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LETTER DATED 2 APRI L 1997 FROM THE CHARGE D AFFAIRES A I. OF
THE PERMANENT M SSI ON OF TOGO TO THE UNI TED NATI ONS ADDRESSED
TO THE SECRETARY- GENERAL

I have the honour to transmit herewith the text of a letter dated
2 April 1997, in which M. Koffi Panou, Mnister for Foreign Affairs and
Cooperation of Togo, transmits to you the text of the statement adopted at the
conclusion of the first special session of the Conference of Heads of State and
Governnent of the Central Organ of the Organization of African Unity (QAU
Mechani smfor Conflict Prevention, Managenent and Resolution, held in Lomé on
26 and 27 March 1997, which was devoted to the situation in eastern Zaire.

| amalso transmitting to you herewith the text of the comuni qué issued at
the conclusi on of the neeting between the representatives of the Governnent of
the Republic of Zaire and the Alliance of Denocratic Forces for the Liberation
of the Congo-Zaire (AFDL).

The Governnent of Togo would be grateful if you would have the text of this
letter and its annexes circulated as a docunent of the Security Council.

(Signed) Kom Mensah AFETO
Chargé d' affaires a.i
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Annex |

Letter dated 2 April 1997 fromthe Mnister for Foreign Affairs
and Cooperation of Togo addressed to the Secretary-Genera

On the initiative of the Governnment of Togo, the Central Organ of the
Organi zation of African Unity (QAU) Mechanismfor Conflict Prevention,
Management and Resol ution, nmeeting at the mnisterial |level during the sixty-
fifth ordinary session of the Council of Mnisters of QAU, held in Tripoli from
24 to 28 February 1997, decided to hold in Lomé a special session of the
Conference of Heads of State and Governnment of the Central Organ in order to
consider the situation in the Geat Lakes region, with particular reference to
eastern Zaire.

Preceded by a neeting of the Council of Mnisters, the first special
session of the Conference of Heads of State and Governnent of the Central Organ
net in Lonmé on 26 and 27 March 1997, 16 African heads of State and CGovernnent,
as well as the Secretary-General of the United Nations, the Secretary-CGeneral of
QAU, Anbassador Mhamed Sahnoun, joint United Nations/ QAU Speci al Representative
for the Great Lakes region, M. Aldo A ello, Special Envoy of the European Union
for the Great Lakes region, and special envoys from Germany, the United States
of America and France.

In transmitting to you herewith the text of the declaration adopted at the
concl usion of this special session of the Conference of Heads of State and
Governnent of the Central Organ, | should like to point out that, during the
course of the Summt, Presidents Eyadema, Biya and Abacha, after |engthy
i nformal consultations, succeeded in convincing the two parties to the conflict
in eastern Zaire to reiterate their commitnent to accept the principles of a
ceasefire and negoti ati ons.

The conmmuni qué issued at the conclusion of that nmeeting, the text of which
| amalso transmtting herewith [see annex Il], indicates that, once the
del egations have returned to their countries and consulted with their respective
authorities, the Secretary-General of the United Nations and the Secretary-
General of QAU will be informed of the date of the start of negotiations and the
procl amati on of a ceasefire, which will be announced simltaneously in Long,
Ki nshasa and CGons.

| am convinced that the results of the neeting in Lomé will contribute to a
definitive settlement of the crisis in Zaire and to the restoration of peace in
that country.

| should be grateful if you would have the texts of the statenent and the
comuni qué circul ated as docunents of the Security Council

(Signed) Koffi PANCQU
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Encl osure
[Oiginal: English and French]

STATEMENT | SSUED BY THE CENTRAL CRGAN OF THE ORGANI ZATI ON OF
AFRI CAN UNI TY MECHANI SM FOR CONFLI CT PREVENTI ON, MANAGEMENT
AND RESCLUTI ON, AT THE LEVEL OF HEADS OF STATE AND GOVERNMENT
ON THE SI TUATI ON I N THE GREAT LAKES REA ON, W TH PARTI CULAR
REFERENCE TO EASTERN ZAI RE, AT LOVE, ON 27 MARCH 1997

1. The Heads of State and Government of States Menbers of the Central O gan of
the Organization of African Unity (OAU), Mechanismfor Conflict Prevention,
Managenent and Resol ution net at Lome on 26 and 27 March 1997 to consider the
situation in the Geat Lakes region, with particular reference to the conflict
in eastern Zaire. Also participating in the neeting were the Heads of State and
Governnent or their representatives fromthe followi ng countries:

(a) Countries of the Great Lakes region that are not nenbers of the
Central Organ;

(b) Countries neighbouring Zaire;

(c) African countries that are nmenbers of the United Nations Security
Counci | ;

(d) Countries involved in the Nairobi process;
(e) The Chairman of the QAU Council of Mnisters;
(f) Oher QAU nenber States in their capacity as observers.

2. The Central Organ reiterated its grave concern about the continuing
deteriorating security, political, socio-econom c and hunanitarian situation in
the Great Lakes region, especially the current arnmed conflict in eastern Zaire.

3. The Central Organ welcomed all the initiatives being undertaken by African
| eaders, as well as those by our partners fromoutside the continent ained at
finding a peaceful, negotiated and political settlenment of the conflict, and
stressed the need to ensure proper and adequate coordi nation of all these
initiatives.

4. The Central Organ, having heard and considered a report from

H E. Daniel T. Arap Mdi, President of the Republic of Kenya, Chairman of the
Nairobi I, Il and Il Summts and of the Commttee of Four mandated by the
Nairobi Il Summt, expressed its appreciation for the efforts deployed by the
African | eaders involved in the Nairobi Sunmts in the search for a peaceful
solution to the crisis in eastern Zaire and urged themto continue with their
efforts.

