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Traffic in wonen and qgirls

The Comm ssion on the Status of Wnen,

Reaffirmng its faith in fundanmental human rights, in the dignity and worth
of the human person and in the equal rights of nmen and wonen, enshrined in the
Charter of the United Nations, as well as the principles set forth in the
Uni versal Declaration of Human Rights,! the Convention on the Elimnation of All
Fornms of Discrimnation agai nst Wnen, 2 the International Covenants on Hunan
Ri ghts,® the Convention against Torture and Gt her Cruel, |nhuman or Degradi ng
Treat nent or Punishnment,* the Convention for the Suppression of the Traffic in
Persons and of the Exploitation of the Prostitution of Others,® the Convention

* | n accordance with rule 69 of the rules of procedure of the functional
conmi ssi ons of the Economic and Social Council.

! General Assenbly resolution 217 A (111).

2 General Assenbly resol ution 34/180, annex.

3 General Assenbly resolution 2200 A (XXI), annex.
4 General Assenbly resolution 39/46, annex.

5 General Assenbly resolution 317 (1V).
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on the Rights of the Child® and the
Decl aration on the Elimination of Violence agai nst Wnen, ’

Recalling its resolution 40/4 of 22 March 1996, General Assenbly resolution
51/ 66 of 12 Decenber 1996 and the Conm ssion on Human Rights resol ution 1996/ 24
of 19 April 1996, as well as all previous resolutions adopted by these three
bodi es on the subject of traffic in wonen and girls,

Recal ling also and concurring with the conclusions of and recommendati ons
made by recent international conferences on the human rights of wonen and girl
children, in particular with respect to the violation of those rights through
sexual and economic exploitation for the profit of recruiters, traffickers and
crime syndicates, as well as other illegal activities related to trafficking,
such as forced donestic |abour, false marriages, child marriages, clandestine
enpl oynment and fal se adopti on,

Recal ling further the Progranme of Action of the International Conference
on Popul ation and Devel opnent,® which, inter alia, called upon all Governnents
to prevent all international trafficking in mgrants, especially for the purpose
of prostitution, and for the adoption by Governnments of both receiving countries
and countries of origin of effective sanctions agai nst those who organize
undocunent ed migration, exploit undocunented migrants or engage in trafficking
i n undocunented mgrants, especially those who engage in any form of
international trafficking in wonen and girl children

Acknowl edgi ng that the problemof trafficking also victinzes young boys,

Wl com ng the convening of the Wrld Congress agai nst Conmerci al Sexua
Expl oitation of Children at Stockhol mfrom 27 to 31 August 1996° and ot her
conferences on trafficking in wonmen and children for sexual exploitation,

Noting with satisfaction the commenoration of the International Day for the
Abolition of Slavery on 6 Decenmber 1996 at a plenary neeting of the Cenera
Assenbly devoted to the discussion of the problemof trafficking in human
persons, with the participation of a victimof trafficking,

Realizing the urgent need for the adoption of effective nmeasures at the
nati onal, regional and international levels to protect wonen and girl children
fromthis nefarious traffic,

5 General Assenbly resolution 44/25, annex.
" General Assenbly resolution 48/ 104.

8 Report of the International Conference on Popul ati on and Devel opnent,
Cairo, 5-13 Septenber 1994 (United Nations publication, Sales No. E. 95 .X11.18),
chap. I, resolution 1, annex.

° See A/51/385.



E/ CN. 6/ 1997/L. 11
Engl i sh
Page 3

Recogni zing that trafficking in wonen and girl children is inseparable from
other forns of sexual exploitation, including sex tourism pornography, bride
mar ket s and prostitution,

1. Expresses serious concern about the unabating traffic in wonmen and
girl children and the m suse of advanced information technol ogy for pornography
and trafficking purposes;

2. Calls for the acceleration of the inplenmentation of the Platformfor
Action of the Fourth Wirld Conference of Wnen by Governnents of countries of
origin, transit and destination and regional and international organizations, as
appropriate, by:

(a) Considering the ratification and enforcenent of internationa
conventions of trafficking in persons and on sl avery;

(b) Taking appropriate neasures to address the root factors, including
external forces, that encourage trafficking in women and girls for prostitution
and other fornms of commercialized sex, forced marriages and forced | abour in
order to elimnate trafficking in wonen, including by strengthening existing
legislation with a view to providing better protection of the rights of wonen
and girls and to punish the perpetrators, including customers, through both
crimnal and civil measures;

(c) Stepping up cooperation and concerted action by all relevant |aw
enforcenent authorities and institutions with a view to dismantling national
regional and international networks in trafficking;

(d) Allocating resources to provide conprehensive programes designed to
heal and rehabilitate into society victins of trafficking, including through job
training and the provision of |egal assistance and confidential health care, as
wel | as by taking measures to cooperate with non-governnmental organizations to
provide for the social, nedical and psychol ogical care of the victinms of
trafficking;

(e) Devel oping educational and training programes and policies and
consi dering enacting legislation ained at preventing sex tourism and
trafficking, and all fornms of sexual exploitation, giving special enphasis to
the protection of young wonen and chil dren

3. Cal Il s upon Governnments to take all appropriate neasures, including
| egislation, to suppress all forms of traffic in wonmen and exploitation of the
prostitution of wonen;

4. Encour ages CGovernments, relevant organizations and bodi es of the
United Nations system intergovernnental organizations and non-gover nnment al
organi zations to cooperate with one another so as to facilitate the devel opnent
of anti-trafficking neasures and to encourage w der public awareness of the
pr obl em

5. Calls upon all Governments to take appropriate nmeasures to prevent
m suse and exploitation by traffickers of such econom c activities as the
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devel opnent of tourismand the export of |abour and the use of information
t echnol ogy, including cyberspace;

6. Encour ages the Special Rapporteur of the Comm ssion on Human Ri ghts on
vi ol ence agai nst wonen and t he Special Rapporteur of the Comm ssion on Human
Rights on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography, as
wel | as the Wirking Group on Contenporary Forns of Slavery of the Subcomm ssion
on Prevention of Discrimnation and Protection of Mnorities, to continue to pay
special attention to the problemof trafficking in wonen and girl children, and
to submt a report thereon to the Commi ssion on the Status of Wnen at its
forty-second session;

7. Encour ages the Commission on Crine Prevention and Criminal Justice to
continue to consider the problemof trafficking in human persons in the context
of its discussion on the question of organized transnational crine;

8. Wl cones the proposal contained in General Assenbly resolution 51/120
of 12 Decenber 1996 for the el aboration of an international convention agai nst
organi zed transnational crine;

9. Supports the work of the working group of the Conmm ssion on Human
Rights on the el aboration of a draft optional protocol to the Convention on the
Rights of the Child on the sale of children, child prostitution and child
por nogr aphy, and expresses the hope that the working group will make further
progress prior to the fifty-third session of the Commi ssion with a viewto
finalizing this work;

10. Encourages the holding of an international conference on trafficking
and all forms of sexual exploitation

11. Decides to remain seized of this matter and to examine at its forty-
second session the reports of the Special Rapporteurs and rel evant organizations
and bodies, with a view to nmaking appropriate recomendati ons to the Genera
Assenbly at its fifty-second session through the Econom c and Soci al Council at
its substantive session of 1997



