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PROVI SI ONAL AGENDA AND ANNOTATI ONS

Not e by the Secretary-General

1. The sixteenth session of the Cormittee on Econonic, Social and Cul tura
Ri ghts, established in accordance with Econom ¢ and Soci al Counci

resolution 1985/17, will be held at the United Nations O fice in Geneva from
28 April to 16 May 1997. The first neeting will be convened on Monday,

28 April 1997 at 10.30 a.m

2. The attached provisional agenda and annotations for the sixteenth
session of the Committee have been prepared by the Secretary-General in
accordance with rule 4 of the rules of procedure of the Committee.

3. The attention of the States parties is drawn, in particular, to the

annotations to item7 containing the list of reports that will be before the
Conmittee at its sixteenth session

GE. 97- 15644 (E)
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10.

11997/ 1

PROVI SI ONAL AGENDA
Openi ng of the session
El ection of officers.
Adopti on of the agenda.
Organi zati on of work.

Substantive issues arising in the inplenmentation of the International
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cul tural Rights.

Submi ssion of reports by States parties in accordance with articles 16
and 17 of the Covenant.

Consi derati on of reports:

(a) Reports submtted by States parties in accordance with
articles 16 and 17 of the Covenant.

(b) Reports subm tted by specialized agencies in accordance with
article 18 of the Covenant.

General discussion: “The revision of the Conmittee's revised genera
gui delines regarding the formand content of the reports to be submtted
by States parties under articles 16 and 17 of the Covenant”.

Rel ations with United Nations organs and other treaty bodies.
Formul ati on of suggestions and recommendati ons of a general nature based

on the consideration of reports submitted by States parties to the
Covenant and by the specialized agencies.
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ANNCTATI ONS

1. Openi ng of the session

The sixteenth session of the Comrittee will be opened by the
representative of the Secretary-General who will preside over the neeting
until the election of the Chairperson of the Committee.

2. El ection of officers

In accordance with rule 14 of its rules of procedure, the Conmittee
shall elect fromanong its nenbers a Chairperson, three Vice-Chairpersons and
a Rapporteur, with due regard for equitable geographical representation

3. Adoption of the agenda

Under rule 5 of the rules of procedure, the first itemon the
provi si onal agenda of any session shall be the adoption of the agenda, except
for the election of its officers when required under rule 14. |n accordance
with rule 6 the Commttee, during a session, may revise the agenda and may, as
appropriate, add, delete or defer itens.

4. Organi zation of work

In accordance with rule 8 of its rules of procedure, at the beginning of
each session, the Committee shall consider appropriate organizational matters,
i ncluding the schedule of its neetings. |In this connection, the attention of
the nenbers of the Cormittee is drawn to the draft programre of work for the
session, prepared by the Secretary-Ceneral in consultation with the
Chai rperson of the Committee and in accordance with established practice
(E/C. 12/1997/L.1);

5. Substantive issues arising in the inplenentation of the Internationa
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights

The Committee decided at its fourteenth session (28 April-17 May 1996)
that as fromits fifteenth session its discussions relating to the
i mpl enentati on of the Covenant (NGO hearings, nethods of work, etc.) would be
conducted under this agenda item

6. Subni ssion of reports by States parties in accordance with articles 16
and 17 of the Covenant

In accordance with rule 59, paragraph 1, of its rules of procedure, the
Committee shall at each session consider the status of subm ssion of reports
under article 16 of the Covenant and may meke appropriate recommendations to
the Council, including recomendations to the effect that the
Secretary-Ceneral should send renminders to States parties fromwhich reports
have not been received.
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The Conmittee will have before it under this itemthe follow ng
docunent s:

(a) A note by the Secretary-General on the States parties to the
Covenant and the status of submi ssion of reports (E/ C 12/1997/2);

(b) A note by the Secretary-General on followup to the consideration
of reports under articles 16 and 17 of the Covenant (E/ C 12/1997/3).

7. Consi deration of reports

(a) Reports submitted by States parties in accordance with articles 16 and
17 of the Covenant

In accordance with rule 61, paragraph 2, of its rules of procedure, the
Committee shall normally consider the reports submitted by States parties
under article 16 of the Covenant in the order in which they have been received
by the Secretary-General. Representatives of the reporting States are
entitled to be present at the neetings of the Commttee when their reports are
exam ned; such representatives should be able to nake statenents on the
reports submtted by their Governments and reply to questions which may be put
to them by the nenbers of the Committee.

At its fifteenth session, the Cormittee requested the Secretary-Genera
to schedule five reports fromfive States parties for consideration at its
si xteenth session. The Committee al so decided to conduct at its sixteenth
session a review of the inplenentation of the provisions of the Covenant in
the Central African Republic, which has not subnitted any report since
rati fying the Covenant in 1981, on the basis of any information that may be
available to it.

In accordance with rule 62, paragraph 2, of the Conmttee's rules of
procedures, the Secretary-Ceneral has informed the States parties concerned of
t he opening date and duration of the sixteenth session of the Conmttee as
well as of the dates at which their respective reports will be exam ned and
has invited themto send representatives to attend the neetings of the
Conmi ttee.

