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. 1 NTRODUCTI ON
Openi ng and duration of the session
1. The first part of the tenth session of the Intergovernnental Negotiating

Committee for the El aboration of an International Convention to Conbat
Desertification in Those Countries Experiencing Serious Drought and/or
Desertification, Particularly in Africa, was held in New York from6 to

17 January 1997. The session was convened in accordance w th paragraph 4 of
Ceneral Assenbly resolution 50/112 of 20 Decenber 1995 entitled "El aboration of
an international convention to conbat desertification in those countries
experienci ng serious drought and/or desertification, particularly in Africa".
At the first part of its tenth session, the Committee held 7 neetings

(1st to 7th).

1. ORGAN ZATI ONAL MATTERS

A Oficers of the Committee

2. At its 2nd neeting, on 7 January, the Conmttee el ected by accl amation

M. Fassassi Adam Yacoubou (Benin) as Vice-Chairman of the Committee, to repl ace
M. René Val éry Mongbé (Benin), who was unable to continue his functions on the
Bur eau.

3. The Bureau of the Committee, as elected at its sixth, eighth, ninth and
tenth sessions, is as follows:

Chairman: M. Bo Kjellén (Sweden)
Vi ce- Chai rmen: M. Fassassi Adam Yacoubou (Beni n)

M. Aok Jain (India)
M. José Urrutia (Peru)

Rapporteur: M. Anatoli M Ovchinni kov (Uzbeki st an)

Working Group |

Chairman: M. Mhamed Mahmoud Qul d El Ghaout h (Mauritani a)

Vi ce- Chairmen: M. Mhanmmad Reza H K Jabbary (lslamc Republic of Iran)
M. Erwin Otiz-Gandarillas (Bolivia)
M. Franklin C. Moore (United States of America)

Working Group 11

Chairman: M. Takao Shibata (Japan)

Vi ce- Chairmen: M. David Etuket (Uganda)
M. Samvel Bal oyan (Arnenia)
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B. Adoption of the agenda
4. At its 1st neeting, on 6 January, the Conmttee adopted the follow ng
agenda:
1. Adopti on of the agenda and organi zati on of work.
2. Preparation for the Conference of the Parties.
3. Speci al action:
(a) Urgent action for Africa;
(b) Action taken in the Asian, Latin American and the Cari bbean, and
Nort hern Medit erranean regions.
4. Status of signature and ratification of the Convention.
5. Revi ew of the situation as regards extrabudgetary funds.
6. Adoption of the report of the Committee on its tenth session.
C. Attendance
5. Representatives of the followi ng States attended the session: Algeria,
Antigua and Barbuda, Arnenia, Australia, Austria, Bangl adesh, Bel gium Benin,
Bhut an, Bolivia, Botswana, Brazil, Bulgaria, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cameroon,

Canada, Cape Verde, Central African Republic, Chad, Chile, China, Colonbia,
Croatia, Denmark, Djibouti, Ecuador, Egypt, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Finland, France,
Ganbi a, CGermany, Ghana, Quinea, Quyana, Haiti, Honduras, India, Indonesia, Iran
(I'slam c Republic of), Israel, Italy, Japan, Jordan, Kazakstan, Kenya, Lebanon,
Lesot ho, Liechtenstein, Luxenbourg, Mdagascar, Malawi, Mali, Mauritania,

Mexi co, M cronesia (Federated States of), Mpnaco, Mngolia, Mrocco, Myzanbique,
Myannmar, Nami bia, Nepal, Netherlands, N ger, Nigeria, Norway, Pakistan, Panang,
Par aguay, Peru, Philippines, Republic of Korea, Romania, Russian Federation,
Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Slovenia, South Africa, Spain, Sudan, Swazil and,

Switzerl and, Syrian Arab Republic, Thailand, Togo, Tunisia, Turkey,

Tur krmeni st an, Uganda, Ukraine, United Republic of Tanzania, United Ki ngdom of
Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United States of America, Uzbekistan,
Venezuel a, Yenen, Zaire and Zanbi a.

6. Pal estine was al so represented.

7. The following United Nations offices and organs were represented: United
Nati ons Devel opnent Programme, O fice to Conbat Desertification and Drought,
United Nations Environnment Programme and United Nations Institute for Training
and Research.

8. The fol |l owi ng speci alized agenci es and other organizations of the United
Nations systemwere represented: Food and Agriculture O ganization of the
United Nations, United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cul tural



A 52/ 82
Engl i sh
Page 6

Organi zati on, Wrld Bank, International Mnetary Fund, Wrld Meteorol ogical
Organi zation, International Fund for Agricultural Devel opnent and @ obal
Envi ronnment Facility.

9. The followi ng intergovernnental organizations were represented: Agency for
Cul tural and Techni cal Cooperation, Arab Maghreb Union, Asian-African Legal
Consul tative Conmttee, Centre for Environment and Devel oprent for Arab Region
and Europe, Council of Europe, European Conmi ssion, Intergovernmental Authority
on Devel opnent, International Crops Research Institute for the Sem-Arid
Tropics, International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societi es,
League of Arab States, Organisation for Econom c Cooperation and Devel opnent
(OCECD), Organi zation of African Unity, Permanent Interstate Commttee for
Drought Control in the Sahel, Sahara and Sahel Cbservatory, Southern African
Devel opnent Comuni ty.

10. The foll ow ng non-governnental organizations were represented: Am gos de
la Tierra (Friends of the Earth, Spain), Association des volontaires pour |e
dével oppenent (A.V.D.), Association des femes africai nes pour |a récherche sur
| e dével oppenent (AFARD - CAMEROUN), Association pour |a protection de la nature
(A.P.N Sahel), Association pour la protection de |la nature et de

I ' envi ronnenent de Kairouan (APNEK), Australian Council for Overseas Aid,

W derness Society, Bénin "21", Both Ends, Centre de récherche et d'information
pour | e dével oppenment (CRID), CONGAC - Confédération des ONG d' envi ronnenent et
de dével oppenment de |' Afrique centrale, Coopérative d agriculture et d' él evage
de reboi senent de Bareina, EarthAction Network - Regional Ofice, Latin Anmerica
and the Caribbean, Ecociencia, Fundaci 6n Ecuatoriana de Estudi os Ecol 6gi cos,
EcoNews Africa, Enda Inter-Arabe, Environnent Liaison Centre International,

Envi ronmental Monitoring Goup, Environmental Policy and Society (EPOS),

Envi ronnmental i st Soci ety, Environnenent et dével oppenent du tiers-nonde

(ENDA- TM), Espoir, European Environmental Bureau, Fondation centrafricaine pour
| a sauvegarde des ressources, FOCSARENA, Fundaci 6n del Sur, Gui née Ecol ogi e,
Journal i sts Environmental Association of Tanzania, MORABI - Associ acao de Apoio
a Aut o- Pronbgcao da Mul her no Desenvol vi nent o, Mouvenent écol ogi que al gérien
(MEA), Natural Heritage Institute, N gerian Environmental Study/Action Team
(NEST), NOVAD-AID, Projektstelle Umelt und Entw cklung, PVQO NGO NRVS (World
Learning Inc.), Sahel Défis: Dével oppenent, Environnent, Formation, Insertion
sociale, Sierra Leone Adult Education Association (SLADEA), Society for
Conservation and Protection of Environment (SCOPE), Solidarité Canada Sahel,
Yonge Nawe Environnental Action Goup, Youth for Action, ZERO

D. Docunentation
11. The docunents before the Committee at the first part of its tenth session

are listed in appendix | to the present report.

E. Accreditation of non-governnental organizations

12. At its 4th meeting, on 15 January, the Committee, bearing in mnd
par agraph 19 of General Assenbly resolution 47/188 of 22 Decenber 1992 and rule
49 of the rules of procedure of the Conmttee (A AC. 241/3), decided to approve

/...
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the accreditation of the non-governnental organizations |listed in docunent
A/ AC. 241/ 9/ Add. 13 and Corr.1 (see appendix Il, decision 10/1).

13. At the sanme neeting, statements of reservation were nade by the
representatives of Oran (on behalf of the Arab States), the Syrian Arab Republic
and the Islamc Republic of Iran with respect to the non-governnent al

organi zation referred to in paragraph 10 of document A/ AC. 241/9/Add. 13 and
Corr.1, interns of its participation in the Conference of the Parties (see also
letter dated 17 January 1997 fromthe representative of Oman to the

I nt ergovernmental Negotiating Commttee addressed to the Executive Secretary of
the Interim Secretariat (A AC. 241/70)).

[11. PREPARATI ON FOR THE CONFERENCE OF THE PARTI ES
14. At its 7th neeting, on 17 January, the Committee consi dered the question of

preparation for the Conference of the Parties (agenda item2). The item was
al so considered in depth by Working Groups | and 11.

A. Recommendations of Wirking G oup |

15. At the 7th meeting, on 17 January, the Chairman of Wrking Goup I,

M. Mhanmed Mahnoud Quld El Ghaouth (Mauritania), reported on the outcone of the
deliberations in that Wrking Goup and i ntroduced four draft decisions which
were recomrended by the Wbrking Group for adoption by the Commttee.

16. At the same neeting, M. Pierre-Marc Johnson (Canada), who had been charged
with coordinating a drafting group on the gl obal mechanism informed the
Committee of the outcone of that drafting group.

Draft decision AVAC 241/ W I (X)/L.1/Rev.1

17. The Committee adopted draft decision A/AC 241/WG I (X)/L.1/Rev.1 entitled
"Desi gnation of a permanent secretariat and arrangenents for its functioning:
adm ni strative and support arrangenments" (see appendix Il, sect. A

deci sion 10/ 2).

Draft decision AVAC. 241/ WG I (X)/L.2

18. The Committee considered draft decision A/IAC. 241/WG I (X)/L.2 entitled
"Identification of an organi zation to house the global mechanisnt.

