UNITED
NATIONS E

Economic and Social Council
Distr.

LI M TED

E/ CN. 6/ 1997/L. 3
13 March 1997

ORI G NAL: ENGLI SH

COW SSI ON ON THE STATUS OF WOMEN
Forty-first session

10-21 March 1997

Agenda item 3 (c)

FOLLOM UP TO THE FOURTH WORLD CONFERENCE ON WOMVEN:
| MPLEMENTATI ON OF STRATEG C OBJECTI VES AND ACTI ON
IN THE CRI TI CAL AREAS OF CONCERN

Draft agreed conclusions submitted by the nbderator of the
Commi ssion's panel on the critical area of concern: wonen
and the environnent

1. The recently held United Nations conferences and sunmts have underlined
that unl ess wonen's contribution to environnental managenent is recognized and
supported, sustainable devel opnent will be an el usive goal

2. Governnents, civil society and international agencies should join together
to inmplement the strategi es adopted at the Fourth Wirld Conference on Wnen and
ot her recent international conferences.

3. In the five-year review of Agenda 21, a major focus should be the

mai nstream ng of a gender perspective into the inplenentation of all policies
and programmes, taking into account the Beijing Platformfor Action and the
results of other global conferences.

4. The Conm ssion for Sustainable Devel opnent shoul d mai nstream a gender
perspective in its future work, ensuring that differential inpacts on wonen and
nen of policies and programes for sustainable devel opnent are well understood
and effectively addressed.

5. I n designing and inpl ementi ng environnental programmes, including nationa
and | ocal -1 evel Agenda 21 programmes, all responsible actors should ensure that
a gender perspective is fully integrated, and that nonitoring nmechanisns are in
pl ace to assess gender mminstream ng and its inpact.

6. Al'l responsible actors are requested to approach sustai nabl e devel oprent
froma holistic and a gender perspective, and to devel op a nore coordi nated and

97- 06841 (E) 130397 /...



E/ CN. 6/ 1997/L. 3
Engl i sh
Page 2

col | aborative approach anong United Nations agenci es and bodies, as well as
wi thin and between government mnistries and departnents.

7. Wonen's participation in sustainable devel opnment at all |evels, including
financial and technical decision-nmaking, should be supported, as required, by
| egi sl ation and admi nistrative instructions.

8. Research shoul d be intensified on the inpact of environmental pollutants
and ot her harnful substances on wonmen's health, including any link with the
i nci dence of fenal e cancers, and findings should be wi dely di ssem nat ed.

9. Governnments and international organizations should strive to adopt a
participatory approach to environnental protection and conservation at all

I evels, and in elaborating policies and progranmes, should recognize that
sust ai nabl e devel opment is a shared responsibility of nmen and wonmen, and shoul d
take into account both men's and wonen's productive and reproductive rol es.

10. International agencies should continue to assist countries in devel opi ng
the capacity to carry out gender inpact assessnents based on anal ytical tools
and gender-sensitive guidelines devel oped for that purpose. Governnents and the
private sector should accelerate efforts to carry out gender inpact assessments
of investment decisions.

11. International organizations and Governnents are encouraged to ensure that
fundi ng for environmental/sustainabl e devel opnment programes which is targeted
to include and benefit wonmen shoul d be shared across sectors and shoul d not
derive strictly fromfunds earmarked for wonen's programes, while bearing in
m nd the i nportance of continuing wonen-targeted progranmm ng.

12. Miltilateral and bilateral donors should increase support for wonen's
organi zations to play an active role in advocacy for sustainabl e devel opnent and
in the inplenentation of policies and programes for sustainabl e devel oprent.

13. CGovernnents and non-governnental organizations, including wonen's

organi zations, should provide informati on on sound environnmental practices, and
shoul d support education and training for young peopl e on sustainable

devel opnent and wonen's human rights.

14. Political parties should incorporate environmental goals with a gender
dinension into their party platforns.

15. CGovernnents and the private sector should strive to reduce poverty and
create sound, well-functioning |ocal econom es as the basis for sustainable
devel opnent, inter alia, by enpowering the |ocal popul ation, especially wonen.

16. The know edge and expertise of wonen, especially of rural wonen, in the use
and the preservation of natural resources should be recognized, protected and
fully used in the design and inplenentati on of programes for the managenent of
t he environment.
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17. CGovernnments at various |evels should continue to take the necessary steps
to ensure the empowerment of wonen through accel eration of wonen's equal access
to and control over natural resources, |land and other forms of property, credit,
i nformati on and new t echnol ogi es, as an inportant conponent of gender

nmai nstream ng for sustainabl e devel opnment. Changes shoul d al so be prompbted in
traditional and customary practices that discrimnate agai nst wonen.

18. Wonen's role in devel opi ng technol ogi es, such as solar energy, and in

i nfl uenci ng the devel opnent of new technol ogi es shoul d be supported by
Governnents, research institutions and the private sector, and access to
education and training in science and technol ogy shoul d be given high priority.

19. CGovernnents and the international community are called on to give priority
attention to the |links between security and the environnent and to take urgent
steps to destroy | andm nes and ban the use of environnmentally damagi ng weapons
of war.



