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LETTER DATED 10 MARCH 1997 FROM THE PERVANENT REPRESENTATI VE
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| have the honour to transmit to you herewith a letter dated 10 March 1997
relating to the report of the Secretary-General on the situation concerning
Western Sahara (S/1997/166). | should be grateful if you would have the letter
distributed to the nmenbers of the Security Council and issued as a document of
the Council .

(Signed) Ahned SNOUSSI
Anbassador
Per manent Representative

97- 06479 (E) 110397 110397 [...



S/1997/ 208
Engl i sh
Page 2

Annex

We have read the report on the situation concerning Wstern Sahara
(S/1997/166) very carefully and should like to convey the coments and concerns
of the Kingdom of Morocco with regard to that document.

. THE QUESTI ON OF | DENTI FI CATI ON

Morocco considers it regrettable that the 27 February 1997 report
(S/1997/166) limts itself to stating that the identification process stalled
late in 1995 w thout nmentioning the main reason for that situation, which was
described clearly in the report subnmitted to the Security Council on
24 Novenber 1995 (S/1997/986).

The fact is that, according to paragraph 2 of the earlier report, "the
basi c obstacle to continuing and conpleting the identification process relates
to certain tribal groups and to persons not resident in the Territory, in whose
identification the Frente Polisario para | a Liberaci 6n de Saguia el -Hanra y de
Rio de Oro (Frente POLI SARIO does not agree to participate and, in many
i nstances, has no shei kh, or alternate, to propose"

To reflect that fact, future reports should recall why the identification
process stalled, so as to nake clear what responsibility should be attributed to
each si de.

In his latest report, the Secretary-Ceneral also states that "the
condi tions posed by the two sides for further identification are inconpatible"
(S/ 1997/ 166, para. 4).

The Ki ngdom of Morocco has done its utnost to help bring the referendum
process to an early conclusion and has al ways cooperated unreservedly. It has
never posed any conditions for the continuation or resunption of the
identification process and it would be unfair to accuse it of having done so.

Morocco's position, which is to defend the right of any person to take part
in the referendum process who can prove that he or she belongs to Western
Sahara, coincides fully with that of the United Nations, as reflected in many of
the Secretary-GCeneral's reports, including that of 24 Novenber 1995 which states
that "the United Nations Mssion for the Referendumin Wstern Sahara (M NURSO
had an obligation to consider all applications which had been correctly
subm tted" (S/1995/986, para. 3).

The other party is opposed to that right and has nmade its participation in
the identification process subject to two conditions which are contrary to the
spirit and the letter of the settlement plan

That party is trying to restrict the right of Saharans to participate in
the referendumby limting that right to persons whose nanes appear in the
Spani sh census of 1974, a census whose onissions and flaws have been
acknow edged by all forums, including the 1990 conference of tribal |eaders.
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That party has al so posed the condition that the Iists of persons found
eligible to vote by the Identification Conm ssion should be nade avail abl e.
This is contrary to the provisions of the settlenent plan, which stipul ates
clearly that such lists should be made available only at the end of the
identification process and after they have been approved by the Secretary-
Gener al

Paragraph 4 of the report of 27 February 1997 states that the nunber of
persons identified by the tine the identification process stalled "corresponds
to the nunber of persons estimated to have survived since 1974, when the Spani sh
colonial authorities conducted a census indicating that 73,497 Saharans resided
in the Territory".

Li nki ng these figures could create m sunderstandings. The lIdentification
Commi ssion has, in fact, received a certain nunber of applications, 233,487 of
whi ch have been processed (176,533 in the Territory on the Mirroccan side, 42, 468
in the canps at Ti ndouf and 14,486 in Mauritania), as can be seen fromthe
Secretary-Ceneral's report of 24 Novenber 1995 (S/1995/986). O her applications
have still to be processed.

1. THE SECRETARY- GENERAL' S CONCLUSI ONS AND RECOMVENDATI ONS

The report indicates that the Secretary-General is review ng a nunber of
questions in an attenpt to overcone the stalemate. Those questions include the
possibility of making adjustnents to the settlenment plan

The Ki ngdom of Morocco has affirmed repeatedly its attachment to ful
i mpl ementation of the settlenent plan. It considers that the drafting of the
pl an was a | ong and arduous process and that altering it, which would
necessarily entail altering all the inplenenting neasures adopted by the
different organs involved in the process, could prove to be an even | onger and
nore conpl ex process.

Wil e Morocco remains commtted to the settlenent plan, the other party is
doing its utnmost to delay the referendum process and even prevent it fromtaking
pl ace.

Morocco has called repeatedly on the Security Council to fulfil its
responsibilities by forcing the recalcitrant party to abide by the settlenent
pl an, which was the outcome of intense negotiations and considerable effort. It
would like to reiterate that call, so that the international community m ght
take the necessary action and thereby end the suffering endured daily by fell ow
Moroccans in the canps at Ti ndouf.

Morocco considers that the international comunity, as represented by the
Security Council, endorsed a plan for the settlenent of the question of Wstern
Sahara and that it should take the necessary action to inpose its w shes, by
ensuring the resunption and conpl etion of the referendum process.