19. Statenents were nmade by the representatives of Geece (on behalf of the
menber States of the Organisation for Econom ¢ Cooperation and Devel oprment), the
United Republic of Tanzania (on behalf of the States Menbers of the United

Nati ons that are members of the Goup of 77), and Bolivia, and by the Chairnen
of the Working G oup and the Committee.

20. The Conmittee then adopted draft decision AJAC 241/ Wa | (X)/L.2, as orally
revi sed by the Chairman of the Working Group in introducing the draft, and as
amended during the discussion (see appendix Il, sect. A decision 10/3).
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Draft decision AVAC. 241/ WG 1 (X)/L.3

21. The Committee adopted draft decision A/AC. 241/ W5 I (X)/L.3 entitled
"Progranme and budget", as orally revised by the Chairman of the Wrking G oup
in introducing the draft (see appendix Il, sect. A decision 10/4).

Draft decision AVAC. 241/ WG I (X)/L. 4

22. The Comm ttee considered draft decision A/AC. 241/ W5 I (X)/L.4 entitled
"Financial rules of the Conference of the Parties, its subsidiary bodies and the
per manent secretariat”.

23. The Secretary of the Conmttee read out a statenent on programre budget
i mplications pertaining to the draft decision, indicating that it was the
under standi ng of the Secretariat that the reference to the United Nations in
paragraph 7 of the draft decision did not inply any obligation for the United
Nations to contribute to the core budget of the Convention.

24. The Conm ttee then adopted draft decision AJAC 241/ Wa | (X)/L.4 (see
appendi x Il, sect. A, decision 10/5).

B. Recommendations of Wrking Goup I

25. Also at the 7th meeting, on 17 January, the Chairman of Wrking Goup II,
M. Takao Shi bata (Japan), reported on the outconme of the deliberations in that
Wbr ki ng Group and introduced six draft decisions which were recommended by the
Worki ng Group for adoption by the Committee.

Draft decision AAC 241/ W 11 (X)/L. 1

26. The Comm ttee considered draft decision A/AC. 241/Ws 11 (X)/L.1 entitled
"Rul es of procedure of the Conference of the Parties" and heard statements by
the representatives of Mauritania and the United Kingdom of Geat Britain and
Northern Irel and.

27. The Committee adopted draft decision A/AC. 241/ Wa I1(X)/L.1, as orally
revised by the Chairman of the Working Group in introducing the draft, and as
anended during the discussion (see appendix Il, sect. A decision 10/6).

Draft decision AAAC 241/WG 11 (X)/L.2

28. The Committee adopted draft decision A/AC. 241/ W I1(X)/L.2 entitled
"Comm ttee on Science and Technol ogy: reports on nodalities and timng of
future work on inventories of research, traditional and |ocal technol ogy,
know edge, know how and practices and on establishnent of research priorities"”
(see appendix Il, sect. A, decision 10/7).
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Draft decision AVAC 241/ W 11 (X)/L.3

29. The Comm ttee adopted draft decision A/AC. 241/ Wa I1(X)/L.3 entitled "Report
on work of other bodies performng work simlar to that envisaged for the
Conmittee on Science and Technol ogy" (see appendix I, sect. A decision 10/8).

Draft decision AVAC. 241/ WG 11 (X)/L.4/Rev.1

30. The Committee adopted draft decision A/AC. 241/ W 11 (X)/L.4/Rev.1 entitled
"Report on work being done on benchmarks and i ndi cators" (see appendix 11,
sect. A, decision 10/9).

Draft decision AVAC. 241/ WG 11 (X)/L.5/Rev. 1

31. The Committee adopted draft decision A/AC. 241/ W 11 (X)/L.5/Rev.1 entitled
"Comm ttee on Science and Technol ogy: preparatory neasures to put in hand work
on networking of institutions, agencies and bodi es" (see appendix Il, sect. A

deci si on 10/ 10).

Draft decision AVAC 241/ W 11 (X)/L.6

32. The Committee adopted draft decision A/AC. 241/ W I1(X)/L.6 entitled

"Organi zation of the work of the Cormittee on Science and Technol ogy", as orally
revised by the Chairman of the Working Group in introducing the draft (see
appendi x Il, sect. A decision 10/11).

C. Decisions taken without reference to a working group

Draft decision A/AC. 241/L. 36

33. At the 7th neeting, on 17 January, the Chairman of the Conmttee introduced
draft decision A/AC 241/L.36 entitled "Participation of non-governmental and
i ntergovernment al organi zati ons”.

34. Statements were made by the representatives of Benin, the Syrian Arab
Republic, Oran and the Islamc Republic of Iran.

35. The Executive Secretary of the Interim Secretariat and the Secretary of the
Conmittee made statenents in response to questions raised.

36. The Conmittee then adopted draft decision A/ AC 241/L.36 (see appendix |1,
sect. A, decision 10/12).

Draft decision A/AC. 241/L.38

37. At the 7th nmeeting, on 17 January, the Chairman of the Conmttee introduced
draft decision A/AC. 241/L.38 entitled "Provisional agenda for the first
Conference of the Parties".
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38. Statements were made by the representatives of the United Kingdom of G eat
Britain and Northern Ireland, Benin, Japan, Oran and Nigeria, as well as by the
Executive Secretary of the Interim Secretari at.

39. The Conmittee then adopted draft decision A/ AC 241/L.38, as orally anmended
(see appendix II, sect. A, decision 10/13).

Resuned tenth session of the Conmittee

40. At the 7th neeting, on 17 January, the Chairman summed up the work of the
session. He observed that the work of the session had on the whol e been very

successful, and that there had been good preparation of the Conference of the

Parties. The Wrking Goups had been able to finish their work and the

Commi ttee had now nmade reconmendations on all issues to the Conference of the

Parties. The substantive negotiations had thus been concl uded.

41. There were, however, a nunber of issues that still needed to be negotiated
at the first Conference of the Parties. It was necessary to ensure that it
woul d be successful and serve as a good basis for the continuing work under the
Convention. The organization of the Conference of the Parties would have a
maj or inpact on the results in substance and, therefore, very thorough
preparation was necessary.

42. Against this background, the Chairman had originally considered that
preparatory neetings in Rone i medi ately preceding the Conference of the Parties
woul d have been a satisfactory solution. However, consultations had shown that
there were no practical possibilities to organize such consultations.

43. The Chairnan, therefore, noted that the only possibility would be to use
the facility offered by the General Assenbly in its resolutions 50/112 and
51/180, and hold a resuned tenth session of the Conmittee at Geneva, from 18 to
22 August. That session would serve to ensure adequate preparation for the
first Conference of the Parties. Furthernmore, the resuned session woul d
consi der the work programe in the period following the first session of the
Conference of the Parties. Negotiating issues already transmtted to the
Conference of the Parties would not be reopened. The session woul d, however,
revi ew devel opnents in the interimperiod and take stock of any further

consul tations that m ght be held between now and the opening of the resuned
sessi on.

44, The Chairnan also recalled that, by Conm ttee decision 9/5, he had been
given a mandate to undertake any consultations that he deenmed woul d be
necessary. At the same tinme, he made it clear that, given the heavy schedul e of
neetings over the comng nonths, informal contacts could take place in
connection with other intergovernnmental neetings.

Proposal made by the Chairman of the Conmittee

45. At the sane neeting, the Chairman proposed that the Conmittee decide,
pursuant to the provisions of paragraph 4 of General Assenbly resolution 50/112
and paragraph 3 of Assenbly resolution 51/180 of 16 Decenber 1996, to hold a
resunmed tenth session at CGeneva from 18 to 22 August 1997.



A 52/ 82
Engl i sh
Page 11

46. Also at the 7th nmeeting, followi ng statements by the representatives of the
Net herl ands (on behal f of the European Union), Benin, the United Republic of
Tanzani a (on behalf of the States Menmbers of the United Nations that are menbers
of the Goup of 77), Bolivia and Mauritania, the Comrittee adopted the proposa
made by the Chairman (see appendix |I, sect. A, decision 10/14).

47. Followi ng the adoption of the proposal, statenents were made by the
representatives of Mauritania, the United Republic of Tanzania (on behal f of the
States Menbers of the United Nations that are nenbers of the Goup of 77), the
Net herl ands (on behal f of the European Union) and Benin.

V. SPECI AL ACTI ON

48. The Committee held a discussion on the question of special action: urgent
action for Africa (agenda item3 (a)) and action taken in other regions
(item3 (b)) at its 4th and 5th neetings, on 15 January 1997.

49. A summary by the Chairman on the consideration of the itemis contained in
appendi x I11.

V. STATUS OF S| GNATURE AND RATI FI CATI ON OF THE CONVENTI ON

50. The Conmittee considered the question of the status of signature and
ratification of the Convention (agenda item4) at its 2nd neeting, on
7 January 1997.

51. The Executive Secretary noted with pleasure that the fiftieth ratification
of the Convention had occurred on 27 Septenber 1996 and that the Convention had
entered into force on 26 Decenber 1996. He inforned the Conmittee that, to
date, 60 countries had ratified or acceded to the Convention. The follow ng
countries deposited their instruments of ratification or accession since the
concl usion of the ninth session of the Conmittee: Turknenistan, Zanbia, Lao
Peopl e's Denocratic Republic, Haiti, Chad, Swaziland, Nepal, United Ki ngdom of
Great Britain and Northern Ireland, Jordan, Mrocco, |ndia, Ghana, Myanmar
Argentina, Burundi, Yemen, Paraguay, Luxenbourg and China.

52. The Executive Secretary stressed the satisfaction of the Secretariat with
the actual pace of ratification and accession that had enabled the first
Conference of the Parties to be held in 1997. In his concluding renmarks, he
nmade an appeal to those countries that had not yet ratified or acceded to the
Convention to do so as soon as possible in order to participate in the first
Conference of the Parties as parties to the Convention. He recalled that the
Convention would enter into force for additional States or regional economc

i ntegration organi zati ons 90 days after the date they ratified, acceded to or
approved it. He noted, accordingly, that, in order to participate fromthe
first day of the first Conference of the Parties, States nust have ratified or
acceded to the Convention no later than 1 July 1997.
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VI. REVIEWOF THE Sl TUATI ON AS REGARDS EXTRABUDGETARY FUNDS

53. The Committee considered the question of the review of the situation as
regards extrabudgetary funds (agenda itemb5) at its 3rd neeting, on
13 January 1997.

