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51/ 91. Ef fective pronption of the Declaration on
the Rights of Persons Belonging to

National or Ethnic, Religious and
Li ngui stic Mnorities

The Ceneral Assenbly,

Recalling its resolution 47/135 of 18 Decenber 1992, as well as its
subsequent resolutions on the Declaration on the R ghts of Persons Bel ongi ng
to National or Ethnic, Religious and Linguistic Mnorities,

Concerned by the growi ng frequency and severity of disputes and
conflicts concerning mnorities in many countries, and their often tragic
consequences, and concerned al so that persons belonging to mnorities are
particularly vul nerable to displacenment through, inter alia, population
transfers, refugee flows and forced rel ocation

Consi dering that the pronotion and protection of the rights of persons
bel onging to national or ethnic, religious and |inguistic mnorities
contribute to political and social stability and peace and enrich the cultura
heritage of society as a whole in the States in which such persons live,

Noting that the Wrking Goup on Mnorities of the Subcomm ssion on
Prevention of Discrimnation and Protection of Mnorities held its second
session from30 April to 3 May 1996 and that its report will be nade avail abl e
to the Conm ssion on Human Ri ghts,

Acknowl edgi ng that the United Nations has an increasingly inportant role
to play regarding the protection of mnorities,
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1. Takes note with appreciation of the report of the Secretary-
General ;*!

2. Reaffirnms the obligation of States to ensure that persons
bel onging to mnorities may exercise fully and effectively all human rights
and fundanental freedons wi thout any discrimnation and in full equality
before the law in accordance with the Declaration on the R ghts of Persons
Bel onging to National or Ethnic, Religious and Linguistic Mnorities;

3. Urges States and the international community to pronote and
protect the rights of persons belonging to national or ethnic, religious and
linguistic mnorities, as set out in the Declaration, including through the
facilitation of their participation in all aspects of the political, economc,
social, religious and cultural life of society and in the econom c progress
and devel oprment of their country;

4. Recogni zes that respect for human rights and the pronotion of
under st andi ng and tol erance by Governnments as well as between and anong
mnorities is central to the protection and pronotion of the rights of persons
bel onging to mnorities;

5. Urges States to take, as appropriate, all the necessary
constitutional, legislative, adnministrative and other neasures to pronpote and
give effect to the principles contained in the Declaration

6. Appeal s to States to make bilateral and nultilateral efforts, as
appropriate, in order to protect the rights of persons bel onging to nationa
or ethnic, religious and linguistic mnorities in their countries, in
accordance with the Declaration

7. Calls upon the Secretary-Ceneral to nake avail able, at the request
of CGovernnents concerned, qualified expertise on mnority issues, including
the prevention and resolution of disputes, to assist in existing or potential
situations involving mnorities;

8. Wl cones the activities of the United Nations H gh Conm ssioner
for Human Rights relating to the pronmotion and protection of the rights of
persons belonging to mnorities and, in accordance with his mandate, calls
upon himto pronote the inplenentation of the Declaration and to continue to
engage in a dialogue with Governnments concerned for that purpose;

9. Requests the Hi gh Commi ssioner to continue his efforts to inprove
t he coordination and cooperation of United Nations programres and agencies
which deal with minority issues in activities related to the prompti on and
protection of the rights of persons belonging to mnorities;

10. Urges all treaty bodies to give due regard, within their
respecti ve mandates, to the pronotion and protection of the rights of persons
bel onging to mnorities;

11. Calls upon States to continue to include in their reports to
treaty bodies, in accordance with the rel evant conventions, information on
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nmeasures taken for the pronotion and protection of the rights of persons
bel onging to mnorities;

12. Calls upon all special representatives, special rapporteurs and
wor ki ng groups of the Conm ssion on Human Rights to continue to give
attention, wthin their respective mandates, to situations involving
mnorities;

13. Encour ages i ntergovernmental and non-governnental organizations to
continue to contribute to the pronotion and protection of the rights of
persons bel onging to national or ethnic, religious and |inguistic mnorities;

14. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the General Assenbly
at its fifty-second session on the inplenentation of the present resolution
under the itementitled "Human rights questions”.

82nd plenary neeting

12 Decenber 1996



