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51/ 205. Proclamation of 21 Novenber as Wrld
Tel evi si on Day

The Ceneral Assenbly,

Recalling its resolution 13 (1) of 13 February 1946, in which it stated,
inter alia, that the United Nations cannot achieve its purposes unless the
peopl es of the world are fully infornmed of its aims and activities,

Recalling also its resolutions concerning information in service of
humanity and United Nations public information policies and activities,

Reaffirmng its conmtnment to the principles of the Charter of the
United Nations and to the principles of freedomof information, as well as to
t hose of the independence, pluralismand diversity of the nedia,

Under |l ining that communicati ons have beconme one of today's centra
i nternational issues, not only for their relevance for the world econony, but
also for their inplications for social and cultural devel oprent,

Recogni zi ng the increasing inpact that tel evision has on deci si on- maki ng
by alerting world attention to conflicts and threats to peace and security and
its potential role in sharpening the focus on other major issues, including
econoni ¢ and soci al issues,

Underlining that the United Nations faces ever-increasi ng denands to
address the major issues facing humanki nd and that television, as one of
today' s nost powerful comrunications media, could play a role in presenting
t hese issues to the world,

Noting with satisfaction the holding at Headquarters, on 21 and
22 Novenber 1996, of the first Wrld Tel evision Forum where |eading nmedia
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figures met under the auspices of the United Nations to discuss the grow ng
significance of television in today's changing world and to consi der how they
m ght enhance their nutual cooperation,

1. Deci des to proclaim?21 Novenber World Tel evi si on Day,
commenorating the date on which the first Wrld Tel evi si on Forum was hel d;

2. Invites all Menmber States to observe World Tel evision Day by
encour agi ng gl obal exchanges of tel evision progranmes focusing, anong ot her
t hi ngs, on such issues as peace, security, econom c and soci al devel opnent and
t he enhancenent of cultural exchange;

3. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral to bring the present resolution to
the attention of all CGovernnents and appropriate non-governnenta
or gani zati ons.
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