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LETTER DATED 24 MARCH 1997 FROM THE CHARGE D'AFFAIRES A.I. OF
COTE D’IVOIRE ADDRESSED TO THE CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE ON
RELATIONS WITH THE HOST COUNTRY

I have the honour to ask ycu, as Chairman of the Committee on Relations
with the Host Country, to have the text of the note verbale dated 24 March 1997
from the Permanent Mission of Céte d’Ivoire to the United Nations addressed to
the United States Mission to the United Nations issued as a document of the
Committee (see annex).

The note in question refers to an incident of which the Mission of Céte

d’Ivoire was victim on Thursday, 20 March 1997.

(Signed) Diénébou KABA CAMARA
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ANNEX

Note verbale dated 24 March 1997 from the Permanent Mission
of Cote d’Ivoire to the United Nations addressed to the
United States Mission to the United Nations

The Permanent Mission of the Republic of Céte d’Ivoire to the United
Nations presents its compliments to the United States Mission to the United
Nations and has the honour to refer to the issue of the parking of diplomatic
vehicles in New York City.

In this connection, the Permanent Mission of Céte d'Ivoire wishes to inform
the United States Mission of an incident of which it was a victim on Thursday,
20 March 1997. At around 8.30 that day, one of the vehicles belonging to the
Mission of Cdte d’'Ivoire was towed away by a police officer from 129th Street,
in Manhattan, even though it was properly parked as were all the other vehicles
on that same street.

The chauffeur of the Mission went shortly thereafter to the marshal’s
office on 40th Street to find out why the vehicle had been towed, and was handed
a note (see appendix) which stated that the vehicle in question had been removed
because it had accumulated a number of unpaid parking tickets.

The Permanent Mission of Céte d’'Ivoire immediately contacted the Office of
Foreign Missions of the United States Mission; the latter did not secure the
vehicle’s release until about 4 in the afternoon.

The Permanent Mission of CBte d’Ivoire would like to point out that, as far
as it knows, the new measures envisaged by New York City are not scheduled to
come into effect until 1 April. Moreover, these measures do not include the
towing away of vehicles as penalty for unpaid parking tickets.

In fact, the document concerning the new measures decided upon by New York
City states quite clearly that, in the event of repeated violations of the
parking laws, the owner of the vehicle would receive a notification from the
Office of Foreign Missions informing him that he could no longer lawfully use
his vehicle as long as the tickets remained unpaid.

The Permanent Mission of Céte d’Ivoire did not receive any such
notification and - and this is without precedent - one of its vehicles was towed
away by the police authorities for non-payment of earlier parking tickets.

The Permanent Mission of Céte d’'Ivoire would like to express its
disapproval regarding such conduct which runs counter to the privileges and
immunities accorded to diplomatic agents and missions by the Vienna Convention
of 1961, and it hopes that such incidents will be avoided in future.
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APPENDIX
Geoige Alrday
MARSHAL, CITY OF NEW YORK PP\Y

110 WEST 40 STREET
NEW YORK, N.Y. 10018 - s
THL: (212) 354-7666 =
\S‘ FLool W“l

Wlll-‘N CALLING GIVE YOUR VD 44 ?A! 3 DATE ] OWIBDS

Yl"..All / MAKE OF CAlL: PLATLH STATE:

NOTICE:
Your vehicio wus limpoundud by Cily Marshal Airday pursuant to n judgment oblained by the
N.Y.C, Parking Violatlons Burcau (br unpaid packlog Uckots (C.P.L.R, Arole d, Sect, 9219 &

5240 and V.T.L. 241 (n).
-To redecn your vohicle call the ofTico of Marshal Airdsy Monday (o Priday 9 AM utit 5

PM. You necd your ficoise plaio numbor, yonir and make of your car nnd the dute towed, You will

bo tul oxacl uim dus,
~Paymont must be in CASIL o
a— s

HOTR1 YOUN PAYHENT 0P HOHIRS 20N PV SUNNINAES 18 DULY PON BUNHONOKD 1N SULAHKNT AH OF THR UATE OF SEARUNE.
YOU HAY OUTALIT A PIIHTUUT OF SUBGMISNT AKD HORIUDINENT DUNHUNSBS AT VG 8 LOUATIONS

91 Cunmbars 8tr. Natnfluoe, o) Goutre Sir. Hanhatlnn Halp Sontor oo~

Uroukiynitaip Conbar, 210 darelexcn Hte. 9 floory Nronx Rajp Uanter, 1200 WL E Enualr Ldge Rond “

Qouns llodp Cantar, U9-61 16Ind BLr., Inaalen HY: Akaten Lalnmd Halp Uontnr, J30 4L, Rarkn P, Jrd Floo
{ Inforwatton Phone 212 700-7900 N TN PYUNBLE HLNK 212 477-4030)

THR TOTAL DUE INCLUDIS: ‘
JUDGMUNT AMOUNT" ...............3 2’ 80 "-9 :
TOWING CHARQES:.......o 00000000 $ 150700 TOWED or $75.00 1IF NOT TOWED -

IMPOUNDMENT: v A3;
MANSIIAL'S PUL 3% of v, G410, 96

TAX ONTOW: .. wrnnsnre$42.38 0186, !‘) ' NOT TOWED
EXPUNSHS: MMLIDMV INQUIRY s

o~

W.A.B.C. TOWING CORP,
WAUC TOW CO, INC., LOCATIN AT, " 71363 WESTCHESTER AVE
— e - BRONX, NY 10459

MUST SHOW MARSHAL'S LY 5% MORMTO LICIC UL VEUICLE,

SOUE: i s A $10.00 (PLUS TAX) PBR DIEM & Li:aGE CHIARGE FOR LACH DAY, T1LY
VLl Lal HOLIING YOUR CAR, ‘112 CHARGH 1S DY CALENUAR DAY: T1HI GARAGHE WILL COLLLECT
A FULL DAY CHARGI FOIRR ANY DAY OR PART OFF A LAY ‘1718 CAIR IS 111D,

You aust tring your duiver's Hiconse and 1eghshintion card when redeembitg your vehicle i docuiment
yui 7 nuthority (o possess the vehicle 1 it Is nol registered (o you. GET A NOTARIZED LETTER FROM Till
RUGISTERED OWNKER GIVING YOU PERMISSION TO PICK U UIN You smoy obinin i iclease (o semuve
PERSONAL properly frenn the impounded veliicle only with proper 1D, Propesty th belungs to suimeone else st
have sales reeeipt of apoprisie docmentation. Vehicle must bo cursently registered vr must be TOWED ol liom

the ginage.-
b YOUR VEIICLE CAM U SOLD AT PUBLIC AUCTION UNLESS REDEEMED WIHHIN to DAY S

DALANCI O\WED ON JUDGMENT REMAINS DUL
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