54. The Executive Secretary of the Interim Secretariat introduced the note by
the Secretariat on the review of the situation as regards extrabudgetary funds
(A AC. 241/69 and Corr.1 and Add.1 and 2), which presented the resources nmade
avail able to activities undertaken in 1996 and those envisaged in 1997 under
both the Trust Fund in Support of the Negotiating Process and the Specia

Vol untary Fund.

55. Del egati ons expressed general satisfaction and appreciation of what they
perceived as effective use of the contributions and the overall positive results
whi ch justified such contributions.

56. Delegations fromthe Goup of 77 and China expressed gratitude to donors
for their generous contributions which enabled the activities to be carried out
and the participation of devel oping countries, especially the |east devel oped
countries, in the sessions of the Conmttee. They also appeal ed for continued
contributions to enable preparation for and participation at the first
Conference of the Parties and the inplenentation of the secretariat programes.

57. The role of the future pernmanent secretariat was al so addressed.
Representati ves of the European Union and OECD countries stressed that there
shoul d be no overl apping rol es between the gl obal nechani smand the pernanent
secretariat. Representatives of the Goup of 77 and China, on the other hand
were of the opinion that the permanent secretariat should play an inportant
role, not a subsidiary one, with the entry into force of the Convention. They
request ed, noreover, that the programe and budget to be adopted by the
Conference of the Parties should be sufficient to enable the Secretariat to
carry out its nandate.

Draft decision A/AC. 241/L.37

58. At the 7th nmeeting, on 17 January, the Chairnman introduced and orally
revi sed draft decision A/AC 241/L.37 entitled "Use of the Special Voluntary Fund
and the Trust Fund".

59. At the sanme neeting, the Cormittee adopted the draft decision, as orally
revi sed (see appendix Il, sect. B)

60. After the adoption of the draft decision, statenents were made by the
representatives of Mauritania, the United Republic of Tanzania (on behalf of the
States Menbers of the United Nations that are nmenbers of the Goup of 77), the
Net herl ands (on behal f of the European Union) and Benin
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Vil. ADOPTION OF THE REPORT OF THE COWM TTEE ON
THE FI RST PART OF | TS TENTH SESSI ON

61. At the 7th nmeeting, on 17 January, the Committee adopted the draft report
on the first part of its tenth session as contained in docunent A/ AC. 241/L.35
and aut horized the Rapporteur to finalize it by incorporating therein the
proceedi ngs of the nmeetings held and decisions taken in the final nmeetings of
t he session.
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APPENDI X |

Li st of docunents before the Committee at the

Title or description

Li st of non-governnental organizations
recommended for accreditation by the

Note by the Secretariat on the draft
rul es of procedure of the Conference of

Provi si onal agenda for the tenth session

Note by the Secretariat on the
desi gnati on of a permanent secretari at
and arrangenents for its functioning:

Note by the Secretariat on the
desi gnati on of a permanent secretari at
and arrangenents for its functioning:

Note by the Secretariat on the progranmme

Note by the Secretariat on a draft
proposed programe of work for the
Comm ttee on Science and Technol ogy

Note by the Secretariat on the work of
ot her bodies performing work simlar to
that envisaged for the Commttee on

Note by the Secretariat on work being
done on benchnmarks and indicators to
neasure progress in the inplementation

Note by the Secretariat on the revi ew of
the situation as regards extrabudgetary

first part of its tenth session
Agenda
Docunent synbol item

A AC. 241/ 9/ Add. 13 and 1
Corr.1

Commi ttee
A AC. 241/ 48/ Rev. 2 2

the Parties
A AC. 241/ 62 1
A AC. 241/ 63 2

physi cal |ocation
A AC. 241/ 64 2

admi ni strative arrangenents
A AC. 241/ 65 5

and budget
A AC. 241/ 66 2
A AC. 241/ 67 and Corr. 1 2

Sci ence and Technol ogy
A AC. 241/ 68 2

of the Convention
A AC. 241/ 69 and Corr.1 and 5
Add.1 and 2

f unds
A AC. 241/ 70 3

Not e verbal e dated 17 January 1997 from
the Permanent M ssion of Oran to the
United Nations addressed to the
secretariat of the Convention to Conbat
Desertification



A AC.

A AC.

A AC.

A AC.

A AC.

A AC.

A AC.

A AC.

A AC.

A AC.

Docunent synbol

241/ L. 35

241/ L. 36

241/ L. 37

241/ L. 38

241/ INF. 4 and Corr.1

241/ WG | (X)/L. 1/ Rev. 1

241/ WG | (X)/L. 2

241/ WG | (X)/L. 3

241/ WG | (X)/L. 4

241/ WG 11 (X)/L. 1

Agenda
item
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Title or description

Draft report of the Committee on the
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APPENDI X | |

Deci sions adopted by the Conmmittee at the first part of its
tenth session

A. Decisions adopted by the Comittee

Decision 10/1

Accreditation of non-governnental organi zations

The I ntergovernmental Negotiating Committee, bearing in mnd paragraph 19
of CGeneral Assenbly resolution 47/188 of 22 Decenber 1992 and rule 49 of the
rul es of procedure of the Commttee (A/ AC. 241/ 3), decides to approve the
accreditation of the follow ng non-governnental organizations:

Associ ati on de sauvegarde pour |e dével oppenent écononi que et soci al
( ASDES)

Associ ati on Sahel Nature
Associ ation togol ai se pour |la pronotion hunai ne (ATPH)
Centre for Alternative Devel opment Strategi es (CADS)

Consul tati on-recherche-educati on en environnenent pour un dével oppenent
durabl e en Afrique (CREDA)

Centro de Experinmentaci 6n y Capacitaci on en Tecnol ogi a Apropi ada - TEKHNE
Eart hAction Network - Regional Ofice, Latin Anerica and the Cari bbean
Ecoci enci a, Fundaci én Ecuatori ana de Estudi os Ecol gi cos

EcoNews Africa

EcoPeace

I no Youth Network Programme, Nigeria

MED- FORUM

Medi terranean Information Office for Environnent, Culture and Sustai nabl e
Devel opnent (M O ECSDE)

MORABI - Associ acao de Apoi 0 a Aut o- Pronmbgcao da Mul her no Desenvol vi nent o
Mouvenment d'action pour |e renouveau soci al

Movi m ent o Agr oecol ogi co Chil eno
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Naf a- Gona
Ni gerian Concerned G oup for Environnment, Popul ation and Devel opnent
( NCOGEPD)
NOMAD- Al D
Sahel Vert

Sierra Leone Adult Education Associati on ( SLADEA)
Yout h and Environment Soci ety

Zanbi a Association for Research and Devel opment (ZARD)

Deci sion 10/ 2

Designation of a permanent secretariat and arrangenents for
its functioning: admnistrative and support arrangenents

The Intergovernnental Negotiating Committee,

Recalling its mandate to prepare for the first session of the Conference of
the Parties pursuant to General Assenbly resol ution 49/234 of 23 Decenber 1994,

Recommends that the Conference of the Parties adopt, at its first session
the foll owi ng decision concerning the adm nistrative arrangenments involved in
designating a permanent secretariat and maki ng arrangenents for its functioning.

Designation of a permanent secretariat and arrangenents for
its functioning: admnistrative and support arrangenents

The Conference of the Parties,

Recal ling that the Conference of the Parties, in accordance with
article 23, paragraph 3, of the United Nations Convention to Conbat
Desertification in Those Countries Experiencing Serious Drought and/or
Desertification, particularly in Africa, shall, at its first session, designate
a permanent secretariat and nake arrangenent for its functioning,

Havi ng exani ned t he reconmendati ons of the Intergovernnmental Negotiating
Conmittee on the administrative arrangenents involved in the designation of a
per manent secretariat and arrangenents for its functioning,

1. Notes with appreciation the advice of the Secretary-Ceneral of the
United Nations on this matter, as contained in docunment A/ AC. 241/44, as anended
i n paragraph 4 of docunment A/ AC. 241/55, as well as the clarifications in
docunent A/ AC. 241/64 and rel ated comments made in Working G oup | of the
Commi tt ee;
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2. Also notes with appreciation the advice of the Executive Director of
the United Nations Environment Programme on this matter, as contained in
docunent A/ AC. 241/55/Add.2, as well as the clarifications in docunent
A/ AC. 241/ 64 and rel ated coments made in Wrking Goup | of the Committee;

3. Accepts the offer of the Secretary-General of the United Nations,
contai ned in docunents A/ AC. 241/ 44 and A/ AC. 241/55, for the United Nations to
provide the adm nistrative and support arrangenents for the Convention
secretariat, and requests the Secretary-Ceneral to provide these adm nistrative
and support arrangenents for the permanent secretariat of the Convention,
pursuant to article 23 of the Convention

4. Requests the Secretary-Ceneral to appoint, after consultation with the
Conference of the Parties, through its Bureau, the Executive Secretary of the
Convention, with the termand level of the latter to be decided by the
Conference of the Parties;

5. Decides that, in order for the permanent secretariat to enjoy the
adm ni strative and financial autonony necessary to ensure efficient servicing of
the Convention and of its inplementation, it should not be fully integrated into
t he work programme and managenent structure of any particul ar departnment or
programe of the United Nations;

6. Decides to review these arrangenents not later than at its fourth
session, in consultation with the Secretary-General, with a view to maki ng such
nodi fications as may be considered desirable by both parties;

7. Requests the Executive Secretary to pursue the question of the
all ot ment of overhead to defer adm nistrative expenses as indicated in the
advice of the Secretary-CGeneral and to report the results at its second session

8. Expresses its appreciation to the departnments and programes of the
United Nations, as well as agencies of the United Nations system that have

supported the interimsecretariat of the Convention and the Intergovernmenta
Negotiating Comm ttee process in general, expresses the desire that the support
and cooperation given by those departnments, programres and agenci es shoul d
continue, and invites these entities and the Executive Secretary to collaborate
i n reachi ng understandi ngs that specify the nature of cooperation and support
that each entity would provide to the permanent secretariat.

