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Letter dated 4 March 1997 from the Pernmanent Representative
of Mongolia to the United Nations addressed to the
Secretary-Genera

| have the honour to bring to your attention the position of the Governnent
of Mongolia concerning sone questions of equitable representati on on and
i ncrease in the menbership of the Security Council and related matters.

| should be grateful if you would have the present letter and its annex
distributed as a docunment of the General Assenbly, under item 59 of the
prelimnary list, and of the Security Council.

(Signed) Jargal sai khany ENKHSAI KHAN
Anbassador
Per manent Representative

* A/ 52/ 50.

97- 06565 (E) 110397 /...



A 52/ 89
S/1997/ 211
Engl i sh
Page 2

ANNEX

Position of the Governnent of Mongolia concerning

sone gquestions of equitable representation on and

increase in the nenbership of the Security Counci
and related matters

The principled position of the Governnment of Mngolia on the question of
equi tabl e representation on and increase in the nmenbership of the Security
Council is well known. It has been expressed on a nunber of occasions by its
representatives and is reflected in the official reply of the Mongolian
Governnent, contained in docunent A/ 48/264/ Add. 3.

The negoti ati ons that have been held on these questions at the United
Nati ons, especially within the franework of the open-ended working group on this
i ssue, have shown that Mngolia's position coincides with that of the vast
majority of States Menmbers of the United Nations.

These negoti ations have al so shown that nmatters other than those relating
to equitable representation on and increase in the menbership of the Security
Council merit no less attention than the question of menbership.

The CGovernnent of Mngolia believes that fuller participation by States
Menbers of the United Nations that are not nmenbers of the Council (non-nenbers
of the Council) in the latter's proceedi ngs shoul d be encouraged, especially in
t he di scussion of questions brought before the Council that affect the specific
interests of those States. This would be inline with the spirit of the
denocrati zati on process and of increased transparency in the functioning of the
princi pal organs of the United Nations in general, and of the Security Counci
in particular. 1t would enhance the effectiveness of the Council and pronote
just and lasting solutions to the questions tackled by the Council. 1In this
regard, the Governnment of Mongolia fully supports the proposal to interpret
Article 31 of the Charter of the United Nations to nean that the notion
“di scussion" includes informal consultations, where, as a rule, nost of the
substantive di scussions take place (see A/ 50/47/Add. 1, annex X).

Furt hernore, Mongolia believes that fuller participation in the proceedi ngs
of the Council by non-nmenbers whose interests are being affected should not be
l[imted to making formal statenments or to participating in infornal
consul tations, however inportant they may be. Participation by non-nenbers of
t he Council shoul d be enhanced even in fornmal neetings, where official records
are kept and where decisions on procedural issues could influence the debate and
thus the consideration of draft resolutions and deci sions.

Thus non-nmenbers should be entitled to participate to a fuller extent,
without a vote, in the proceedi ngs of the Council when it is considering issues
that specifically affect the interests of those States. That participation
coul d cover the inclusion or non-inclusion of the itemon the Council's agenda;
t he subm ssion of proposals and draft resolutions (so far allowed only with
respect to questions considered under Article 32 of the Charter) which may be
put to the vote at the request of any Council nenber; putting questions; naking
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clarifications; giving replies; proposing substantive or procedural notions for
the Council's consideration; putting forward noti ons concerni ng the conpetence
of the Council to consider a given question; and having access to all rel evant
docunmentation as well as the right to distribute documents relevant to the
guestion under consideration.

Mor eover, non-nenbers of the Council should be entitled to participate in
the work of the subsidiary organs (comm ssions and committees) established for
consi deration of the questions referred to in Articles 31 and 32 of the Charter
of the United Nations, as well as in the discussion of their reports by the
Counci | .

Mongol i a believes that these changes could be institutionalized by anending

the rel evant provisions of the provisional rules of procedure of the Security
Counci| wi thout necessarily amending the Charter of the United Nations.



