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LETTER DATED 25 MARCH 1997 FROM THE PERVANENT REPRESENTATI VES
OF AZERBAI JAN AND GEORG A TO THE UNI TED NATI ONS ADDRESSED TO
THE PRESI DENT OF THE SECURI TY COUNCI L

We have the honour to submt herewith a joint letter fromthe Mnisters for
Foreign Affairs of Azerbaijan and Georgi a addressed to you, together with its
encl osure.

We shoul d be grateful if you would have the text of the present letter and
its enclosures circulated as a docunment of the Security Council.

(Signed) Eldar KOULIEV (Signed) Peter CHKHEI DZE
Anbassador Anbassador
Per manent Representative Per manent Representative
of Azerbaijan to the of Ceorgia to the
United Nations Uni ted Nations
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Annex
[Original: Russian]
Letter dated 18 February 1997 fromthe Mnisters for Foreign

Affairs of Azerbaijan and Georgia addressed to the President
of the Security Counci

We have the honour to transmit the text of the Declaration on the Further
Intensification of Strategi c Cooperation between Azerbaijan and Georgia, signed
by the Presidents of Azerbaijan and Georgia in Baku on 18 February 1997 (see
encl osure).

We should be grateful if you would have this letter and its annex
circul ated as a docunent of the Security Council.

(Signed) Hassan HASSANOV (Signed) Irakly MENAGARI SHVI LI
M ni ster for Foreign Affairs of M ni ster for Foreign Affairs of

Azer bai j an Ceorgi a
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Encl osure

Declaration on the Further Strengthening of Strateqgic
Cooperati on between Azerbaijan and Georgia

Azer bai j an and Ceorgi a,

Qui ded by the provisions of the Treaty of Friendship, Cooperation and
Strengt heni ng of Mutual Security of 8 March 1996, which gave a new dinmension to
cooperati on between the two friendly States,

On the basis of the principles and purposes contained in the Declaration on
Peace, Security and Cooperation in the Caucasus Region of 8 March 1996 and the
declaration entitled "For Inter-ethnic Accord, Peace and Economnmic and Cul tura
Cooperation in the Caucasus" of 3 June 1996,

Enphasi zing the inportance of uniting efforts to ensure peace, stability
and the security of the States of the region

Desi rous of conprehensively intensifying strategic cooperation

Enphasi zing the priority that attaches to inplenenting specific measures to
establish nmechanisnms that will facilitate the attai nnent of the practica
obj ectives of building a denocratic State ruled by |aw, based on politica
pluralism the market econony, suprenmacy of the |aw and respect for human rights
and fundamental freedons,

Confirmng their adherence to the universally accepted principles of
international |aw, the purposes and principles of the Charter of the United
Nations, and the provisions of the Helsinki Final Act, the Paris Charter for a
New Eur ope and ot her fundanental documents of the Organization for Security and
Cooperation in Europe (OSCE)

Decl are that:

1. The parties are convinced that the devel opnent and intensification of
friendly relations between the two States opens up new opportunities for the
attai nment of a higher |evel of cooperation based on the principles of equality,
good nei ghbourliness, independence, nutual advantage and respect for one
anot her's sovereignty;

2. The parties will cooperate in the processes of integration into the
Eur opean political and econom ¢ structures, taking their national interests into
account. The integration of Azerbaijan and Georgia, which are an integral part
of Europe, into the European institutions will create broad opportunities for
resolving political, economc, social, cultural and humanitarian problens on the
basi s of universally accepted European standards;

3. The parties acknow edge that consi stent observance of the principles
contained in the fundanental docunents of the United Nations, OSCE, the Counci
of Europe, the European Union and other international organizations is an
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i mportant factor in strengthening security and buil di ng confidence in Europe and
in ensuring respect for human rights and fundanental freedons;

4. The parties consider that speedy peaceful settlenent of arned
conflicts is a vitally inportant condition for strengthening the atnosphere of
confi dence and security in Europe and preventing the threat of new sources of
conflicts energing;