Deci sion 10/3

Identification of an organization to house the gl obal nechani sm

The Intergovernnental Negotiating Committee,

1. Approves the text in the annex to the present decision, with the
exception of section A 4, on the functions of the global nechanismand the
criteria for selecting an institution to house it;
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2. Decides to transmt the text in the annex to the present decision to

the first session of the Conference of the Parti es;

3. Invites the International Fund for Agricultural Devel opnent (I1FAD) and
the United Nations Devel opment Programme (UNDP) to submit to the interim
secretariat, by 1 May 1997, revised versions of any new elenents to their offers
to house the global mechanism as contained in docunent A/ AC. 241/33, including
on the possibility of co-hosting and including the proposed adm nistrative
operations of such mechanism taking full account of the annex to the present
decision, as well as proposed budgetary inplications for the functioning of the
gl obal nechani sm

4. Requests the interimsecretariat to conpile the subm ssions from | FAD
and UNDP in a docunment to be presented to the first session of the Conference of
the Parties.

Annex

FUNCTI ONS OF THE GLOBAL MECHANI SM AND CRI TERI A FOR SELECTI NG
AN I NSTI TUTION TO HOUSE I T

A. Functions of the gl obal nechani sm

In order to increase the effectiveness and efficiency of existing financia
mechani sns, a gl obal nmechanismis established to pronote actions |eading to the
nmobi | i zati on and channel | i ng of substantial financial resources.

In accordance with the rel evant provisions of the Convention, in particular
articles 7, 20 and 21, and the financial provisions of relevant regi ona
i npl enent ati on annexes, the global mechani smshall function under the authority
and gui dance of the Conference of the Parties, including on policies,
operational nodalities and activities, and be accountabl e and nake regul ar
reports to it, according to the principles of transparency, neutrality and
universality. The global nmechanism in carrying out its mandate under
article 21, paragraph 4, should performthe follow ng functions:

1. Collecting and di sseninating information

(a) ldentify potential sources of financing frombilateral donors, the
United Nations system nultilateral financial institutions, regional and
subregi onal financial nechani sns, and non-governnental organizations,
foundati ons and other private sector entities, and establish relationships and
mai ntain contacts with them

(b) Establish and update an inventory of the financial needs of affected
devel opi ng country Parties for carrying out action progranmes, as well as other
rel evant activities related to the inplenmentation of the Convention, on the
basis of information provided under relevant articles of the Convention
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(c) ldentify and draw up an inventory of relevant bilateral and
multil ateral cooperation progranmmes and avail abl e financial resources in the
form of a conprehensive database, incorporating information both fromParties
and fromvarious financial nechani sns, conprising:

(i) Sources of available financing through bilateral and nultilatera
agencies, including their funding patterns and eligibility criteria,
using reports to the Conference of the Parties by Parties and al
ot her avail abl e dat a;

(i1) Sources of financing from non-governmental organizations, foundations,
academ c institutions and other private sector entities that m ght be
encouraged to provide funding, including their funding patterns and
eligibility criteria;

(i1i) National funding in affected country Parties to finance actions
designed to conbat desertification and/or mitigate the effects of
dr ought .

(d) Dissenmnate information collected in accordance with paragraphs (a),

(b) and (c) to Parties on a regular basis and nmake it available, on request, to
interested intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations.

2. Analysing and advising on request

(a) Pronmote the matching of available resources to the projects and
programes of affected devel oping countries related to conbating
desertification, including assisting themto find new and additional resources
for the inplenmentation of the Convention

(b) Analyse and provide advice on sources of financial assistance and on
mechani sns to channel resources to the |ocal, national and subregional |evels,
i ncl udi ng t hrough non-governnental organizations and private sector entities.

(c) Provide advice on the establishnment, financing and nmanagenent of
nati onal desertification funds.

(d) Identify, pronote and provide advice about innovative nethods and
incentives for mobilizing and channel I i ng resources.

3. Pronpting actions | eading to cooperation and coordination

(a) Disseminate information it collects so as to facilitate the assessnent
of , and exchange of information on, the effectiveness of financial assistance,
including its accessibility, predictability, flexibility, quality and | ocal -
| evel orientation.

(b) Provide identified United Nations agencies, funds and programres, and
multilateral financial institutions, with information and stinul ate coordi nation
anong them including in nultiple-source financing.
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(c) Encourage, and facilitate coordination through the provision of
i nformati on and ot her measures concerning rel evant multipl e-source financing
approaches, nechani sns and arrangenments, such as co-financing, parallel
financing, consortia and joint programes.

(d) Increase awareness of the Convention, and pronote the participation in
its inplementation, of identified foundations, academ c institutions,
non- governmental organi zati ons and other private sector entities and facilitate
contacts with themby interested Parties, in order to contribute to the
nobi | i zati on and channel | i ng of substantial financial resources.

(e) Provide information, naking use of the Conference of the Parties and
other relevant existing forunms, that wll:

(i) Facilitate discussion of relevant issues in the governing bodies of
nultilateral financial institutions;

(ii) InformParties about the eligibility criteria and projects of
international financial instruments and nechani sns, including
particularly the d obal Environment Facility (GEF), as they relate to
i mpl ement ati on of the Convention

(iti) Informaffected country Parties about each other's rel evant
activities;

(iv) D ssemnate nethodol ogi es devel oped by Parties to identify and
prioritize the financial needs of action programes at all |evels;

(v) Pronote full use and continued inprovenent of the funding sources to
be utilized for the inplementation of the Convention referred to in
rel evant articles of the Convention

(f) Identify and then provide information and advice on financing sources
for the transfer, acquisition, adaptation and devel opment of environmentally
sound, economically viable and socially acceptable technol ogies relevant to
conbating desertification and/or mtigating the effects of drought.

(g) Pronote partnership building as it relates to the support of the
nobi | i zati on of financial resources for the inplenentation of the Convention at
the local, national, subregional and regional |evels.

(h) Facilitate the financing of information exchange on best practices

utilized in conbating desertification and/or mitigating the effects of drought
at the local level in affected devel oping country Parties.

4., Mobilizing and channelling financial resources

(a) Pronote actions leading to the nmobilization and channelling of
financial resources to all levels in accordance with the provisions of the
Conventi on.
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(b) Undertake actions and/or activities, in partnership particularly with
devel oped country Parties, and relevant institutions, that shall, consistent
with [article 21, para. 4] of the Convention, nobilize and maximze for the
purpose of the Convention adequate and substantial financial resources,
including, [as agreed in the Convention] [consistent with the Convention], new
and additional resources, on a grant or, if necessary, concessional basis, to
fund activities under action programmes of affected devel oping country Parties,
particularly those in Africa, at all levels in conformty with the Convention
and with the particular conditions of the regions of relevant regiona
i mpl ement ati on annexes.

(c) Pronote the use of existing bilateral and nultilateral financia
nechani sns and arrangenents that nobilize and channel substantial financia
resources to affected devel oping country Parties in conbating desertification
and mtigating the effects of drought.

(d) Undertake actions and/or activities [leading to] [for] the
nobi | i zati on of adequate, tinely and predictable financial resources, including
new and additional funding fromthe dobal Environment Facility of the agreed
incremental costs of those activities concerning desertification that relate to
its four focal areas, in conformty with the relevant provisions of the
i nstrument establishing the dobal Environment Facility.

(e) Direct and guide the resources nobilized for the purpose of the
Convention, including its own resources, nade available frombilateral and
nmul tilateral sources, as appropriate, in a predictable and tinely fashion to
national, subregional and regional levels for the inplenmentation of action
programes and projects to conbat desertification and mtigate the effects of
drought in affected devel oping country Parties, particularly those in Africa.

0F

(e) Quide and direct, as requested and as appropriate, the allocation of
resources nobilized for the purpose of the Convention, including resources nmade
avail abl e for the global nmechanismfor its activities by bilateral and
nmul tilateral sources through the host or other organizations in a predictable
and tinely fashion to local, national, subregional and regional levels for the
i mpl ement ation of action programes and projects to conbat desertification and
mtigate the effects of drought in affected devel oping country Parti es,
particularly those in Africa.

(f) Encourage, in conjunction with the Conference of the Parties, the
provision, through various nmechanisms within the United Nations system and
through multilateral financial institutions, of support at the national
subregional and regional levels to activities that enabl e devel oping country
Parties to neet their obligations under the Convention.

(g) Increase the efficiency and effectiveness of existing financia
nmechani sns and col | aborate with themto facilitate and catal yse the nmobilization
and channel I'i ng by them of adequate and substantial financial resources,

i ncl udi ng new and additional resources, for inplenentation of the Convention
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(h) Play, ampbng other functions, a catalytic role, in ensuring the
avail ability of resources for project and programe design and i npl enentation
frombilateral and nmultilateral sources

(i) Pronmote and facilitate, through the actions in paragraphs (a) to (h):

(i) The transfer, acquisition, adaptation and devel opnent of
environnental |y sound, econonmically viable and socially acceptable
t echnol ogi es, know edge, know how and practices relevant to conbating
desertification and/or mtigating the effects of drought in affected
devel oping countries, in conformty with the Convention

(ii) The use of indigenous and traditional know edge and technol ogi es, as

wel | as local expertise, at all levels in affected devel oping
countri es.

