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Moderator's summary of the panel discussion and di al ogue
on wonen and the environnent

1. The Beijing Platformfor Action! underlined that "sustainable devel opnent
will be an elusive goal unless wonmen's contribution to environmental nanagenent
is recogni zed and supported”. It called upon Governnents and all other actors

to pronote an active and visible policy of mainstream ng a gender perspective in
all policies and progranmmes and to ensure the necessary political and econom c
enpower nent of wonen to enable themto participate fully along with nen in
environnental protection and conservation of natural resources.

Mai nstream ng a gender perspective in policies and progranmes for sustainable
devel opnent _and in the inplenentation of Agenda 21

2. A holistic approach to sustainabl e devel opnent was crucial. Sustainable
devel opnent coul d not be achi eved wi thout sol ving environnental problens, and
envi ronnent al probl ens needed to be dealt with in the context of w der issues of
human rights, gender and social equality, fair distribution of resources, and
enpower nent of peopl e.

3. Agreenents reached at the recent United Nations conferences and summits

represented an evol vi ng understandi ng of the Iinks between gender, environnent,
popul ati on, and econonic and soci al devel opment. A cross-sectoral approach was
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critical for addressing crucial interrelationships for achieving sustainable
devel opnent. A further challenge was to infuse the devel opnent agenda with a
human ri ghts perspective.

4. The United Nations Conference on Environnment and Devel opnent had
represented a breakthrough in environnmental awareness, including the draw ng of
attention to the inportant role wonmen play in sustainable devel opnment. The

subj ect of the inclusion of wonen as a major group in Agenda 212 needed,

however, to be revisited in |light of subsequent international agreements. The
concept of women as a special group had been rejected at Vienna, Cairo and
Beijing in favour of mainstream ng a gender perspective into all aspects of

devel opnent. The series of global United Nations conferences following the Rio
Conference had reflected this inportant shift away fromwonmen as a special group
to wonen as key actors in all sectors of sustainable devel opnment.

5. The speci al session of the General Assenbly to review the inplenmentation of
Agenda 21 should take the results of other conferences fully into account and
shoul d enpl oy a gender perspective in assessing the inplenentation in all
sectors.

6. The inportance of integrating a gender perspective in all policies and
programes was enphasi zed, including creating awareness of the inpact of various
pol i cy neasures and progranmmes for sustainabl e devel opnment on wonen as well as
nmen.

7. The focus on wonmen's enpowernent and participation in decision-naking for
sust ai nabl e devel opment shoul d not divert attention fromthe inportance of
shared responsibility of both wonmen and nen, and the inclusion of wonmen in
deci si on- maki ng shoul d not be seen as a sufficient response to the need for
nmai nstream ng a gender perspective in policies and progranmes.

8. The inportance of capacity-building, both internationally and nationally,
for gender mainstream ng in sustainable devel opnent was noted. 1In this
connection, training and advocacy campaigns were cited as effective tools for

i nprovi ng both gender and environmental awareness. Gender sensitivity training
shoul d be introduced across all the agencies working in planning for sustainable
devel opnent .

9. Legi slation at the national |evel should be brought into conformty with
international commtnents and treaty obligations, including, for exanple, the
Convention on the Elimnation of All Forns of Discrinination against Wnen. 3

10. Resources for gender mainstreamng were too often taken fromthe limted
funds available to wonmen's mnistries or offices. Part of nainstream ng woul d
be to ensure that resources for bringing wonen into sustainabl e devel opnent were
all ocated fromthe budgets of other sectors and to ensure that these resources
hel ped to integrate wonen-targeted projects into wider efforts for sustainable
devel opnent.
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Wnen's participation in decision-making for sustainable devel opnent

11. The rel ationship between wonen and the environnent should be considered in
light of the shift in focus fromwonmen as either victins or preservers of the
environnent, to enpowernent of wonen both economically and politically. In view
of the fact that wonen are not a honobgeneous group, such factors as age,

soci 0-econom ¢ status and race should al so be taken into account.