As at 1 February 1997, the reports |listed bel ow had been received by the
Secretary-Ceneral. The reports of the States parties which are schedul ed for
consi deration by the Conmittee at its sixteenth session are identified by an
asterisk. The tentative tinetable for consideration of those reports,
prepared by the Secretary-Ceneral in consultation with the Chairperson of the
Conmittee, is contained in docunment E/C 12/1997/L.1.
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Initial reports concerning articles 1 to 15 of the Covenant

Li byan Arab Janehiriya* E/ 1990/ 5/ Add. 26
Guyana* E/ 1990/ 5/ Add. 27
Zi mbabwe* E/ 1990/ 5/ Add. 28
Per u* E/ 1990/ 5/ Add. 29
Azer bai j an E/ 1990/ 5/ Add. 30
Ni geri a E/ 1990/ 5/ Add. 31
Sri Lanka E/ 1990/ 5/ Add. 32
Switzerl and E/ 1990/ 5/ Add. 33
I rel and E/ 1990/ 5/ Add. 34

Second periodic reports concerning articles 1 to 15 of the Covenant

Domi ni can Republ ic* E/1990/6/7 *

Luxembourg E/ 1990/ 6/ Add. 9

Ur uguay E/ 1990/ 6/ Add. 10

Net her | ands E/ 1990/ 6/ Add. 11, 12, 13
Tuni si a E/ 1990/ 6/ Add. 14

I cel and E/ 1990/ 6/ Add. 15

Third periodic reports concerning articles 1 to 15 of the Covenant

Russi an Federati on* E/ 1994/ 104/ Add. 8
Iraq E/ 1994/ 104/ Add. 9
Uni ted Kingdom of Great Britain

and Northern Irel and E/ 1994/ 104/ Add. 11
Cyprus E/ 1994/ 104/ Add. 12
Pol and E/ 1994/ 104/ Add. 13
Ger many E/ 1994/ 104/ Add. 14
Denmar k E/ 1994/ 104/ Add. 15
Bul gari a E/ 1994/ 104/ Add. 16

(b) Reports submitted by specialized agencies in accordance with article 18
of the Covenant

In accordance with rule 67 of its rules of procedure, the Conmittee is
entrusted with the task of considering the reports submtted by specialized
agencies pursuant to article 18 of the Covenant.

In accordance with rule 68 of the rules of procedure, the
representatives of the specialized agencies concerned nmay nmake statements on
matters falling within the scope of the activities of their respective
organi zation in the course of the discussion by the Cormittee of the report of
each State party to the Covenant. The representatives of the States parties
presenting reports to the Comrittee shall be free to respond to, or take into
account, the statenents nmade by the specialized agencies. The

At the request of the Governnent of the Doninican Republic (note verbale
DO 666 dated 11 January 1996), consideration of the second periodic report of
that State party was postponed to the Cormittee's fifteenth session (18
Novenber-6 Decenber 1996). For further information, please see docunent
E/ C. 12/ 1997/ 3.
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Secretary-Ceneral has invited the follow ng specialized agenci es,

United Nations organs and financial institutions to send representatives to
attend the neetings of the Commttee: International Labour Organization
(ILO), Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO,
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO),
Wrld Health Organization (WHO), Ofice of the United Nations High
Commi ssi oner for Refugees (UNHCR), United Nations Devel opnent Programre
(UNDP), Joint United Nations Programme on Hl V/ Aids (UNAIDS), Internationa
Monetary Fund (I MF) and the Worl d Bank

Any report which may be received fromthe specialized agencies under
article 18 of the Covenant will be made available to the Commttee in due
cour se.

8. General discussion: “The revision of the Commttee's revised genera
gui del i nes regarding the form and content of the reports to be submtted

by States parties under articles 16 and 17 of the Covenant”

At its fifteenth session, the Conmttee decided that Mnday, 12 May 1997
woul d be a day of general discussion devoted to the revision of its revised
general guidelines regarding the formand contents of reports to be subnmtted
by States parties under articles 16 and 17 of the International Covenant on
Econom ¢, Social and Cultural Rights. 1In this connection, at its fourteenth
session the Conmittee requested its Rapporteur, Ms. Virginia Bonoan- Dandan
in cooperation with Ms. Maria Jinménez Butraguefio, to undertake an initia
review of the desirability of such a revision. They were asked to take
particul ar account of the inplications to be drawn fromthe progranmes adopted
by the Beijing, Copenhagen, Cairo and other relevant internationa
conferences, as well as the consequences of the various general comrents
adopted by the Committee since 1990.

9. Relations with United Nations organs and other treaty bodies

The Conmittee decided at its sixth session to nom nate individua
menbers to follow the work of each of the other treaty bodies. Such nenbers
are to follow as closely as possible the work of the relevant commttees, to
liaise where possible with menbers of these cormittees and to present an ora
report on devel opnents of both a procedural and substantive nature in their
wor k whi ch appeared to be of specific relevance to the work of the Conmittee
(E/ 1992/ 23, paras. 371-373).

10. Fornmul ation of suggestions and reconmendations of a general nature based

on the consideration of reports subnitted by States parties to the
Covenant and by the specialized agencies

Pursuant to rule 64 of its rules of procedure, the Comrittee may wish to
make suggestions and reconmendati ons of a general nature on the basis of its
consideration of reports subnitted by States parties and the reports submtted
by specialized agencies, in order to assist the Council to fulfil, in
particular, its responsibilities under articles 21 and 22 of the Covenant.

The Committee may al so wi sh to make suggestions for consideration by the
Council with reference to articles 19, 22 and 23 of the Covenant.



