UNITED
NATIONS E

Economic and Social Council
/y Distr.
LI M TED

E/ CN. 6/ 1997/ WH L. 2
12 March 1997

ORI G NAL: ENGLI SH

COW SSI ON ON THE STATUS OF WOMEN
Open- ended Wrking Goup on the
El aboration of a Draft Optional
Protocol to the Convention on the
Elimnation of Al Forms of
Di scrim nati on agai nst Wnen
10- 21 March 1997
Agenda item 5

CONVENTI ON ON THE ELI M NATI ON OF ALL FORMS OF DI SCRI M NATI ON
AGAI NST WOMEN, | NCLUDI NG THE ELABORATI ON OF A DRAFT OPTI ONAL
PROTOCOL TO THE CONVENTI ON
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1. I n accordance with Economic and Social Council resolution 1995/29 of

24 July 1995, the Open-ended Wrking Goup on the El aboration of a Draft
Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Elimnation of All Forns of

Di scrim nati on agai nst Wnen nmet as an i n-session open-ended wor ki ng group of
the Conmission at its fortieth session. By decision 1996/240 of 22 July 1996,
t he Council renewed the mandate of the W rking Goup so that it m ght continue
its work, and authorized it to neet in parallel with the Commission at its
forty-first session.

2. Ms. Al oisia Wirgetter (Austria) continued as Chairperson of the Wrking
G oup.

3. The Working Group net from 10 to 20 March 1997. It held __ neetings (1st
to ) and a nunber of informal neetings. It had before it the follow ng
docunent s:

(a) Report of the Secretary-General on a conparative sumary of existing

comuni cations and inquiry procedures and practices under international human
rights instruments and under the Charter of the United Nations (E/ CN 6/1997/4);
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(b) Report of the Secretary-General containing the additional views of
Covernnents, intergovernnmental organizations and non-governmental organi zations
on an optional protocol to the Convention (E/ CN. 6/1997/5);

(c) Note by the Secretariat containing a conpilation text prepared by the
Chai r person, based on proposal s made by nenbers of the Open-ended Wrking G oup
at its first session, on views submtted by Governnments and intergovernmenta
and non-governnmental organi zations, and on el enments suggested by the Committee
on the Elimnation of Discrimnation against Wonen (E/ CN. 6/1997/WH L. 1).

4. The Chai rperson opened the nmeeting and made a statenent.

5. At the 1st neeting, on 10 March, the Special Adviser on Gender |ssues and
Advancenent of Wonen, made an introductory statenent.

6. At the sane neeting, the representative of the Conmittee on the Elimnation

of Discrimnation agai nst Wnen nmade a statenent in her capacity as a resource
person, in accordance with Econom ¢ and Social Council decision 1996/ 240.

Ceneral exchange of views

7. At its 1st and 2nd neetings, on 10 and 11 March, the Wirking G oup, at the
invitation of the Chairperson, held a general exchange of views on item 5.

Del egati ons wel comed the text prepared by the Chairperson (E/ CN 6/1997/ WS L. 1),
whi ch was based on the el enents suggested by the Committee on the Elimnination of
Di scrim nati on agai nst Whnen in suggestion No. 7 (A/50/38), on proposals made by
menbers of the open-ended Working Group at its first session (E 1996/ 26

annex I11) and on views expressed by Governnents, intergovernmenta

organi zati ons and non-governnental organizations (E CN. 6/1996/10 and Corr.1 and
Add.1 and 2 and E/CN. 6/1997/5). The Wbrking G oup agreed that this text should
be used as basis for the further deliberations in the Wrking Goup and for the
process of drafting an optional protocol

8. It was suggested that a first reading of the Chairperson's text be

conpl eted at the current session of the Commission, with a viewto finalizing an
optional protocol as quickly as possible. The aimof achieving the protocol's
entry into force before the year 2000 was put forward. It was al so suggested
that the Working Group should proceed without a specific tinetable.

9. Del egati ons pointed out that an optional protocol would be an essenti al
step in the followup to the Wrld Conference on Human Rights and the Fourth
Wirld Conference on Wonen. |t would strengthen the inplenmentation of the | ega

ri ghts of wonen contained in the Convention on the Elimnation of All Forns of
Di scrim nation agai nst Wmen, and nake the Convention nore effective in
pronoting and protecting these rights. An optional protocol would conpl enent
and strengthen the existing inplenentation nechani smunder the Convention, that
is, the reporting procedure under article 18. An optional protocol, which
shoul d all ow for conpl ai nts about general and specific violations of the rights
of wonen, woul d place the Convention on an equal footing with other

i nternational human rights treaties having communi cati ons procedures. The
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optional protocol should be consistent with, and conplenmentary to, simlar
exi sting nechani sns, and these should be drawn upon in its el aboration.

10. Del egati ons enphasi zed that any possible duplication or overlapping with
simlar existing procedures should be avoided. It was noted that the

achi evenent of the universal ratification of the Convention, its effective

i mpl ementation, and the withdrawal of reservations by States parties renained
i nportant goals to be achieved. The need to inprove the effectiveness of the
exi sting nmonitoring mechanism as well as to ensure the efficiency of any new
nmechani sm was not ed.

11. In preparing an optional protocol, a nunber of issues would need to be
resolved. The breadth of the articles contained in the Convention, covering
political, civil, economic, social and cultural rights, and the influence of
social attitudes and practices on wonen's de facto enjoynent of their rights,
woul d need to be kept in mnd. It was also noted that the Wrking G oup shoul d
proceed in a way that would lead to a strong instrunment that was acceptable to
nmany States parties to the Convention and that could be enforced effectively.

12. Questions were raised with respect to the appropriateness of the proposed
inquiry procedure in the light of the goals of the Convention