5. Reporting to the Conference of the Parties

(a) Provide reports to the sessions of the Conference of the Parties on
its activities, including in those reports the foll ow ng:

(i) The operations and activities of the gl obal nmechanism including the
ef fectiveness of its activities in pronoting the nobilization and
channel i ng of the substantial financial resources referred to in
par agraph 4 (a) above to affected devel oping country Parties;

(ii) The assessnment of future availability of funds for inplenmentation of
the Convention, as well as assessnent and proposals for effective ways
and nmeans of providing such funds.

B. Criteria for selecting an institution to house the
gl obal nechani sm

1. Functional capacity

(a) Relevance of the nandate, general objectives and activities of the
institution to the overall objective of the global mechanism"to increase the
ef fecti veness and efficiency of existing financial mechanisnms”, and to its
m ssion "to pronote actions |leading to the nobilization and channelling of
substantial financial resources, including for the transfer of technol ogy, on a
grant basis, and/or on concessional or other terns, to affected devel opi ng
country Parties".

(b) Capacity of the institution to organize the gl obal nechanismto
performits functions efficiently in order to assist the Conference of the
Parties, as well as individual Parties and groups of Parties, particularly those
in Africa, to neet Convention obligations regarding financing.
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(c) Modalities by which the institution would performthe functions of the
gl obal nechani sm including necessary arrangenments with other entities.

(d) Context which the institution offers for establishing effective
relati onships with other relevant entities, including its experience with, and
know edge of, operations of national, bilateral, regional and nmultilatera
financial institutions, as well as non-governnmental organizations and ot her
private-sector entities.

(e) Know edge of the institution regarding desertification and drought
issues in all regions, and its experience working with governnent, |oca
comuni ti es, non-governnental organizations and other entities in affected
devel opi ng countries, particularly those in Africa, in dryland nanagenent,
| ocal -area devel opnent and ot her rel evant fields.

(f) Experience and capacity of the institution in supporting research
activities and in facilitating the transfer, acquisition, adaptation and
devel opnent of environnentally sound, economically viable and socially
accept abl e technol ogi es.

(g) Experience and capacity of the institution to assist affected
devel opi ng countries Parties in dealing with poverty eradication and devel opnent
issues, in conformty with the priority to Africa accorded in article 7 of the
Conventi on.

(h) Exhibition by the institution in practice of the principles of
transparency, neutrality and universality in its managenent and its operations.

2. Relationship to the Conference of the Parties

(a) Status of the global mechanismw thin the institution, including
organi zati onal and adm nistrative arrangenents to ensure accountability to the
Conf erence and responsi veness to Conference guidelines.

(b) Mbodalities of global mechani smaccountability to the Conference and
reporting on gl obal mechani smactivities.

(c) Procedures for the Conference to enter into agreenents with the

institution regarding gl obal mechani smfunctions and nodalities, including the
nature, formand tim ng.

3. Administrative and other support

(a) Administrative infrastructure available to support activities of the
gl obal nechani sm including |ocation, office space, personnel, financial,
conmuni cati ons, information managenent and field office franmeworks.

(b) Modalities of staffing the gl obal mechani sm
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(c) Projected costs of operation of the global nechanism the extent to
which the institution would absorb them and the nature of charges to the
Conference of the Parties for costs not absorbed, if any.

Deci sion 10/ 4

Pr ogramme and budget

The Intergovernnental Negotiating Committee,

Recalling that article 22, paragraph 2 (g) of the Convention requires the
Conference of the Parties to approve a programe and budget for its activities,

1. Requests the interimsecretariat, in accordance with paragraph 1 of
the draft financial rules reconmended to the Conference of the Parties by the
Conmmittee, as contained in the annex to decision 10/5, to circul ate, at |east
ninety days prior to the first session of the Conference of the Parties,
necessary draft decisions related to the programe of work and budget of the
Conference of the Parties, as well as detail ed budget estimates for the biennium
1998- 1999;

2. Further requests the interimsecretariat to carry out the tasks
referred to in paragraph 1 on the basis of docunents A/ AC. 241/65 and
A/ AC. 241/ 46, and taking full account of coments nmade on this subject by
del egations at the tenth and earlier sessions of the Committee, as well as any
comments from Menber States received by 15 February 1997.

Decision 10/5

Financial rules of the Conference of the Parties, its
subsidiary bodies and the permanent secretari at

The Intergovernnental Negotiating Committee,

Recalling its mandate to prepare for the first session of the Conference of
the Parties pursuant to General Assenbly resol ution 49/234 of 23 Decenber 1994,

Recommends that the Conference of the Parties adopt, at its first session
the foll owi ng decision regarding the financial rules of the Conference of the
Parties, its subsidiary bodies and the pernmanent secretariat:

Financial rules of the Conference of the Parties, its
subsidiary bodies and the permanent secretari at

The Conference of the Parties,

Consi dering the provisions of the Convention, particularly article 22,
paragraph 2 (e), which stipulates that the Conference of the Parties shal
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adopt, at its first session, financial rules for itself and any subsidiary
bodi es,

Havi ng exanmi ned the recommendati ons of the Intergovernmental Negotiating
Committee on the financial rules of the Conference of the Parties, its
subsi di ary bodi es and the permanent secretari at,

Deci des to adopt the financial rules annexed to the present decision

Annex

FI NANCI AL RULES FOR THE CONFERENCE OF THE PARTI ES TO THE UNI TED
NATI ONS CONVENTI ON TO COVBAT DESERTI FI CATI ON I N THOSE COUNTRI ES
EXPERI ENCI NG SERI QUS DROUGHT ANDY OR DESERTI FI CATI ON, PARTI CULARLY
IN AFRI CA, | TS SUBSI DI ARY BODI ES AND THE PERVANENT SECRETARI AT

Scope

1. The present rules shall govern the financial admnistration of the
Conference of the Parties to the United Nations Convention to Conbat
Desertification in Those Countries Experiencing Serious Drought and/or
Desertification, Particularly in Africa, its subsidiary bodies and the pernmanent
secretariat. Insofar as not specifically provided by the present rules, the

Fi nanci al Regul ations and Rules of the United Nations shall apply.

Fi nanci al peri od

2. The financial period shall be a biennium of which the first cal endar year
shal | be an even-nunbered year

Budget

3. The head of the pernmanent secretariat shall prepare the budget estimates
for the followi ng bienniumin United States dollars show ng projected i ncone and
expendi tures for each year of the bienniumconcerned. The head of the permanent
secretariat shall dispatch the estimates to all Parties to the Convention at

| east ninety days before the opening of the session of the Conference of the
Parties at which the budget is to be adopted.

4. The Conference of the Parties shall, prior to the commencenent of the
financial period that the budget covers, consider the budget estimates and adopt
by consensus a core budget authorizing expenditures other than those referred to
i n paragraphs 9 and 10.

5. Adoption of the core budget by the Conference of the Parties shal
constitute authority to the head of the permanent secretariat to incur

obl i gati ons and make payments for the purposes for which the appropriations were
approved and up to the ambunts so approved, provided always that, unless
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specifically authorized by the Conference of the Parties, commitnents shall be
covered by rel ated incone.

6. The head of the permanent secretariat may nake transfers within each of the
nmai n appropriation lines of the approved core budget. The head of the pernmanent
secretariat may al so make transfers between such appropriation lines up to
limts which the Conference of the Parties may set as appropriate.

Funds

7. A Ceneral Fund for the Convention shall be established by the Secretary-
Ceneral of the United Nations and managed by the head of the permanent
secretariat. Contributions nmade pursuant to paragraph 12 (a), along with any
additional contributions to offset core budget expenditures that are nade,
pursuant to paragraphs 12 (b) and 12 (c), by the Governnent hosting the

per manent secretariat and by the United Nations shall be credited to the Cenera
Fund. Al core budget expenditures nmade pursuant to paragraph 5 shall be
charged to the General Fund.

8. Wthin the General Fund there shall be nmintained a working capital reserve
at a level to be determined fromtine to tine by the Conference of the Parties
by consensus. The purpose of the working capital reserve shall be to ensure
continuity of operations in the event of a tenporary shortfall of cash

Drawdowns fromthe working capital reserve shall be restored fromcontributions
as soon as possible.

9. A Suppl enentary Fund shall be established by the Secretary-General of the
United Nations and managed by the head of the permanent secretariat. The

Suppl enentary Fund shall receive contributions pursuant to paragraphs 12 (b) and
(c), other than those specified in paragraphs 7 and 10, including contributions
ear marked, in accordance with paragraph 15, for

(a) Support to the participation of some representatives of
non- gover nmental organi zati ons from affected devel opi ng country Parti es,
particularly the | east devel oped anbng them in sessions of the Conference of
the Parties;

(b) Facilitation of assistance to affected devel oping countries in
accordance with article 23, paragraph 2 (c¢), and article 26, paragraph 7, of the
Conventi on;

(c) Oher appropriate purposes consistent with the objectives of the
Conventi on.

10. A Special Fund shall be established by the Secretary-CGeneral of the United
Nations and nanaged by the head of the permanent secretariat. The Special Fund
shal | receive contributions pursuant to paragraphs 12 (b) and (c) earmarked to
support the participation of representatives of devel oping, and in particular

| east devel oped, country Parties affected by desertification and/or drought,
particularly those in Africa, in the sessions of the Conference of the Parties
and its subsidiary bodies.
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11. In the event that the Conference of the Parties decides to termnate a fund
est abl i shed pursuant to the present rules, it shall so advise the Secretary-
Ceneral of the United Nations at |east six nonths before the date of term nation
so decided. The Conference of the Parties shall decide, in consultation with
the Secretary-General of the United Nations, on the distribution of any

unconm tted bal ances after all |iquidation expenses have been net.

