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LETTER DATED 12 MARCH 1997 FROM THE PERMANENT REPRESENTATI VE OF
| RAQ TO THE UNI TED NATI ONS ADDRESSED TO THE SECRETARY- GENERAL

On instructions frommy Governnent, | have the honour to informyou of an
i nci dent that took place on 28 February 1997. At 0100 hours on that day a
hel i copter fromUnited States frigate No. 40 overflew the Iraqgi dredger Al -Najaf
at a point inside lragi territorial waters 11 kil ometres sout h-east of
Ras al -Bishah in the Shatt al-Arab and ordered the master of the dredger to drop
anchor. At 0710 hours personnel fromthe United States frigate in question
proceeded to search the dredger, and the search continued until 1020 hours.

| request your intervention with the United States of Anerica with a view
to halting and ensuring that there is no recurrence of these unwarranted acts of
provocation, which are inconpatible with the Charter of the United Nations and
i nternational |aw inasnmuch as they are in flagrant violation of the sovereignty
of a State Menber of the United Nations. |In accordance with the principle of
State responsibility, | also affirmthe legally established right of the
Republic of Iraq to seek conpensation for the danage caused by these viol ations.

| should be grateful if you would have this letter circul ated as a docunent
of the Security Council.

(Signed) N zar HAMDOON
Anbassador
Per manent Representative
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