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51/ 97. Hunan rights and extrene poverty

The Ceneral Assenbly,

Reaffirm ng the Universal Declaration of Human Rights,! the
I nternational Covenant on G vil and Political Rights,? the Internationa
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights? and other human rights
instruments adopted by the United Nations,

Consi dering the rel evant provisions of the Vienna Decl aration and
Programme of Action, adopted by the Wrld Conference on Human Ri ghts on 25
June 1993,° and of the Copenhagen Decl aration on Social Devel opment and the
Programme of Action of the Wrld Summit for Social Devel opnent, adopted by the
Wrld Summit on 12 March 1995, 4

Recalling its resolutions 44/ 148 of 15 Decenber 1989, 44/212 of
22 Decenber 1989, 45/199 of 21 Decenber 1990, 49/179 of 23 Decenber 1994 and
ot her rel evant resol utions,

Recalling also its resolutions 47/196 of 22 Decenber 1992, by which it
declared 17 Cctober International Day for the Eradication of Poverty, 48/183
of 21 Decenber 1993, by which it proclainmed 1996 International Year for the

! Resolution 217 A (111).

2 See resolution 2200 A (XXl), annex.

3 A/ CONF. 157/ 24 (Part 1), chap. I11.

4 A/ CONF. 166/9, chap. |, resolution 1, annexes | and ||
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Eradi cati on of Poverty, and 50/107 of 20 Decenber 1995, by which it proclainmed
the first United Nations Decade for the Eradication of Poverty (1997-2006),

Bearing in mnd Conmi ssion on Human Rights resolutions 1992/11 of
21 February 1992,° 1993/13 of 26 February 1993,° 1994/12 of
25 February 1994,7 1995/ 16 of 24 February 1995% and 1996/ 10 of
11 April 1996,° as well as resolution 1996/23 of 29 August 1996 of the
Subconmi ssi on on Prevention of Discrimnation and Protection of Mnorities,?

Recalling its resolution 47/134 of 18 Decenber 1992, in which it
reaffirmed that extrenme poverty and exclusion fromsociety constituted a
violation of human dignity and stressed the need for a conplete and in-depth
study of extrene poverty, based on the experience and the thoughts of the
poor est ,

Recogni zi ng that the existence of w despread extrenme poverty inhibits
the full and effective enjoynment of human rights and m ght, in some
situations, constitute a threat to the right to life

Deeply concerned that extreme poverty continues to spread in al
countries of the world, regardl ess of their econom c, social and cultura
situation, and seriously affects the nost vul nerable and di sadvant aged
i ndividuals, famlies and groups, who are thus hindered in the exercise of
their human rights and their fundanental freedons,

Recogni zing that the elimnation of w despread poverty and the ful
enj oynment of economc, social and cultural rights are interrel ated goal s,

Wl comi ng the work of the Special Rapporteur on the question of human
rights and extrene poverty, and taking into account his final report,

1. Reaffirnms that extreme poverty and exclusion from society
constitute a violation of human dignity and that urgent national and
international action is therefore required to elimnate them

5 See Oficial Records of the Econonic and Social Council, 1992, Suppl enent
No. 2 (E/1992/22), chap. Il, sect. A
® Ibid., 1993, Supplenment No. 3 (E/ 1993/23), chap. 11, sect. A

" 1bid., 1994, Supplenent No. 4 and corrigendum (E/ 1994/ 24 and Corr. 1),
chap. 11, sect. A

8 1bid., 1995, Supplenent No. 3 and corrigenda (E/ 1995/23 and Corr.1 and
2), chap. 11, sect. A

° Ibid., 1996, Supplenment No. 3 (E/ 1996/23), chap. 11, sect. A

10 See E/CN. 4/1997/2-E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ 1996/ 41, chap. 11, sect. A

1 E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ 1996/ 13.
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2. Reaffirnms also that, in accordance with the Vienna Declaration and
Programe of Action,® it is essential for States to foster participation by
t he poorest people in the decision-nmaking process in the conmunities in which
they live, in the pronotion of human rights and in efforts to conbat extrene
poverty;

3. Notes with satisfaction that the Special Rapporteur, in the
process of preparing his final report, ! has inplenented the recommendati ons
of the Conmm ssion on Human Rights by paying special attention to the efforts
of the poorest thenselves and the conditions in which they can convey their
experi ences;

4. Again calls upon States, the specialized agencies, United Nations
bodi es and ot her international organizations, including intergovernmenta
organi zations, to give the necessary attention to this problemand to the
necessary followup to the reconmrendati ons of the Special Rapporteur as
contained in his final report;

5. Invites the United Nations H gh Conm ssioner for Human Ri ghts,
within the framework of the inplementation of the United Nations Decade for
the Eradi cation of Poverty, to give appropriate attention to the question of
human rights and extreme poverty;

6. Notes with appreciation the specific action taken by the United
Nations Children's Fund to mtigate the effects of extreme poverty on children
and the efforts of the United Nati ons Devel opnment Programme to give priority
to the search for some means of alleviating poverty within the framework of
the rel evant resolutions, and urges themto continue in this work;

7. Decides to consider this question further at its fifty-third
sessi on under the sub-itementitled "Human rights questions, including
alternative approaches for inproving the effective enjoynment of human rights
and fundanental freedons".

82nd plenary neeting

12 Decenber 1996



