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Trade and environnental matters

Not e by the Secretary-Genera

Addendum

Message fromthe Comm ssion on Trade in Goods and
Services, and Commodities to the fifth session of
the Conmm ssion on Sustai nabl e Devel opnent

The UNCTAD Conmi ssion on Trade in Goods and Services, and Commodities, at
the second part of its first session, held in Geneva from19 to
21 February 1997, welconed the first five-year review of progress achieved in
the inpl enentati on of Agenda 21, to be carried out by the Comm ssion on
Sust ai nabl e Devel oprent at its fifth session and the General Assenbly at its
speci al session in 1997. CGovernnents have taken steps to anchor the concept of
sust ai nabl e devel opnent and Agenda 21 followup activities firmy in the work
programme of UNCTAD.

The Conm ssion considered that the conclusion of the Uruguay Round of
nmul tilateral trade negotiations has furthered the process of trade
i beralization, opening new opportunities for sustainable devel opnent and
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growm h. However, marginalization remains a risk for devel opi ng countries,
especially the | east devel oped countries, and could hanper their benefiting from
resources that trade may generate for enhanci ng sustai nabl e devel opnent.

The Conmi ssion recalled the strong commtnent at the United Nations
Conference on Environnment and Devel opnent to a gl obal partnership for
sust ai nabl e devel opment, and reiterated the high priority attached by UNCTAD to
the accel eration of devel opment that is environnmentally sound and sust ai nabl e.
The Conm ssion stressed the urgent need for renewed efforts at both the nationa
and international levels to make trade and environmental policies mutually
supportive and, nore generally, to pronote sustainabl e devel opnent, including by
desi gning and i npl enenting positive neasures and by providing effective econonic
i ncentives.

As requested by the Conference, UNCTAD has actively sought to play
effectively its special role in pronbting the integration of trade, environnent
and devel opnent. UNCTAD has in particular taken appropriate steps to inplenent
t he recommendati ons of the Comm ssion on Sustainabl e Devel opment, in particul ar
by endorsing at the ninth session of UNCTAD the work that the Comm ssion, at its
fourth session, proposed for UNCTAD.

UNCTAD | ooks forward to a substantive outconme of the special session of the
General Assenbly. As the focal point within the United Nations for dealing with
trade and rel ated issues of devel opment and as the task nmanager on trade,
envi ronnent and sust ai nabl e devel opnent, UNCTAD stands ready to neet the
chal l enges of a revitalized agenda on trade and sustai nabl e devel oprent.