Contri buti ons

12. The resources of the Conference of the Parties shall conprise:

(a) Contributions made each year by Parties on the basis of an indicative
scal e adopted by consensus by the Conference of the Parties, and based on such a
scal e of assessments of the United Nations as may be adopted fromtime to time
by the CGeneral Assenmbly, adjusted so as to ensure that no Party contributes |ess
than 0.01 per cent of the total, that no one contribution exceeds 25 per cent of
the total and that no contribution froma |east devel oped country Party exceeds
0.01 per cent of the total

(b) Oher contributions made by Parties in addition to those made pursuant
to paragraph (a);

(c) Contributions from States not Parties to the Convention, as well as
governnental , intergovernnmental and non-governnmental organizations, and other
sour ces;

(d) The uncomm tted bal ance of appropriations from previous financia
periods attributed to the fund concerned;

(e) Mscellaneous income attributed to the fund concerned.

13. The Conference of the Parties shall, in adopting the indicative scale of
contributions referred to in paragraph 12 (a), nake adjustrments to take account
of contributions of Parties which are not nmenbers of the United Nations, as well
as those of regional economic integration organizations that are Parti es.

14. In respect of contributions made pursuant to paragraph 12 (a):

(a) Contributions for each cal endar year are expected on or before
1 January of that year

(b) Each Party shall, as far in advance as possible of the date due for
the contribution, informthe head of the permanent secretariat of the
contribution it intends to nake and of the projected timng of that
contri bution.

15. Contributions nade pursuant to paragraphs 12 (b) and (c) shall be used in
accordance with such ternms and conditions, consistent with the objectives of the
Convention, as nay be agreed between the head of the permanent secretariat and
the contributor. Contributions to the Supplenmentary Fund referred to in
paragraph 9 shall, as appropriate, be placed in sub-accounts.
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16. Contributions made pursuant to paragraph 12 (a) from States and regi ona
econom c integration organi zations that becone Parties to the Convention after
t he begi nning of a financial period shall be nmade pro rata tenporis for the
bal ance of that financial period. Consequent adjustnents shall be made at the
end of each financial period for other Parties.

17. Al contributions shall be paid in United States dollars or its equival ent
in a convertible currency into a bank account to be designated by the Secretary-
Ceneral of the United Nations, in consultation with the head of the permanent
secretari at.

18. The head of the permanent secretariat shall acknow edge promptly al
pl edges and contributions and shall informthe Parties, once a year, of the
status of pledges and paynents of contributions.

19. Contributions not imediately required shall be invested at the discretion
of the Secretary-CGeneral of the United Nations, in consultation with the head of
the permanent secretariat. The resulting incone shall be credited to the
appropriate fund or funds referred to in paragraphs 7, 9 and 10.

Accounts and audit

20. The accounts and financial managenent of all funds governed by the present
rul es shall be subject to the internal and external audit process of the United
Nat i ons.

21. During the second year of the financial period the United Nations shal
provide the Parties with an interimstatenment of accounts for the first year of
the financial period. The United Nations shall also, as soon as practicable,
provide to the Parties a final audited statenent of accounts for the ful
financi al period.

Adm ni strative support costs

22. The Conference of the Parties, under such terns as may fromtine to tine be
nmutual |y agreed upon between it and the United Nations, shall reinburse the
United Nations fromthe funds referred to in paragraphs 7, 9 and 10, as the case
may be for the purposes of services rendered, including the adm nistration of
the relevant fund by the United Nations, to the Conference of the Parties, its
subsi di ary bodi es and the permanent secretariat.

Anendnent s

23. Any anendnent to the present rules shall be adopted by the Conference of
the Parties by consensus.
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Decision 10/ 6

Rul es of procedure of the Conference of the Parties

The Intergovernnental Negotiating Committee,

Recalling its mandate to prepare for the first Conference of the Parties
pursuant to Ceneral Assenbly resolution 49/234 of 23 Decenber 1994,

Recommends that the Conference of the Parties, at its first session, adopt

the foll owi ng decision regarding the rules of procedure of the Conference of the
Parties:

Rul es of procedure of the Conference of the Parties

The Conference of the Parties,

Consi dering the provisions of the Convention, particularly article 22,
par agraph 3, which stipulates that the Conference of the Parties shall adopt, at
its first session, its own rules of procedure,

Havi ng _exani ned t he reconmendati ons of the Intergovernnmental Negotiating
Conmittee on the rules of procedure of the Conference of the Parties,

Deci des to adopt the rules of procedure contained in docunent , With
t he exception of paragraph 1 of rule 6, paragraph 1 of rule 22, rule 31 and
paragraph 1 of rule 47, and provisionally to apply rules 22 and 31 in relation
to the size of the Bureau

Decision 10/ 7

Committee on Science and Technology: reports on nodalities and

timng of future work on inventories of research, traditiona

and | ocal technol ogy, know edge, know how and practices and on
establi shment of research priorities

The Intergovernnental Negotiating Committee,

Taki ng note of the report contained in docunent A/ AC. 241/ 66,

1. Invites interested nenbers of the Cormittee to subnmit to the interim
secretariat by 17 March 1997 suggestions on the nodalities and timng of the
work of the Committee on Science and Technol ogy on

(a) Inventories of research, traditional and | ocal technol ogy, know edge,
know how and practi ces;

(b) Research priorities;
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2. Requests the interimsecretariat, drawing on the subm ssions received

pursuant to paragraph 1, to submt an expanded report on the subject, including
nodalities and timng, for consideration by the Conmttee on Science and
Technol ogy at its first session.

Decision 10/8

Report on work of other bodies performng work simlar to that
envi saged for the Conmttee on Science and Technol ogy

The Intergovernnental Negotiating Committee,

Noting with appreciation the report contained in docunment A/ AC. 241/67
regardi ng work of other bodies performng work simlar to that envisaged for the
Conmittee on Science and Technol ogy,

1. Invites interested nenbers of the Comm ttee and conpetent
organi zations to nake witten subm ssions, to be received by the interim
secretariat before 17 March 1997, regardi ng docunent A/ AC. 241/67;

2. Requests the interimsecretariat to update its work on identifying
ot her bodi es performng work sinmlar to that envisaged for the Conmttee on
Sci ence and Technol ogy, and, in that connection

(a) To establish an informal open-ended consultative process to assist in
thi s work;

(b) To identify, as well, in addition to the categories already
identified, regional and subregi onal organizations with bodi es perform ng work
simlar to that envisaged to be undertaken by the Commttee on Sci ence and
Technol ogy;

(c) To take account of comments made on this subject, including those
relating to the transfer of technology, in Wrking Group Il during the tenth
session of the Conmittee, as well as the witten submissions referred to in
subpar agraph (a);

3. Further requests the interimsecretariat to report to the Conference
of the Parties on the work undertaken in accordance w th paragraph 2.

Decision 10/9

Report on work being done on benchnarks and indicators

The Intergovernnental Negotiating Committee,

Noting with appreciation the report regarding the ongoi ng work bei ng done
on benchmarks and indicators (A/AC 241/1NF. 4 and Corr.1) to neasure progress in
the inplenentati on of the Convention and the val uabl e assi stance provi ded by
conpet ent organi zations already working on this question
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1. Invites interested nenbers of the Comm ttee and conpetent
organi zations to nake witten subm ssions, to be received by the interim
secretariat by 17 March 1997, regarding the report, as well as priorities in
future work on benchrmarks and i ndi cators;

2. Requests the interimsecretariat to continue its work on benchmarks
and i ndicators and, in that connection

(a) To continue the informal open-ended consultative process it
est abl i shed pursuant to decision 9/12, with the participation of any interested
menber of the Committee, from any regional and/or subregi onal groups, and
conpet ent governmental and non-governmental organi zations;

(b) Wthin this consultative process, to put particul ar enphasis on the
further elaboration of inplenentation indicators and the devel opnent of a
net hodol ogy for determ ning inpact indicators;

(c) To further expand the work to enconpass the Asian and Latin Anerican
and Cari bbean regions;

(d) To take account of comments made on this subject in Wrking Goup |
during the tenth session of the Committee, as well as the witten subm ssions
referred to in paragraph 1 above;

3. Further requests the interimsecretariat to report to the Conference
of the Parties on the work undertaken in accordance w th paragraph 2.

Decision 10/10

Committee on Science and Technol ogy: preparatory neasures to
put in hand work on networking of institutions, agencies
and bodi es

The Intergovernnental Negotiating Committee,

Recalling the requirenments of article 25 of the Convention

Taki ng note of the report contained in docunent A/ AC. 241/ 66,

1. Requests the interimsecretariat to solicit proposals, in accordance
with the draft terms of reference contained in annex | to the present deci sion,
fromthe indicative |ist of conpetent organizations contained in annex II, to
undertake the survey and evaluation referred to in article 25 of the Convention
of existing networks, institutions, agencies and bodies willing to become units

of a network that shall support the inplenentation of the Convention,

2. Further requests the interimsecretariat to arrange for the
circul ation of the executive sunmaries of the proposals referred to in
paragraph 3 of the draft ternms of reference prior to the first session of the
Conference of the Parti es,
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3. Recommends that the Committee on Sci ence and Technol ogy:

(a) Review, at its first session, the draft terns of reference and make
appropriate recommendations to the Conference of the Parties for their adoption

(b) Having duly considered the proposals, recommend the npst suitable
contractor for consideration and approval by the Conference of the Parties at
its first session.

Annex |

DRAFT TERMS OF REFERENCE AND PROPOSED CRGANI ZATI ON OF WORK TO BE
UNDERTAKEN ON NETWORKI NG OF | NSTI TUTI ONS, AGENCI ES AND BODI ES

1. Phases

Recogni zi ng that a conplete inventory and eval uation of all networks,
institutions, agencies and bodies will be a lengthy process, it is proposed that
the work plan of the survey and evaluation activity of the Commttee on Science
and Technology will need to be broken into three phases (A/ AC 241/66, para. 7),
nanel y:

(a) ldentification of the principal potential units, particularly
net wor ks;

(b) A pilot, in-depth survey and eval uation of potential units in a
particul ar regi on and subregi on;

(c) Replication of the pilot survey and evaluation of units in other
regi ons and subregi ons.