5. The parties highly appreciate the docunents of the Lisbon Summt of
OSCE and express the firmconviction that settlement of the armed conflicts in
the region on the basis of the principles these docunments contain will afford a
reliabl e guarantee of the attainnent of peace, stability and confidence;

6. The parties will continue to pronote the devel opnent of cooperation
bet ween t he nenber countries of the Conmonweal th of |ndependent States on the
basis of the universally accepted principles and norns of international |aw, and
in accordance with their |legislation and national interests, in the belief that
it should facilitate the strengthening of the independence and sovereignty and
t he economi c devel opnent of the countries of the Conmonweal t h;

7. The parties will assist in all possible ways in the devel opnent of
trade and econom c cooperation between the countries of the Black Sea, Caspian
Sea and Mediterranean basins;

8. The parties are convinced that respect for the principles of State
sovereignty, equality of rights, territorial integrity, inviolability of
frontiers, non-interference in each other's internal affairs and peacefu
settl enent of disputes, and for the other universally accepted norms of
international law, is a guarantee of peace and security in the European region

9. The parties condem acts of aggression, aggressive separatism and
terrorismin all its fornms and mani festations which are ained at destroying
human rights, fundamental freedons and denobcracy, threaten the territoria
integrity and security of States, destabilize lawfully constituted Governnents
and undermne pluralistic civil society;

10. Expressing satisfaction at the results of their bilateral trade and
econom ¢ cooperation, the parties consider it a priority task to inplenent
neasures to intensify these processes;

11. On the basis of the bilateral and nmultilateral treaty instrunments
signed in recent years, and taking into account the devel opnent and
intensification of trade and econonic relations and al so the existence of
cooperative links in the past, the parties have reached the concl usion that
there is a need to pronote in every possible way cooperation in such areas as
transport, comunications, energy supply, engineering, agriculture, in science
and technology and mlitary technol ogy, the environnent, humanitarian
assi stance, tourism physical culture and sports.

The parties will focus particular attention on speeding up practica
neasures for the establishnment and operation of a European-Asian transport
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corridor, regarding this project of global significance as a vital factor in the
al I -round devel opnent of the two countries and of the region as a whol e.

The parties will attach priority significance to the expansion of
cooperati on between their financial institutions, and to the harnonization of
| egislation in the spheres of the econony, finance, credit and banki ng, custons
arrangenents, investnments and communi cati ons.

For these purposes, the Governnents, mnistries and departnments of the two
countries will devel op appropriate progranmes for the intensification of
cooperation in these fields and engage in concrete neasures for their
i mpl ement ati on;

12. The parties regard bilateral partnership relations between towns,
districts, enterprises and institutions as an inportant conmponent of the
cooperati on between Azerbaijan and Georgi a;

13. On the basis of the desire of the two fraternal peoples to maintain
and strengthen their traditionally close links of friendship, and confirm ng
their adherence to respect for and application of universally acknow edged human
rights and fundanental freedons, including the rights of persons belonging to
ethnic mnorities, the parties are resolved to pronote devel opment of the
distinct identity of Azerbaijanis living in Georgia and Georgians living in
Azerbaijan, and also to guarantee their right to enjoy their cultural heritage,
practise their religion and performreligious rites, and use their |anguage
freely in private life and in public;

14. The parties will pronote the devel opnent of interparlianmentary |inks,
as well as the exchange of experience in legislative activity and the
establ i shment and operation of denpcratic institutions;

15. The parties will engage in regul ar exchange of experience and
i nformation on the conduct of the reforns inplenented in their countries in
various spheres of life.

DONE at Baku on 18 February 1997 in the Azerbaijani, Georgian and Russi an
| anguages, all three texts being equally authentic.

(Signed) Heydar ALIYEV (Signed) Eduard SHEVARDNADZE
Presi dent of Azerbaijan Presi dent of Georgia



