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of the Permanent M ssion of Israel to the United Nations
addressed to the Secretary-CGenera

| would like to draw your attention to a grave act of terrorismthat was
perpetrated today in Israel by a Palestinian terrorist.

At 1.30 p.m Israel time today, at a café in the heart of Tel Aviv, a

sui ci de bonber detonated a charge he was carrying, killing hinself and the
people in his imrediate vicinity. Three wonen are dead as a result of the
attack, in which nore than 40 others - including children - were wounded.

The terrorist organizati on Hamas has clainmed responsibility for the attack

A few days ago, Israeli security services warned of immnent terrorist
attacks, saying that the release by the Pal estinian Authority of several Hanas
terrorists, including nurderers, involved in attacks on Israelis, together with
various incendiary statenents made by Pal estini an exponents, were being
interpreted by terrorist organizations as giving a "green light" for the
execution of terrorist attacks on Israel. Palestinian officials made no effort
to counter that interpretation. The Palestinian |eadership, therefore, bears
the overriding responsibility for today's tragedy.

Addi tionally, the convening of the Security Council, the General Assenbly
and other international forunms in which, tine and again, |srael has been
| anbast ed, contributed to an atnosphere that was further interpreted by
terrorist organi zati ons as conduci ve to operations agai nst |srael

| brahi m Makdana, the chief of the Hamas organi zation's secret mlitary

wi ng, who was anong those rel eased recently by the Pal estinian Authority,
addressed a mass rally in Khan Younis today. Makdama told the assenbl ed throng:
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"Jerusalemw |l not be liberated through negotiations, denonstrations,
or rallies, but rather through continuous jihad [holy war], and we wll
continue on the path of jihad. W should not have nercy on our enem es;
our people have an obligation to chase them whether they live in Tel Aviv
or in Latin Arerica. W wll nmake Netanyahu curse the day he was born and
hope that Jerusalemwi ||l be swallowed by the sea."”

Israel remains firmy convinced that Chairnan Yasser Arafat has ful
control of the situation in the Palestinian self-rule areas, in which Hamas and
ot her |ike-m nded organi zations are based. The Pal estinian | eadership has
failed to nake adequate efforts to prevent the activity of terrorist
organi zations devoted to attacks on Israel

Israel calls upon the international comunity to condemm unequivocally this
act of terrorismand to dedicate all its efforts to the eradication of the
pl ague of terrorism

| should be grateful if you would have the present letter circulated as an
of ficial document of the fifty-first session of the General Assenbly, under
agenda itenms 33 and 151, and of the Security Council

(Signed) David PELEG
Anmbassador
Chargé d' affaires a.i



