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Australia*, Canada* and New Zeal and*: draft resolution

Mai nstream ng a gender perspective into all policies
and programres in the United Nations system

The Comm ssion on the Status of Wnen,

Recal ling General Assenbly resolution 50/203 of 22 Decenber 1995 and 51/69
of 12 Decenber 1996,

Recal I i ng Economic and Social Council resolution 1996/6, in which the
Counci| decided that the Conmi ssion on the Status of Wnen would have a
catalytic role in mainstream ng a gender perspective in policies and progranmes
and woul d identify issues where United Nations systemw de coordi nati on needed
to be inmproved in order to assist the Council in its coordination function,

Enphasi zi ng the need for full inplenmentation of the systemw de nmediumterm
pl an for the advancenent of wonen, 1996-2001,

Wl comi ng the note by the Secretary-CGeneral on agreed concl usions 1996/ 1
adopted by the Econom c and Social Council on coordination of United Nations
systemactivities for poverty eradication,! in particular its enphasis on the

* | n accordance with rule 69 of the rules of procedure of the functional
conmi ssi ons of the Economic and Social Council.
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mai nstream ng of a gender perspective in United Nations activities for poverty
eradi cati on,

Havi ng consi dered the question of mainstream ng in organi zations of the
United Nations systemand the statement in the report of the Secretary-Genera
that comrents fromthe Comm ssion on the Status of Wnen on mai nstream ng woul d
provi de valuable input into the preparation of the report requested for the
Economi ¢ and Social Council at its coordination segnent in 1997,°?

1. Reaffirnms that mainstream ng a gender perspective is integral to the
enpower nent of wonen and to achi eving gender equality;

2. Wl cones the reports of the Secretary-General on the followup to the
Fourth World Conference on Wonen, ®* which underscore the inportance of
i npl enenting the commitnents to mainstream a gender perspective by translating
the concept into practical action and, in this regard, notes the steps involved
in mai nstream ng a gender perspective into progranmm ng and policy-making; 4

3. Al so wel cones the efforts to increase cooperation between the Division
for the Advancement of Wonen and other parts of the United Nations systemin
such areas as peacekeepi ng and humanitarian affairs and the results already
achieved with respect to the Comm ssion on Sustainabl e Devel opnent and the
speci al session of the General Assenbly to review and appraise the
i npl enent ati on of Agenda 21, as well as the United Nations Conference on Human
Settlements (Habitat 11) and the Wrld Food Summ t;

4. Wl cones the initial sessions of the Inter-Agency Comittee on Wrnen
and Gender Equality and the inmportance of its work in regularly nmonitoring
progress made in incorporating a gender perspective in institutional structures,
policies and programm ng and in integrated Conference foll ow up;

5. Stresses that particular attention should be paid to the need to
i ntensify cooperation and coordination efforts to ensure that the equal status
and human rights of all wonmen and the girl child are integrated in United
Nati ons systemw de activities, as well as to the neans of achieving this, as
noted in Conm ssion on the Status of Wnen resolution 40/3 and Conmi ssion on
Human Rights resolution 1996/48 in particular, and in view of the critical areas
of concern to be discussed by the Conm ssion on the Status of Winen at its
forty-second session, the need to ensure that the reports of the Specia
Rapporteur on viol ence agai nst wonen, its causes and consequences are brought to
the attention of the Comm ssion on the Status of Wnen;

6. Reiterates the inportance of inter-secretariat |inkages such as the
joint work plan of the Division for the Advancenent of Wnen and the Centre for

2 E/CN. 6/1997/2, para. 15.
3 A/51/322 and E/CN. 6/1997/ 2.

4 See A/51/322, para. 14.
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Human Rights and the need for this plan to be considered fully by the Comm ssion
on Human Ri ghts;

7. Stresses the need for steps to be taken to integrate a gender
perspective into human rights activities and programes, bearing in mnd the
gui delines contained in the report of the expert group neeting on the
devel opnent of guidelines for the integration of a gender perspective into human
rights activities and programes, ® including reporting under international human
rights instrunents and nechanisns and in the preparations for the five-year
revi ew of the Vienna Declaration and Progranme of Action® and the commenoration
of the fiftieth anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights;’

8. Requests the Secretariat, in the context of its review of the system
wi de nediumtermplan for the advancenent of wonmen in 1998, to give specific
attention to mainstream ng

9. Recalls that the Committee for Programme and Coordination agreed to
ensure, in its exam nation of the mediumtermplan for the period 1998-2001
that the mainstream ng of a gender perspective was reflected in the individua
programes of the nediumterm plan;?

10. Enphasizes that the inplementation of the Platformfor Action requires
t he mai nstream ng of a gender perspective into all policies and progranmes in
the United Nations system and in this regard notes with appreciation the
conclusion of the Inter-Agency Conmttee that nainstreamng is a responsibility
of the United Nations systemas a whole and of all staff in all policy and
programe areas and in decision-making;

11. Encourages the Econom c and Social Council:

(a) To assess the achi evenents nade and obstacl es encountered in
mai nst ream ng a gender perspective at the intergovernnmental |evel, including the
Ceneral Assenbly, the Econom c and Social Council, the regional comm ssions and
the functional conm ssions, in the United Nations system including the
Secretariat, and in all operational activities, including at the field |evel

(b) To suggest practical tools and net hodol ogies for nmonitoring regularly
progress in nainstream ng, especially at senior levels, through, inter alia,
performance indicators, mechanisns for accountability, inpact analysis and
identification of best practices;

5 E/CN. 4/ 1996/ 105, annex.

6 Report of the Wirld Conference on Human Ri ghts, Vienna, 14-25 June 1993
(A CONF. 157/ 24 (Part 1)), chap. 111I.

" General Assenbly resolution 217 A (II1).

8 A/G1/16 (Part 1), para. 167
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(c) To stress the inportance of strengthening expertise on gender issues
generally and in specialized areas, through assessment of the inpact of
trai ni ng;

(d) To stress the need to draw on the consi derabl e experi ence and
expertise which exists within the Division for the Advancenent of Wnen and
ot her gender units/focal points to provide advice and encourage efforts to
devel op and enhance cooperation and |inkages between these units and other parts
of the system including within the Inter-Agency Commttee, in order to broaden
responsibility for the inplenentati on of mai nstrean ng

(e) To call upon United Nations departnents and bodies, in the context of
preparation of the programe budget for the period 1998-1999, to nmai nstream
gender perspectives into their progranmes in line with the recommendati ons of
the Platformfor Action, and to identify clearly those activities that are
necessary to achi eve that objective;

(f) To call for sufficient human and financial resources within the
regul ar budget of the United Nations, including resources for the D vision for
t he Advancenment of Wormen, in order to carry out all tasks foreseen in the
Platformfor Action, as requested by the General Assenbly in its resolution
50/ 203;

12. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral to report on the inplenentation of the
present resol ution.