12. The participation of civil society, wonen and nmen had proved to be
essential for sustainable devel opnent. The reliance on top-down structures and
deci si on-maki ng and the creation of nega-structures often prevented
participation by |ocal comunities and other actors in civil society in averting
negative environnental inpacts. Notwi thstanding the cautioning that nerely

i ncreasi ng the nunber of women in decision-maki ng had not necessarily led to
gender nainstream ng and better policies for sustainable devel opnent, evidence
was noted that the participation of wonen and wonen's groups at the community

I evel had a positive inpact. The creation of a critical mass of wormen deci sion
nmakers had proved to be an effective strategy for bringing about change in
organi zational cultures and policies. Structures and approaches that pronoted
efficient cooperation between the public and private sectors and between wonen
and nmen in partnership had al so been successful

13. One of the ways to increase wonen's participation in decision-nmaking for
sust ai nabl e devel opment was to provide wonen with access to education and
training in science and technol ogy.

14. The inportance of alliance-building and networking anong those wormen who
were in decision-nmaking positions was underlined.

15. Wonen at the local |evel often have specialized know edge, traditions and
interests that make themefficient managers of natural resources. However, this
did not automatically put themin position to take critical decisions, given
their often subordinate position in the household and the community. Their

i nput into decisions on community resource managenent needed to be ensured
through formal arrangenents. Particular attention should be given to wonen in
the agricultural sector where access to training, |and and productive resources
woul d facilitate their participation in decision-naking for sustainable

devel opnent .

Assessing the relationshi p between wonen and the environnent and the inpact of
environnental factors on wonen

16. In identifying or devel opi ng technol ogi cal solutions for environmenta
problenms, it was considered essential to ensure that those solutions reflected
the needs and interests of both nen and wonen and that they were conpatible with
i ndi genous know edge and local realities. Technol ogies that were inexpensive,
easy to install and to operate, and consistent with the needs of conmunities,

i ncl udi ng worren, had been hi ghly successful. Solar energy was an exanple of a
technol ogy i n whose devel opnent wonen could play a pioneering role. Transfer of
t echnol ogy shoul d pronote capacity-building for both women and nmen and i ncl ude
trai ning for both groups.
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17. 1t was suggested that all devel opnent policies and progranmres shoul d

i ncl ude a gender inpact assessnment along with an environmental inpact
assessment. It was considered inportant to assess in a gender-sensitive way
the inpact of globalization processes, privatization and |iberalization of
trade, industrialization, and export-oriented production in relation to

envi ronnental concerns. The inpact of international and regional trade
agreenents on wonen shoul d be exam ned as wel .

18. The pressing need for research on the inpact of environnmental degradation
on wonen's heal th, including breast cancer and other cancers in fermal es was
poi nt ed out.

19. Information on technol ogies and pollutants should be nade widely avail abl e,
especially to wonmen, so as to assist in the prevention of environnmental damage.

20. The econom ¢ recovery and structural adjustnment programmes of the | ast
decade had necessitated the renmoval of subsidies on sone products, like
liquefied petroleumgas, with definite links to environmental degradation
Concern was expressed about the export of banned pesticides from devel oped to
devel opi ng countries and the environnental inpact on wonmen and men.

21. The lack of gender-di saggregated data, indicators (both qualitative and
quantitative) and research on gender inpacts of environnental policies and
programes was noted. Efforts were needed to collect and inprove data

di saggregated by sex so as to better understand the inpact of environnental
policies and programes on wonen. The |lack of such data should not, however, be
used as a reason to postpone mainstrean ng of a gender perspective into policies
and programes at all |evels.

22. The significant |link between water resources and agriculture, forestry, and
urban devel opment was enphasi zed. The decline of water quality and the

i ncreased denand for clean water were noted. Local communities, especially
wonen, shoul d be given a nore prominent role in water resource planning,

devel opnent and managenent.

Not es
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