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51/ 84. Uni versal realization of the right of
peoples to self-determ nation

The Ceneral Assenbly,

Reaffirm ng the inportance, for the effective guarantee and observance
of human rights, of the universal realization of the right of peoples to self-
determ nation enshrined in the Charter of the United Nations and enbodied in
the International Covenants on Human Rights,! as well as in the Declaration on
the Ganting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples contained in
its resolution 1514 (XV) of 14 Decenber 1960,

Wl com ng the progressive exercise of the right to self-determ nation by
peopl es under colonial, foreign or alien occupation and their energence into
sover ei gn statehood and i ndependence,

Deeply concerned at the continuation of acts or threats of foreign
mlitary intervention and occupation that are threatening to suppress, or have
al ready suppressed, the right to self-determ nation of an increasing nunber of
soverei gn peopl es and nati ons,

Expressing grave concern that, as a consequence of the persistence of
such actions, mllions of people have been and are being uprooted fromtheir
hones as refugees and di spl aced persons, and enphasi zi ng the urgent need for
concerted international action to alleviate their condition

Recalling the relevant resolutions regarding the violation of the right
of peoples to self-determnation and other human rights as a result of foreign

! Resol ution 2200 A (XXI), annex.
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mlitary intervention, aggression and occupati on adopted by the Comm ssion on
Human Rights at its thirty-sixth,? thirty-seventh,® thirty-eighth,* thirty-
ninth,% fortieth,® forty-first,” forty-second,® forty-third,® forty-

fourth,? forty-fifth,! forty-sixth,! forty-seventh,®® forty-eighth,® forty-
ninth,* fiftieth,* fifty-first! and fifty-second!® sessions,

2 See Oficial Records of the Econonic and Social Council, 1980, Suppl enent

No. 3 and corrigendum (E/ 1980/13 and Corr. 1), chap. XXVI, sect. A

3 Ibid., 1981, Supplenent No. 5 and corrigendum (E/ 1981/25 and Corr. 1),
chap. XXVIll, sect. A

4 1bid., 1982, Supplenent No. 2 and corrigendum (E/ 1982/12 and Corr. 1),
chap. XXVI, sect. A

5 Ibid., 1983, Supplenent No. 3 and corrigendum (E/ 1983/ 13 and Corr. 1),
chap. XXVI1, sect. A

® Ibid., 1984, Supplenent No. 4 and corrigendum (E/ 1984/ 14 and Corr. 1),
chap. 11, sect. A

" 1bid., 1985, Supplenment No. 2 (E/ 1985/22), chap. 11, sect. A

8 Ibid., 1986, Supplenment No. 2 (E/ 1986/22), chap. 11, sect. A

° Ibid., 1987, Supplenent No. 5 and corrigenda (E 1987/18 and

Corr.1 and 2), chap. Il, sect. A

0 1 bid., 1988, Supplenent No. 2 and corrigendum (E/ 1988/ 12 and Corr. 1),
chap. I, sect. A

1 1bid., 1989, Supplenent No. 2 (E/ 1989/20), chap. Il, sect. A

2 1bid., 1990, Supplenent No. 2 and corrigendum (E/ 1990/ 22 and Corr. 1),
chap. 11, sect. A

3 |bid., 1991, Supplenment No. 2 (E/1991/22), chap. II, sect. A
¥ Ibid., 1992, Supplenment No. 2 (E/1992/22), chap. II, sect. A
% 1bid., 1993, Supplenent No. 3 (E/1993/23), chap. Il, sect. A

® | bid., 1994, Supplenent No. 4 and corrigendum (E/ 1994/ 24 and Corr. 1),
chap. 11, sect. A

Y7 1bid., 1995, Supplenent No. 3 and corrigenda (E 1995/23 and
Corr.1 and 2), chap. Il, sect. A

8 | bid., 1996, Supplenent No. 3 (E/ 1996/23), chap. Il, sect. A




A RES/ 51/ 84
Page 3

Reaffirmng its resolutions 35/ 35 B of 14 Novenber 1980, 36/10 of
28 COctober 1981, 37/42 of 3 Decenber 1982, 38/16 of 22 Novenmber 1983, 39/18 of
23 Novenber 1984, 40/ 24 of 29 Novenber 1985, 41/100 of 4 Decenber 1986, 42/94
of 7 Decenber 1987, 43/105 of 8 Decenber 1988, 44/80 of 8 Decenber 1989,
45/ 131 of 14 Decenber 1990, 46/88 of 16 Decenber 1991, 47/83 of 16 Decenber
1992, 48/93 of 20 Decenber 1993, 49/148 of 23 Decenber 1994 and 50/ 139 of 21
Decenber 1995,

Taking note of the report of the Secretary-CGeneral on the right of
peopl es to sel f-determ nation,?®

1. Reaffirns that the universal realization of the right of al
peopl es, including those under colonial, foreign and alien dom nation, to
self-determination is a fundanental condition for the effective guarantee and
observance of human rights and for the preservation and pronotion of such
rights;

2. Declares its firmopposition to acts of foreign mlitary
i ntervention, aggression and occupation, since these have resulted in the
suppression of the right of peoples to self-determ nati on and ot her human
rights in certain parts of the world;

3. Calls upon those States responsible to cease inmmediately their
mlitary intervention in and occupation of foreign countries and territories
and all acts of repression, discrimnation, exploitation and naltreatnent,
particularly the brutal and i nhuman nethods reportedly enpl oyed for the
execution of those acts against the peopl es concerned;

4. Depl ores the plight of the mllions of refugees and displ aced
per sons who have been uprooted as a result of the aforenentioned acts, and
reaffirns their right to return to their honmes voluntarily in safety and
honour;

5. Requests the Conm ssion on Human Rights to continue to give
special attention to the violation of human rights, especially the right to
self-determination, resulting fromforeign mlitary intervention, aggression
or occupati on;

6. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral to report on this question to the

Ceneral Assenbly at its fifty-second session under the itementitled "Ri ght of
peopl es to self-determ nation".

82nd plenary neeting

12 Decenber 1996

19 A/ 51/ 414.