5. The Central Organ reaffirmed its full conmmitnent to the principle of
territorial integrity and unity of Zaire, as well as respect for the principle

l.o..
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of inviolability of borders, existing at the tinme of the achievenment of nationa
i ndependence as enshrined in the Charter of the QAU, as well as the resolution
AHE Res. 16 (I) adopted at Cairo in July 1964.

*6. The Central Organ condemed all types of foreign mlitary intervention and
the use of nercenaries in Zaire.

7. The Central Organ wel comed and expressed support for the Five Point Peace
Plan submtted by the United Nations/ QAU Speci al Representati ve,
Anbassador Mohanmed Sahnoun, as endorsed by the Security Council inits

resolution 1097 (1997), and by the sixty-fifth ordinary session of the QAU
Council of Mnisters (CM Dec.305 (LXV)) and urged all parties concerned as well
as all nenber States fully to support the mission and mandate of the Speci al
Representative in the inplenmentation of the Plan

8. The Central Organ recomended to the Security Council the setting up, in
cooperation with QAU, of a nechanismfor nonitoring the inplenmentation of the
United Nations/ QAU Peace Plan on Zaire and requested the Secretaries-CGeneral of
QAU and the United Nations to undertake the necessary consultations to this end.

*9., The Central Organ called for inmedi ate negotiations between the Governnent
of Zaire and the Denocratic Alliance for the Liberation of Congo-Zaire (AFDL)

| eading to a ceasefire and conpl ete cessation of hostilities, in order to pave
the way for the inplenentation of the said Plan

*10. The Central Organ authorized the Secretary-General, in the spirit of
paragraph 22 of the Cairo Declaration Establishing the Mechanismfor Conflict
Prevention, Managenent and Resol ution, to establish contacts with the | eadership
of the AFDL, with a viewto requesting it to make itself available for

consul tation, as and when the need ari ses.

11. The Central Organ also called on all the parties to the conflict to create
safe and secure conditions to facilitate the channelling of adequate and tinely
hurmani tari an and relief assistance to refugees and internally displaced persons.

*12. The Central Organ appealed to all the parties to the conflict to cooperate
with the appropriate international agencies so as to encourage and accel erate
the voluntary repatriation of refugees in eastern Zaire, it being understood
that this repatriation would ensure their safety and dignity.

13. The Central Organ called on the Security Council to take i medi ate and
appropriate nmeasures to ensure that the elenents of the former Rwandese Arny and
Interhamwe militias are disarned and denobilized. Those suspected of the
genoci de shoul d appear before the International Crimnal Tribunal for Rwanda.

14. The Central Organ requested the Secretary-General to take appropriate
practical neasures, including the dispatch of a mssion of the QAU Conmmi ssion of
Twenty on Refugees, in order to assess the situation of refugees and displaced
persons in eastern Zaire and all other countries of the region

* Reservations entered by Zaire on paragraphs 6, 9, 10 and 12.
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15. Wth regard to the situation in Burundi, the Central O gan endorsed the
decision of the sixty-fifth ordinary session of the Council of Mnisters, held
at Tripoli (CM Dec.306 (LXV)) and wel coned the proposed regional sumit to be
held at Arusha on 8 April 1997.

16. The Central Ogan called on the Followup Conmittee for the Inplenentation
of the Bujunbura Conference Plan of Action on Assistance to Refugees, Returnees
and Di splaced Persons in the Great Lakes Region to neet in order to review all
aspects of the humanitarian and refugee crisis in the region as well as to find
durable solutions to all outstanding issues of this problem

17. The Central Organ underscored the inportance of convening an international
conference on peace, security, stability and devel opment in the Great Lakes
regi on under the auspices of OAU and the United Nations.

18. Finally, the Central Organ expressed its appreciation to

Presi dent Gnassi ngbe Eyaderma, and the Governnent and people of Togo for hosting
its first extraordinary session and for the warmwel come and hospitality
accorded to all the del egations.
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Annex |1

Communi qué issued in Lom® on 27 March 1997

Meeting during the first special session of the Conference of Heads of
State and Government of the Central Organ of the QAU Mechani sm for Conflict
Preventi on, Managenent and Resol ution, the President of the Togol ese Republic,
Hi s Excel | ency Gnassingbé Eyademmn, the current Chairman of QAU, the President of
the Republic of Cameroon, H s Excellency M. Paul Biya, H s Excellency
Ceneral Sani Abacha, Head of State, Commander-in-Chief of the N gerian Arned
Forces, the current Chairman of the Econom c Conmunity of West African States,
the Secretary-General of the United Nations, H s Excellency M. Kofi Annan, and
H s Excel | ency Anmbassador Mhanmed Sahnoun, joint United Nations/ QAU Speci al
Representative for the Geat Lakes region, consulted with the representatives of
the two parties to the conflict, namely, the Governnment of the Republic of Zaire
and the Alliance of Denpcratic Forces for the Liberation of the Congo-Zaire
(AFDL), on ways and neans of ensuring the speedy inplenmentation of the United
Nations/ QAU pl an for a peaceful settlenent of the crisis in eastern Zaire

The results of this neeting were as foll ows:
1. The two del egations reiterated their conmtnent to accept:
(a) the principle of a ceasefire;
(b) the principle of negotiations.
2. Once the del egations have returned to their countries and consulted
with their respective authorities, the United Nations and QAU wi |l be informed

of the date of the start of negotiations and the proclamati on of a ceasefire,
whi ch will be announced simultaneously in Lomé, Kinshasa and Goma.