In all three phases, the units surveyed and evaluated w |l include
governnental , intergovernnental, non-governnental, acadenm c and other private
sector entities. Pursuant to the proposed programe of work outlined above, the
I nt ergovernmental Negotiating Committee seeks proposals for services froma
conpetent contractor to carry out the prelimnary survey and eval uation of
"potential units, particularly existing networks" and to suggest a nethodol ogy
for carrying out the second and third phases, for consideration at the first
session of the Commttee on Science and Technol ogy.

2. Tasks expected to be conpleted by the contractor

(a) ldentify the principal existing networks relevant to the effort to
conbat desertification and their role in areas such as information collection
and exchange, research, technol ogy transfer, benchmarks and indicators,
capacity-building, policy formulation and | ocal -1evel activities;

(b) Describe the actual conponents (including structure, node of operation
and willingness and capacity to contribute to the work of the Convention) as
wel | as categories of users, and map their geographical distributions;
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(c) Enunerate the information needs of actual and potential users and the
extent to which such needs are being nmet in relation to the provision of
articles 16 to 19 of the Convention

(d) Identify and describe the |inkages anong the principal networks,
i ncl udi ng gaps and possi bl e overl aps;

(e) Elaborate the purposes, nmethods and benefits of strengthening networks
at various |evels;

(f) Develop criteria by which institutions, agencies and networks will be
evaluated in terns of their capacity and effectiveness in contributing to the
i mpl ement ati on of the Convention

(g) Suggest:

(i) Methods and candi date regi ons and subregions for in-depth pilot
surveys;

(i1) A practical cost-effective nethodology to pernmt the Commttee on
Sci ence and Technol ogy to update the inventory of networks on a
regul ar basi s;

(i1i) A strategy by which a global network of networks, institutions,
agenci es and bodi es can be established for the purpose of supporting
the inplenentati on of the Convention

3. Solicitation of bids from organizations

I mredi ately following the tenth session of the Cormittee, the interim
secretariat shall invite conpetent organizations, such as those indicated in
annex |1, to submt proposals to carry out phase 1 activities. The proposals,
whi ch can come either from an organization individually or fromtwo or nore
organi zations jointly, nust be received by the interimsecretariat by
15 May 1997. Each proposal nust be acconpani ed by an executive sumrmary not
exceedi ng six pages in length. Copies of the conplete proposals will be
avail able to the nenbers of the Committee on Science and Technol ogy on request.

4. Draft contract

The interimsecretariat will prepare a draft contract for consideration and
approval by the first session of the Conference of the Parties, upon
recommendati on of the Committee on Science and Technol ogy.
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Annex 11
LI ST OF ORGANI ZATI ONS
Arab Centre for the Studies of Arid Zones and Dry Lands (ACSAD), Damascus

Chi na National Centre for Research and Devel opnent and Desertification Control,
Bei j i ng

Desert Research Centre, Cairo
Food and Agriculture O ganization of the United Nations, Rone
I ntergovernmental Authority on Devel opnent (|1 GAD), Dji bouti

International Centre for Advanced Mediterranean Agrononi ¢ Studies (| CAVAS),
Pari s

International Crops Research Institute for the Sem -Arid Tropics (ICRI SAT),
Hyder abad

I nternational Devel opnent Research Centre, Otawa
International Soil Science Society, Vienna

Permanent Inter-State Conmttee for Drought Control in the Sahel (CLSS),
Quagadougou

Sahara and Sahel Cobservatory, Paris

Uni ted Nations Devel oprent Programre, New York
United Nations Environment Progranme, Nairobi
University of Arizona, Tucson

Worl d Meteorol ogi cal Organi zation, Geneva

Deci sion 10/11

Organi zation of the work of the Committee on Science
and Technol ogy

The Intergovernnental Negotiating Committee,

Taki ng note of the report contained in docunent A/ AC. 241/ 66,

Recalling the provisions of article 24, paragraphs 2 and 3, of the
Convention relating to the establishnent and mai nt enance of a roster of
i ndependent experts with expertise and experience in the relevant fields, and to
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the qualifications of such experts of ad hoc panels which may be appoi nted by
the Conference of the Parties,

Recal ling further the provisions of the recomendation of the Committee to
t he Conference of the Parties, contained in decision 9/10, further el aborating
on the qualifications of such experts,

1. Invites interested nenbers of the Cormittee to contribute comments and
vi ews on subjects to be discussed at the first session of the Comrmittee on
Sci ence and Technol ogy, to be received by the interimsecretariat before
17 March 1997;

2. Requests the interimsecretariat, bearing in mnd the comments nade
during the tenth session on docunent A/ AC. 241/66 and drawi ng on the conments
recei ved pursuant to paragraph 1, to prepare a draft annotated agenda for the
first session of the Committee on Science and Technol ogy;

3. Invites Parties to submt in witing, through diplomatic channels,
nom nati ons of independent experts with expertise and experience in the rel evant
fields for the roster referred to in paragraph 2 of article 24 of the
Convention, taking into account the need for a nultidisciplinary approach, an
appropriate gender bal ance and a broad and equitabl e geographic distribution

4. Requests the interimsecretariat to prepare a list of nom nations
received by 31 May 1997, and to submit such list to the first session of the
Conference of the Parties for the establishnment of the roster of experts, after
review by the Conmttee on Science and Technol ogy.

Decision 10/12

Participation of non-governnental and intergovernnenta
or gani zati ons

The Intergovernnental Negotiating Committee,

Recalling its mandate to prepare for the first session of the Conference of
the Parties pursuant to General Assenbly resol ution 49/234 of 23 Decenber 1994,

Recommends that the Conference of the Parties, at its first session, adopt

the foll owi ng deci sion:

Participation of non-governnental and intergovernnenta
or gani zati ons

The Conference of the Parties,

Recalling article 22, paragraph 7, of the Convention

Noting rule 7 of the rules of procedure of the Conference of the Parti es,
whi ch provides that any body or agency, whether national or international,
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governmental or non-governmental, that is qualified in matters covered by the
Convention, and that has infornmed the permanent secretariat of its wish to be
represented at a session of the Conference of the Parties as an observer, may be
so admitted unless at |east one third of the Parties present object,

Noting also that such rule 7 also provides that such observers nmay, upon
invitation of the President, participate without the right to vote in the
proceedi ngs of any session in matters of direct concern to the body or agency
they represent, unless at least one third of the Parties present at the session
obj ect ,

Deci des:

(a) To accredit to the first session of the Conference of the Parties the
non- gover nnent al organi zati ons previously accredited to sessions of the
I ntergovernnental Negotiating Conmttee for the el aboration of an Internationa
Convention to Conbat Desertification in Those Countries Experiencing Serious
Drought and/or Desertification, particularly in Africa, as listed in annex | to
t he present deci sion;

(b) To accredit to the first and subsequent sessions of the Conference of
the Parties those additional non-governnental organizations that the Secretariat
may reconmend for accreditation, as listed in annex Il to the present decision

(c) In deciding on the accreditation of additional non-governnenta
organi zations to the second and subsequent ordinary or extraordi nary sessions of
the Conference of the Parties, the Conference of the Parties shall take account
of decisions 1/1 and 2/1 concerning the participation of non-government al
organi zations as adopted by the Preparatory Committee for the United Nations
Conference on Environnment and Devel opnent at its first and second sessions
(A 45/ 46, annex | and A/ 46/ 48, annex |). Non-governnental organizations so
accredited nay participate in accordance with the rules of procedure of the
Conference of the Parties;

(d) To accord observer status at the first session of the Conference of
the Parties to all the intergovernnental organizations previously accorded such
status at sessions of the Intergovernmental Negotiating Commttee for the
El aboration of an International Convention to Conbat Desertification in Those
Countries Experiencing Serious Drought and/or Desertification, Particularly in
Africa, as listed in annex IIl to the present decision

(e) To accord observer status at the first and subsequent sessions of the
Conference of the Parties to those additional intergovernnmental organizations
that the Secretariat may recomend to be accorded such status, as listed in
annex |V to the present decision

(f) In deciding on according observer status to additiona
i ntergovernnmental organi zations to the second and subsequent ordinary or
extraordi nary sessions of the Conference of the Parties, the Conference of the
Parties shall bear in mnd the established practice of the General Assenbly of
the United Nations. Organizations accorded such status may participate in
accordance with the rules of procedure of the Conference of the Parties.
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Annex |
NON- GOVERNVENTAL ORGANI ZATI ONS PREVI OQUSLY ACCREDI TED TO SESSI ONS
OF THE | NTERGOVERNMVENTAL NEGOTI ATI NG COMM TTEE FOR THE ELABCRATI ON
OF AN | NTERNATI ONAL CONVENTI ON TO COVBAT DESERTI FI CATI ON | N THOSE
COUNTRI ES EXPERI ENCI NG SERI OQUS DROUGHT ANDY OR DESERTI FI CATI ON,
PARTI CULARLY | N AFRI CA
Those non-governmental organi zations referred to in the foll owi ng decisions
of the Intergovernnental Negotiating Coormittee: 1/1,' 2/2, 3/1, 4/1, 5/1, 6/1,
7/1, 8/1, 9/1 and 10/1.?
Annex 11

ADDI TI ONAL NON- GOVERNVENTAL CORGANI ZATI ONS TO BE ACCREDI TED TO THE
FI RST AND SUBSEQUENT SESSI ONS OF THE CONFERENCE OF THE PARTI ES

[ To be conpl et ed]

Annex 111
| NTERGOVERNVENTAL ORGANI ZATI ONS PREVI OQUSLY ACCORDED OBSERVER
STATUS AT SESSI ONS OF THE | NTERGOVERNVENTAL NEGOTI ATl NG
COW TTEE FOR THE ELABORATI ON OF AN | NTERNATI ONAL CONVENTI ON
TO COVBAT DESERTI FI CATI ON | N THOSE COUNTRI ES EXPERI ENCI NG
SERI QUS DROUGHT ANDY OR DESERTI FI CATI ON, PARTI CULARLY | N AFRI CA
1. Arab Maghreb Union (AMJ).
2. I ntergovernnental Authority on Devel oprment (1 GAD).
3. Permanent Inter-State Committee for Drought Control in the Sahel (CLLS).
4. Sahara and Sahel Cobservatory (OSS).
5. Sout hern African Devel opment Conmunity ( SADC) .

