Novenber 1996, an estimated 250 LRA rebels crossed from Arua in
the Sudan led by "Brigadier" Omona into Uganda. The group had a | ot
of ammunition. Omona fled back to the Sudan on 26 January 1997;

On 24 January 1997, VWBF rebels estimated at about 300, with the
backi ng of the Sudanese Arnmed Forces (SAF), sprang fromtheir base at
Yondi near Kaya in the Sudan and attacked Medigo Parish in Aringa
County, Arua District. Between 31 January and 3 February 1997,
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splinter groups attacked and | ooted Lodongo Catholic Mssion in
separate raids.

Since Cctober 1996, SAF fighter planes have viol ated Uganda's airspace nine
tinmes. During this period SAF fighters bonbed Moyo. An Iranian mlitary
investigation team|ed by the Deputy Foreign Mnister of the Islamc Republic of
Iran, Hussein Sheikhul Islam visited the site and a report is still awaited.
The nost recent violation was 13 February 1997, when two SAF fighter planes, one
M G and an Antanov, violated Uganda's airspace in Myo. They dropped eight
bonbs near the UPDF barracks but missed their target. Five of them expl oded.
Two civilians were injured and one died in the attack

On the sanme day, SAF aircraft, an Antanov, violated Uganda's airspace in
Arua District. It dropped three 200 kg bonbs at Atolo village in duvu
Di vi si on, Maracha Country, Arua District, on the Uganda-Zaire border. The
attack left behind a deep crater. Four civilians were seriously wounded.

Subsequent to the Khartoum Agreement, a Mnisterial Meeting was held at
Tehran on 3 and 4 Novenber 1996, ostensibly ained at having the Agreenent on
establishment of a verification teamsigned by the Foreign Mnisters. In
Tehran, the Uganda del egation, which was again |led by the First Deputy Prine
Mnister/Mnister for Foreign Affairs, M. Eriya Kategaya, nmade it clear that
even after the signing of the Khartoum Agreenent that there had not been any
public gesture to show that the Sudan was serious about inplenenting the
provi sions of the Khartoum Agreenent. Until this was done, Uganda coul d not
sign the Verification Team Agreenent.

As far as Uganda is concerned, still at issue is the question of the
Sudan's sincerity and commtnment to nornalize relations and the need to evince
the acts denmpbnstrating this sincerity and conmitnent, especially by nmeeting the
three conditions in the first instance. Wat is very clear is that the Sudan is
eager to have the Verification Team Agreenent signed because it would give them
a foothold in Uganda. The Islamc Republic of Iran, for its part, is also keen
for the Verification Team Agreenent to be signed as this woul d appear to have
resulted fromits efforts to nornalize relations between the Sudan and Uganda.

However, let it be known to both the Islam c Republic of Iran and the Sudan
that the signing of the Verification Team Agreenent will not end the war in the
Sudan. The Sudanese CGovernnent believes that it can intimdate Uganda out of
synpat hi zi ng (but not supporting) with the cause of southern Sudan by unl eashi ng
Kony crimnals on an innocent civilian population in northern Uganda. Such a
policy will only succeed in killing sone peopl e and danmagi ng the econony but
will not stop the people of southern Sudan fromregaining their full and equa
ri ghts.

Sudan nust display visible coomitnents in the Khartoum Agreenent and make
sincere efforts towards the normalization of our relations. To date no such
comm tnent or sincerity has been denonstrated; instead the Sudan has downgraded
its level of representation at the Entebbe neeting and refused to allow the
nention in the communi qué of the abduction of girls whose parents and
headm stress testified before the Foreign Mnisters of the Islamc Republic of
Iran and Malawi and the First Under-Secretary of Sudan when they met the



S/ 1997/ 287

Engl i sh
Page 5
President. Uganda still believes that the conflict has to be solved, and is

open to further tal ks whenever the Sudan is ready and can show seriousness and
commi tment towards resolution of the problem

The Sudan's lack of commtnent to the resolution of the probl emwas once
agai n denonstrated by the fact that while these tal ks were taking place, the
Per manent Representative of Sudan to the United Nations on 13 March 1997
addressed a letter to the President of the Security Council (S/1997/223) in
whi ch he nade cal umi ous and basel ess al | egati ons agai nst Uganda.

The del egation |ater nmet President Miseveni, who reaffirmed Uganda's
commtnent to its policy of good-neighbourliness but expressed concern over the
continued violation by the Sudan of the provisions of the Khartoum Agreenent of
9 Sept enber 1996.

Prior to the address of President Miuseveni, the Foreign Mnisters of the
Islamic Republic of Iran and Malawi and the First Under-Secretary of the Sudan
listened to the testinonies of the parents and the headm stress of the 24 girls
fromSt. Mary's Aboke in Apac who are still held captive in Aruu in the Sudan
and sought their intervention to ensure their release and safe return. This is
in addition to an appeal already published by the United Nations Children's Fund
(UNI CEF) regarding the abductions in canps in the Sudan, based on testinonies
from 15 chil dren who escaped fromthe abductors.



