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LETTER DATED 14 MARCH 1997 FROM THE REPRESENTATI VE OF THE

UNI TED STATES OF AVERI CA ON THE ECONOM C AND SCCI AL

COUNCI L AND ON THE COMM TTEE ON RELATI ONS W TH THE HOST

COUNTRY ADDRESSED TO THE CHAI RVAN OF THE COW TTEE ON
RELATI ONS W TH THE HOST COUNTRY

| request that the attached note verbale, No. HC-17-97, sent by the United
States Mssion to the United Nations to all permanent missions to the United
Nations and Secretariat earlier today, be circulated as a docunent of the
Committee on Relations with the Host Country.

(Signed) Victor MARRERO
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ANNEX

Note verbale No. HC17-97 dated 14 March 1997 fromthe
United States Mssion to the United Nati ons addressed
to all permanent mssions and to the Secretariat

The United States Mssion to the United Nations presents it conplinents to
the permanent m ssions to the United Nations and to the United Nations
Secretariat, and has the honour to informthemthat the Gty of New York has
establ i shed a new programme to address the problens of diplomatic parking on
city streets. The Gty has announced that this new programre will enter into
effect on 1 April 1997

The United States Departnent of State recognizes the authority of the Cty
of New York to establish parking regulations within its boundaries. The
Departnent of State has examined the City's new parking programre, and has
concluded that it is consistent with the host country's obligations and
responsibilities to the United Nati ons Organization and to the pernmanent
m ssi ons of Menber States accredited thereto.

The United States M ssion draws the attention of the permanent m ssions and
the United Nations Secretariat to the specific conponents of the new programe:

(a) The new parking progranme applies only to vehicles bearing federa
licence plates in the "D', "A" and "C' series. Vehicles bearing federal |icence
plates in the "S" series remain subject to the parking regulations in place for
vehicles with licence plates issued by the various states of the United States;

(b) The New York City Conmm ssion for the United Nations and Consul ar Corps
will ensure that each permanent mission has in place two all ocated parking
spaces for the mssion itself and one allocated space for the residence of the
per manent representative, provided that the residence is in the Gty of New
Yor k;

(c) The New York City Departnent of Finance will designate a person or an
of fice responsible for reviewing parking tickets issued to diplonmatic vehicles
to ascertain which tickets are valid and which tickets were incorrectly issued
and shoul d therefore be dismssed. Al tickets will be subject to review,

i ncludi ng those tickets normally considered "non-anmenabl e" because they were
issued in response to a violation involving the public health or safety;

(d) The New York Police Departnment will establish a tel ephone "hot |ine"
whi ch the pernmanent missions nmay call to report unauthorized vehicles parked in
their diplomatic parking areas. Such unauthorized vehicles would be subject to
bei ng towed fromthose parking spaces

(e) The City of New York will continue to tow diplomatic vehicles when
those vehicles are parked illegally in a space which presents a hazard to the
public health and safety;
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(f) The New York City Departnent of Finance will provide to each pernmanent
m ssion and to the United Nations Secretariat a nmonthly conputerized report of
any and all parking tickets issued to vehicles with "D'" or "A" series |licence
pl ates registered thereto and which remain outstanding. The New York Regi ona
Ofice of the Ofice of Foreign Mssions and the United States Mssion to the
United Nations will receive copies of those reports. The report will identify
viol ati ons as outstanding for 30, 60 or nore than 120 days;

(g) Each registrant of a vehicle which has received a ticket will be
expected to either pay the fine associated with the ticket or to forward the
ticket to the New York Cty Departnent of Finance with a plea of "not guilty".
A decision concerning the validity of the ticket will then be nade by a
desi gnat ed enpl oyee of the Departnent of Finance. The Departnent of Finance
will further guarantee that a process is in place by which this decision mght
be appeal ed;

(h) If the registrant of a vehicle has not paid a ticket within one year
of its issuance or has otherw se received notice that the ticket has been
di sm ssed, the registrant will be considered "unresponsive". A registrant of a
privately owned vehicle in the "D' series will be considered "unresponsive" wth
regard not only to the vehicle with the outstanding ticket but to all vehicles
regi stered to that individual

(i) The Ofice of Foreign Mssions in New York will notify an
"unresponsi ve" registrant, as defined in the precedi ng paragraph, that the
vehicle or vehicles in question cannot be operated legally until all outstanding
viol ati ons are addressed, either by paynment of the appropriate fine or dismssa
by the Gty of the ticket. The Ofice of Foreign Mssions will further request
that licence plates of the vehicle or vehicles in question be returned until the
"unresponsi ve" registrant has satisfied his or her obligations. Should a
vehicl e of an "unresponsive" registrant be towed for a health or safety
violation, its licence plates will be renmoved and it will not be rel eased for
operation wi thout evidence of valid insurance and current State Departnent
registration. The registrant may have the vehicle towed fromthe inmpoundnent
facility at his or her expense, but the vehicle may not be operated until such
tinme as it is registered in conformty with State Departnent regul ati ons;

(j) Registrants of any vehicle identified by the City of New York as
havi ng recei ved one or nore violations for parking in front of a fire hydrant
during the period from1l January to 1 April 1997 will be notified by the Ofice
of Foreign Mssions of the existence of an outstanding fire hydrant violation
and will be requested to satisfy it. Any registrant so notified who receives
any additional health or safety parking violation upon the commencenent of the
programe w || be considered "unresponsive" at the point where the health or
safety ticket remains outstanding for 30 days or nore, and the provisions
described in the preceding paragraph for "unresponsive" registrants wll be
appl i cabl e.

The United States Mssion will arrange a series of orientation sessions to
explain the various benefits of the new programe as well as the
responsibilities of the permanent nissions and their personnel with regard to
the new parking policy. The permanent missions are invited to tel ephone the
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United States M ssion at (212) 415-4140 to arrange participation in one of the
orientati on sessions.

The United States M ssion stresses that the Cty of New York has determ ned
that its revised parking programme for diplomatic vehicles is necessary to
reduce traffic congestion on the streets of that City; to ensure the public
health and safety by clearing areas in front of police stations, fire stations,
hospitals, fire hydrants, and bus and energency vehicle |anes, and to assure
equal access to parking by all persons who operate notor vehicles in the Cty.
The United States Mssion and the United States Departnent of State request that
the United Nations comunity give the Gty its full support and cooperation in
the pursuit of these worthy goals.

The United States Mssion to the United Nations avails itself of this

opportunity to renew to the permanent mssions to the United Nations and to the
United Nations Secretariat the assurances of its highest consideration.



