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LETTER DATED 25 MARCH 1997 FROM THE CHARGE D AFFAI RES A. .
OF THE PERMANENT M SSI ON OF ARMVENI A TO THE UNI TED NATI ONS
ADDRESSED TO THE PRESI DENT OF THE SECURI TY COUNCI L

| have the honour to forward to you herewith enclosed the text of a
statenent issued today, 25 March 1997, by the Mnistry of Foreign Affairs of the
Republic of Arnmenia.

| should be grateful if you would circulate the statement as a docunent of
the Security Council.

(Signed) Movses ABELI AN
Chargé d' affaires a.i.
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Annex

Statenent issued on 25 March 1997 by the Mnistry of
Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Arnenia

In response to the appeal by the Co-Chairmen of the Mnsk Goup and as a
sign of Armenia's constructive position, Arnenia has unilaterally decided to
rel ease all the Azeri prisoners in Arnmenia, as docunmented by the Internationa
Committee of the Red Cross. Wth this act Armenia once again reiterates its
commitment to the full and unconditional release of all prisoners, in adherence
to the "all-for-all" principle.

To organi ze the rel ease and the transfer of the prisoners, the Mnistry of
the Interior and National Security has already contacted and begun to cooperate
with the representatives of the Red Cross.

In maki ng this decision, Arnmenia has been guided by the awareness of the
need to denonstrate goodwi Il on the eve of the resunption of the negotiations,
and by the commitnent to a solution based on mutual conprom se.

Armeni a calls on Nagorno Karabagh and Azerbaijan to respond to the
initiative of the Mnsk G oup Co-Chairnmen and release all the prisoners of war
t hat they hol d.

Armenia is convinced that the expression of such resoluteness will create a
favourabl e at nosphere for the negotiations soon to be held in Mscow.



