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51/ 182. Convention on Biological Dversity

The Ceneral Assenbly,

Reaffirming its resolutions 49/117 of 19 Decenber 1994 and 50/ 111 of 20
Decenmber 1995 on the Convention on Biological Diversity and 49/ 119 of 19
Decenmber 1994 on the International Day for Biological Diversity,

Recal ling the provisions of the Convention on Biological Diversity,!

Recalling al so Agenda 21,2 particularly its chapter 15 on the
conservation of biological diversity, and related chapters,

Recal ling further the recommendati ons nmade at the third session of the
Conmi ssi on on Sustai nabl e Devel opnent on the review of chapter 15 of Agenda 21
on the conservation of biological diversity,?3

! See United Nations Environnent Programme, Convention on Biologica
Diversity (Environnental Law and Institution Programme Activity Centre),
June 1992.

2 Report of the United Nations Conference on Environnent and Devel opnent,

Ri o de Janeiro, 3-14 June 1992 (A/ CONF.151/26/Rev.1 (Vol. 1 and Vol. I/Corr. 1,
Vol . Il, Vol. Ill and Vol. 111/Corr.1)) (United Nations publication, Sales
No. E.93.1.8 and corrigenda), vol. |I: Resolutions Adopted by the Conference,
resolution 1, annex 11

3 See Oficial Records of the Economic and Social Council, 1995,
Suppl emrent No. 12 (E/1995/32), chap. |, para. 230 (L).
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Deeply concerned by the continued | oss of the world' s biol ogica
diversity and, on the basis of the provisions of the Convention, reaffirmng
the conmtment to the conservation of biological diversity, the sustainable
use of its conponents, and the fair and equitable sharing of benefits arising
out of the utilization of genetic resources,

Enphasi zi ng that the Convention is an inportant instrument for achieving
sust ai nabl e devel opnent, taking into account its three objectives,

Noting with satisfaction that nost States and one regi onal economc
i ntegration organi zation have ratified or acceded to the Conventi on,

Taking note with appreciation of the generous offer of the Governnent of
Argentina to host the third neeting of the Conference of the Parties to the
Convention at Buenos Aires from4 to 15 Novenber 1996,

Encour aged by the work carried out to date under the Convention

1. Wl cones the results of the second neeting of the Conference of
the Parties to the Convention on Biological Dversity, held at Jakarta from6
to 17 Novenber 1995, as reflected in the report of the neeting,* subnmtted in
accordance with resolution 50/111, and in that context reaffirnms the need to
take concrete action to fulfil the three objectives of the Convention, and
takes note of the Jakarta Mandate on the Conservation and Sustainable Use of
Marine and Coastal Biological Diversity,® which proposes a franework for
gl obal acti on;

2. Takes note of the results of the second neeting of the
Convention's Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technol ogi ca
Advi ce, held at the seat of the secretariat of the Convention at Mntreal,
Canada, from2 to 6 Septenmber 1996, and of the work carried out at the first
nmeeting of the Open-ended Ad Hoc Wirking Group on Biosafety, held at Aarhus
Denmark, from 22 to 26 July 1996

3. Encour ages those States that have not yet ratified the Convention
to do so;
4. Recogni zes that States Parties have agreed to provide financi al

resources for the inplenentation of the Convention in accordance with article
20, paragraphs 1 and 2, of the Convention

5. Invites the Executive Secretary of the Convention to provide to
the General Assenbly at its special session in 1997, inter alia, information
on experience gai ned under the Convention to date and on effective
arrangenents for the coordination of activities related to the objectives of
t he Conventi on;

6. Wl cones the work being carried out under the Convention to
enhance cooperation with the Conm ssion on Sustai nabl e Devel opnment and
bi odi versity-rel ated conventions, and invites the Conference of the Parties to
the Convention to take into account the outcone of the 1997 special session at

4 See A/51/312.

51bid., annex Il, decision |1/10.
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its fourth nmeeting, when considering ways of pronoting greater cooperation
with the United Nations systemand the international community in relation to
activities relevant to the objectives of the Convention

7. Invites the Executive Secretary of the Convention on Biol ogica
Diversity to report to the General Assenbly at its fifty-second session and,
pendi ng the outconme of the 1997 special session, to report to the Assenbly on
the results of future neetings of the Conference of the Parties to the
Conventi on;

8. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its fifty-second
session a sub-itementitled "Convention on Biological Dversity".

86th plenary neeting

16 Decenber 1996



