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| have the honour to draw your attention to the conclusions of the Counci
of the European Union of 24 March 1997 (see annex) regarding the present
situation in Al bania.

| should be grateful if you would have the text of the present letter and
its annex circul ated as a docunent of the Security Counci l

(Signed) J. BERTELI NG
Chargé d' affaires a.i
Deputy Pernmanent Representative
of the Netherlands to
the United Nations
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Annex
Al bania: Conclusions of the Council of the European Union
at its neeting in Brussels on 24 March 1997
1. The Council had an in-depth exchange of views on the situation in Al bania
on the basis of the report of the European Union mission that visited Al bania
from17 to 19 March. It expressed appreciation for the mssion's work and

di scussed further steps to be taken

2. The Council reaffirned the determ nation of the European Union to play the
maj or role which was its responsibility in helping Albania to return to
political stability and restore internal security, as well as in providing
humani tari an assi stance and in working with the international financia
institutions on support for w der economic reforns.

3. Recogni zing that Albania is a nenber of the Organization for Security and
Cooperation in Europe (OSCE), it noted also that many OSCE countries not nenbers
of the European Union have inportant roles to play and that OSCE has specia
experience and authority in a nunber of fields, notably in pronoting a
denocratic process as well as supervising and nmonitoring elections. The Counci
accordingly expressed its support for the efforts undertaken by the current
Chai rman of OSCE, in particular concerning the mssion entrusted to former
Austrian Chancell or Vranitzky, which deserved to be supported and further
strengt hened. The Council decided that the European Union woul d cooperate
within the coordinating framework of OSCE. It |ooked to the Council of Europe
and other international organizations to play their part also within this
framework in their respective areas of conpetence

4. In this context the Council addressed the question of aid to Albania in the
areas of hunmanitarian, econom c and financial assistance, security and the
preparation of future elections.

5. The Council decided to take the initiative of setting up an Advisory

M ssion to Albania within the framework of paragraph 3, to advise on

hurmani tari an, economic, political and security-related devel opnments. |t would
al so assess the need for and feasibility of further assistance, taking account
of the security situation and bearing in mnd the particular problemof illega
m grants.

6. In order to prepare the ground for the Advisory M ssion, the Counci

deci ded to dispatch an advance team w thout delay. This advance team to which,
in the spirit of paragraph 3, representatives of other internationa

organi zati ons woul d be invited, would make recomendati ons on the conposition of
the Advisory Mssion and facilitate the arrival of humanitarian assistance.

7. The Council noted the need for humanitarian aid, and wel comed the intention
of the European Comm ssion's Humanitarian Office to respond generously to the
i mredi ate needs and to supply food and nedicines. |t also noted that further

hurmani tari an assi stance woul d be avail abl e by pre-positioning foodstocks as soon
as security conditions allowed. It recalled the possibility of financing, under
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the Humanitarian Aid Regul ation, efforts to ensure that aid would be accessible
to those for whomit was intended.

8. The Council noted the Commission's intention to focus future PHARE
assistance on areas directly related to the relaunching of econom ¢ activity and
the reformof public adm nistration and of the nedia; and that financial support
woul d have to be subject to close coordination with the international financial
institutions.

9. The Council stressed that econom ¢ and financial support would al so be
subject to the re-establishment of the necessary secure environnent.

10. The Council considered it inmportant to assist Al bania in the
re-establishnent of a viable police force and decided that the European Union
woul d support this process through the appropriate nmeasures, such as training.
The Council al so underlined the inportance of assisting this process through
appropriate nmonitoring and considered that the European Community Monitoring
M ssion could make a contribution to this effort.

11. G ven present conditions of security in Al bania, the Council welconed the
ongoi ng efforts of certain nenber States to assenble, at the request of the
Governnent of Al bania, a nmultinational protection force under the appropriate
international aegis to help create a secure environment for the safe provision
of international assistance.

12. The Council asked the appropriate Council instances to prepare a joint
action for the Advisory Mssion referred to in paragraph 5.



