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51/ 111. Situation of hunman rights in Kosovo

The Ceneral Assenbly,

Quided by the Charter of the United Nations, the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights,! the International Covenants on Human Rights,? the
I nternational Convention on the Elimnation of All Fornms of Racia
Di scrimnation,® the Convention on the Prevention and Puni shnment of the Crine
of CGenoci de* and the Convention against Torture and G her Cruel, |nhuman or
Degr adi ng Treatnent or Puni shnent,®

Taking note with concern of the reports of the Special Rapporteur of the
Commi ssion on Human Rights on the situation of human rights in the territory
of the former Yugoslavia, which describe the continuing grave human rights
situation in Kosovo, including in particular police brutality, killings
resulting fromsuch violence, arbitrary searches and arrests, torture and ill-
treatment of detainees, the deliberate nmaltreatnent, persecution and
i mprisonment of political and human rights activists, the mass di sm ssals of
civil servants and discrimnation against pupils and teachers, acts which are
mai nl y perpetrated agai nst ethnic Al banians,

! Resolution 217 A (111).

2 Resol ution 2200 A (XXI), annex.
3 Resol ution 2106 A (XX), annex.
4 Resolution 260 A (II1).

° Resol ution 39/46, annex.
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Wl coming, as a first step, the recent signature of a menorandum of
under st andi ng concerning the educati onal systemin the Al banian | anguage in
Kosovo, and calling for the proper inplementation of that nenorandum

Appreciating efforts to nonitor the situation in Kosovo, but at the same
time expressing regret that the establishment of an adequate internationa
nmoni tori ng presence in Kosovo has not yet been achieved,

Recalling its resolution 50/190 of 22 Decenber 1995 and ot her rel evant
resol utions, and taking note of the resolutions on the matter adopted by the
Conmi ssion on Human Rights and the resolution adopted by the Subcomm ssion on
Preventign of Discrimnation and Protection of Mnorities at its forty-eighth
sessi on,

1. Condemns all violations of human rights in Kosovo, in particular
repression of the ethnic Al banian popul ati on and discrimnation agai nst them
as well as all acts of violence in Kosovo;

2. Demands that the authorities of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia
(Serbia and Mntenegro):

(a) Take all necessary neasures to bring to an i medi ate end all human
rights violations against ethnic Al banians in Kosovo, in particular the
di scrimnatory neasures and practices, arbitrary searches and detention, the
violation of the right to a fair trial and the practice of torture and other
cruel, inhuman or degrading treatnent, and to revoke all discrimnatory
legislation, in particular that which has entered into force since 1989;

(b) Rel ease all political prisoners and cease the persecution of
political |eaders and nmenbers of |ocal human rights organi zations;

(c) Al l ow t he establishnment of genuine denocratic institutions in
Kosovo, including the parlianent and the judiciary, and respect the will of
its inhabitants as the best neans of preventing the escal ation of the conflict
t here;

(d) Al'l ow t he reopeni ng of educational, cultural and scientific
institutions of the ethnic Al banians;

(e) Pursue constructive dialogue with the representatives of ethnic
Al bani ans of Kosovo;

3. Wl cones the visits to Kosovo of the Special Rapporteur of the
Conmi ssi on on Human Rights on the situation of human rights in the territory
of the former Yugoslavia and her relevant reports, and calls upon her to
continue to nonitor closely the human rights situation in Kosovo and to
continue to pay due attention to this matter in her reporting;

4. Urges the authorities of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia
(Serbia and Montenegro) to allow the i mmedi ate unconditional return of the
m ssion of |ong duration of the O ganization for Security and Cooperation in
Europe to Kosovo, called for in Security Council resolution 855 (1993)
of 9 August 1993;

5 E/ CN. 4/ 1997/ 2- E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ 1996/ 41, chap. 11, sect. A, resolution 1996/2.
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5. Wl cones the report of the Secretary-General subnmitted pursuant to
resol ution 50/190,7 and requests himto continue his efforts to seek ways and
means, including through consultations with the United Nations H gh
Conmmi ssi oner for Human Rights and rel evant regi onal organizations, to
establish an adequate international nonitoring presence in Kosovo and to
report thereon to the General Assenbly at its fifty-second session;

6. Encour ages the Secretary-Ceneral to pursue his hunmanitarian
efforts in the former Yugoslavia, in liaison with the Ofice of the United
Nat i ons H gh Conm ssioner for Refugees, the United Nations Children's Fund and
ot her appropriate humanitarian organi zations, with a view to taking urgent
practical steps to tackle the critical needs of the people in Kosovo,
especi ally of the nmpost vul nerabl e groups affected by the conflict, and to
assist in the voluntary return of displaced persons to their hones in
conditions of safety and dignity;

7. Enphasi zes the inportance of |aws and regul ati ons concer ni ng
citizenship applied by the authorities of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia
(Serbia and Montenegro) being in accordance with the standards and principles
of non-di scrimnation, equal protection before the |law and the reduction and
avoi dance of statel essness, as set out in the relevant international human
rights instrunents;

8. Deci des to continue exam nation of the human rights situation in

Kosovo at its fifty-second session under the itementitled "Human rights
guesti ons”.

82nd plenary neeting

12 Decenber 1996

" Al 51/ 556.