6. Centre for Environment and Devel opment, Arab Regi on and Europe (CEDARE).

! Except for the Southern Africa Regional Conmi ssion for the Conservation
and Utilization of the Soil (SARCCUS), which was accorded observer status as an
i ntergovernment al organi zati on by decision 2/3.

2 A reservation was expressed after the adoption of this decision with
respect to the non-governmental organization referred to in paragraph 10 of
docunent A/ AC. 241/9/Add. 13 and Corr.1, in ternms of its participation in the
Conference of the Parties.
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7. Consul tative Group on International Agricultural Research/Internationa

Crops Research Institute for the Sem -Arid Tropics (CA AR/ | CRI SAT).
Sout hern African Regi onal Commi ssion for the Conservation and Uilization
of Soil (SARCCUS) .
Annex 1V
ADDI Tl ONAL | NTERGOVERNVENTAL ORGANI ZATI ONS TO BE ACCORDED
OBSERVER STATUS AT THE FI RST AND SUBSEQUENT SESSI ONS OF
THE CONFERENCE OF THE PARTI ES
[ To be conpl et ed]
Decision 10/13

Provi sional agenda for the first Conference of the Parties

The I ntergovernmental Negotiating Committee recommends to the first

Conference of the Parties the adoption of the follow ng provisional agenda:

1

2.

El ection of the President.

Adoption of the rules of procedure.

El ection of other officers.

Adoption of the agenda and organi zati on of work.
Credential s of del egations.

Accreditation of non-governnmental and intergovernnental organizations,
adm ssion of observers.

Adoption of recomendations to the Conference of the Parties and ot her
deci si ons and concl usi ons requiring action by the Conference:

(a) Maintenance of interimarrangenents referred to in paragraph 13 of
General Assenbly resolution 51/180, including interimfinancia
arrangenent s;

(b) Adoption of the financial rules;

(c) Approval of the programme and budget:

(i) Adoption of the Convention budget and progranme for the bi enni um
1998- 1999;

(1i) Related budget deci sions;



(d)

(e)

(f)

(9)

(h)

()
(k)
(1)
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(iii) Extrabudgetary funding for the secretariat for 1998:

a. Trust Fund for support of the secretariat;

b. Special Voluntary Fund to assist devel oping countries to
parti ci pate;

(iv) Programme of work for the second and third Conferences of the

Parti es;

Desi gnation of a pernmanent secretariat and arrangenents for its
functi oni ng:

(i) Institutional |inkage;

(i1) Physical |ocation;

Organi zation to house the global nechani smand agreenment on its
nodal i ti es;

Comuni cation of information and review of inplenentation, including
format and tinetable;

Ternms of reference of the Conmittee on Science and Technol ogy;
Programme of work of the Commttee on Science and Technol ogy;

Ternms of reference of the roster of scientific experts;

Adoption of the procedure for the establishment of ad hoc panels;

Est abl i shment of the roster of experts;

Creation of ad hoc panel (s) of experts, if necessary, with their terns

of reference.

Deci sion 10/14

Resuned tenth session of the Comittee

The I ntergovernmental Negotiating Committee deci des, pursuant to the
provi sions of paragraph 4 of General Assenbly resolution 50/112 of
20 Decenber 1995 and paragraph 3 of Assenbly resolution 51/180 of
16 Decenber 1996, to hold a resuned tenth session at Geneva from18 to
22 August 1997.
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B. Draft decision recomended for adoption by the Genera
Assenbl y

The I ntergovernmental Negotiating Committee recomends to the Genera
Assenbly the adoption of the followi ng draft decision

Use of the Special Voluntary Fund and the Trust Fund

The CGeneral Assenbly,

Recal | i ng paragraph 15 of its resolution 47/188 of 22 Decenber 1992
relating to a special voluntary fund to assist devel oping countries affected by
desertification and drought, in particular the | east devel oped countries, to
participate fully and effectively in the negotiation process of the
I ntergovernnental Negotiating Conmttee for the El aboration of an Internationa
Convention to Conbat Desertification in Those Countries Experiencing Serious
Drought and/or Desertification, Particularly in Africa,

Recal ling al so paragraph 13 of its resolution 47/188 and paragraph 8 of
resol uti on 50/112 of 20 Decenber 1995 relating to the possibility of using the
trust fund to support the participation of representatives of non-governnental
organi zations in the work of the Committee,

Recal ling al so paragraph 13 (b) of its resolution 51/180 of
16 Decenber 1996 concerni ng the maintenance of arrangenments relating to
ext rabudget ary funds,

Noting with pleasure the entry into force of the United Nations Convention
to Conbat Desertification in Those Countries Experiencing Serious Drought and/or
Desertification Particularly in Africa on 26 Decenber 1996,

1. Deci des that the head of the interimsecretariat, under the authority
of the Secretary-Ceneral, shall have the possibility of using the Special
Vol untary Fund, as appropriate, to assist devel oping countries affected by
desertification and drought, in particular the | east devel oped countries, to
participate fully and effectively in the first Conference of the Parties;

2. Decides further that the head of the interimsecretariat, under the
authority of the Secretary-Ceneral, shall have the possibility of using the
Trust Fund, as appropriate, to support also the participation of representatives
of non-governmental organizations in the work of the first Conference of the
Parties.
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APPENDI X 11
Summary by the Chairnman on the question of special action
1. The debate in plenary on 15 January made it plain that start-up actions on

all continents have net the expectations vested in the interimperiod and
provide a sound framework for inplementation activities as the Convention enters
into force. The commitnent of countries has been nost heartening. The gl oba

di mensi on of desertification has been eloquently illustrated by the nationa
presentations and the set of neasures taken at the |ocal, national and regiona

| evel s outline a conmprehensive response fromthe international comunity.

2. The needs remain i mense, however, be they for capacity-building,
information or funding. Furthernore, the conplexity of the tasks that |ie ahead
seens nore clearly perceived. National action programes are no | onger

concei ved as singul ar programm ng docunments spelling out a |inear process noving
frominformation to execution of the progranme. Rather, they represent
processes that synchroni ze those phases through an iterative nethodol ogy that
will provide a better scope for participatory eco-devel opnent. Regional action
programes shoul d spread the ownership for regional cooperation in the fight

agai nst desertification to the main conpetent institutions in the region. The

i ntense work undertaken during the interimperiod has |aid sone of the needed
foundati ons for the necessary convergency between the efforts of affected
country Parties and devel oped country Parties, thus paving the way for gradua
progress at the field level of the arid |ands nmarginalized by ecol ogi ca
degradati on and poverty.

3. In Africa, we have recorded an inpressive level of activities.
Institutional, legislative and financial neasures have been taken. Policies are
under review. National awareness days have clarified i ssues. Coordination
nechani sns have been put in place. Awareness canpai gns have been | aunched.
Consul tations are being pursued to reach consensus on the adoption of nationa
action programmes. Facilitation funds at the subregional |evel and
desertification funds at the national |evel have provided limted but concrete
support for the interimperiod. GCenuine efforts are being nade to include
decentralization, participation and further denocratization in the devel opnent
process under the auspices of the Convention. O course, there are still many
areas for inprovenent: classical and rigid top-down governnmental approaches
need to be further adjusted, affected countries should express the priority
given to the Convention in a nore insistent nmanner in all devel opment foruns.

On the other hand, devel oped countries need to nove into the process of concrete
partnership-building in the light of the ongoing initiatives. Furthernore, the
potential of the contribution of the private sector to the devel opnment of the
dryl ands nmust now be nobilized. Simlarly, scientific and academ c institutions
are yet to tune into the Convention's inplenentation process. In the context of
this debate, donors shared information on neasures they have taken to support
the process and offered views on key net hodol ogi cal points.

4. In Asia, statements fromcountries have illustrated the seriousness of the
threat of desertification in the region. The energing response to the demands
of the inplementation process has included national preparatory activities, and
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subregi onal and regional consultations. High technol ogy water resource
management, integrated training schenes or greenbelt and afforestation are some
of the areas where prom sing devel opnents woul d be forthcom ng, should support
resources be identified.

5. The Russi an Federation presented steps taken to achi eve accession to the
Convention. It noted its proposal on a European Centre for Arid Lands in

Kal makya and encouraged the creation of a global network for scientific
resear ch.

6. Latin Anerica highlighted its efforts in the preparation of national action
programes, national networking systens and the intensification of

i ntergovernnmental technical cooperation. The creation of advisory groups and

t he i nvol vement of non-governmental organizations are bei ng encouraged.
Legi sl ative provisions have been adopted. Countries have enphasi zed the need to
mtigate poverty in order to reach the objectives of the Convention.

7. Activities have al so taken place in the northern Mediterranean region.
Coordi nati on under the fourth regional annex ains at a gradual identification of
regional priority issues. The national action progranme of Spain will be

rel eased this year and will provide a reference for the treatnent of questions
nore specifically related to the conditions of the region

8. Al'l the while, a core of supporting multilateral agencies, despite severe
financial constraints, have provided sone of the required support and sought
together, in a pragmatic manner, to identify their conparative advantages in
responding to the countries' perceived needs and in identifying the respective
areas of conplenentarity. Oher nmultilateral agencies are being sensitized to
t he Convention and may now review or formulate their specific role in the |light
of the entry into force of this unique instrunent.

9. General ly, the debate showed that the Convention has already contributed to
the launching of an inpressive range of actions; in particular, the urgent
action for Africa has given many useful indications for the continued

i mpl ement ati on of the Convention



