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Letter dated 7 March 1997 fromthe Pernanent Representative
of the Netherlands to the United Nations addressed to the
Secretary-Genera

I have the honour to draw your attention to the statenent issued on
3 March 1997 by the Presidency of the European Union on Karen refugees.

| should be grateful if you would have the text of this letter and its
annex circul ated as a docunment of the General Assenbly, under item 109 of the
prelimnary list.

(Signed) N H BIEGVAN
Per manent Representative of the
Net herl ands to the United Nations
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ANNEX
[Oiginal: English and French]

Statenent i ssued on 3 March 1997 by the Presidency of
the European Union on Karen refugees

The European Uni on expresses its concern about renewed violent conflict on
the Myanmar side of the Thai/Manmar border. The present situation seriously
affects the civilian population. It urges the parties involved to exercise
maxi mumrestraint and to seek non-violent neans to resolve their dispute.

As a result of the conflict |arge nunbers of refugees have again been
crossing the border into Thailand. The European Union appreciates the fact that
t he Royal Thai Covernment has been providing assistance to refugee popul ations
onits territory for many years, in fulfilment of its humanitarian obligations
Wth regard to the new influx of refugees from Myanmar the European Union urges
the Governnent of Thailand to apply internationally recognized norns and
standards relating to the treatnment of refugees. The European Union trusts that
Thailand will allow all civilians seeking refuge on its territory to stay thee
until the underlying causes of their flight have been renoved, and to provide
t hem t he necessary protection.



