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STATEMENT BY THE PRESI DENT OF THE SECURI TY COUNCI L

At the 3746th nmeeting of the Security Council, held on 7 March 1997 in
connection with the Council's consideration of the itementitled "The situation
in Croatia", the President of the Security Council mnmade the foll owi ng statenent
on behalf of the Council:

"The Security Council has considered the report of the Secretary-
General of 24 February 1997 (S/1997/148) on the United Nations Transitiona
Adm nistration for Eastern Sl avonia, Baranja and Western Sirm um ( UNTAES)
and recent developrments in that region. It recalls the statement by its
President of 31 January 1997 (S/ PRST/1997/4) and reiterates its call on the
parties to cooperate fully with UNTAES and the Transitional Adm nistrator

"The Security Council shares the observation contained in the report
of the Secretary-CGeneral that, with the full cooperation of the parties,
13 April 1997 is a realistic and achievable date for the hol ding of free
and fair elections in the region

"The Security Council underlines that it is in the best interests of
the menbers of the Serb community to collect their citizenship docunents,
to participate fully in those elections, and to take part in Croatian
political life as equal citizens on the basis of the inplenmentation of the
ri ghts and guarantees contained in the letter of 13 January 1997 fromthe
Governnment of Croatia (S/1997/27, annex). The Council deplores disruptive
activities by some elenments of the Serb community in the region creating an
at nosphere of political agitation and uncertainty. 1t calls upon all
residents of the region to follow wi se | eadership, to stay in the region,
and to take up their future as citizens of the Republic of Croatia.

"The Security Council stresses that the holding of the elections wll
al so depend on the readiness of the Governnment of Croatia to neet all
precondi tions, including the issuance of docunents, provision of data and
tinely conpletion of the technical arrangenents required for certification
The Council acknow edges the encouragi ng progress the Government of Croatia
is making in this respect. It is, however, concerned that inplenentation
of these procedures has been uneven. The Council urges the Governnent of
Croatia to redouble its efforts to ensure the conpletion of the necessary
techni cal preparations for the holding of elections.
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"The Security Council strongly urges the Croatian Governnment to issue,
as a gesture towards reassuring the Serb comunity, formal public
confimati on of the oral guarantees made to UNTAES as specified by the
Secretary-Ceneral in his letter of 21 January 1997 (S/1997/62) and to
reaffirmits obligations as referred to in paragraphs 28 and 29 of the
report of the Secretary-General. It also calls upon the Governnent of
Croatia to apply its amesty law fairly and consistently to all persons
subject to its jurisdiction. The Council stresses that, to a |arge
neasure, the |ong-term success of peaceful reintegration will be determ ned
by the commitment of the Government of Croatia to reconciliation and to
ensuring that those Serbs who are currently resident in the region wll
enjoy equal rights as Croatian citizens.

"The Security Council shares the serious concern, as stated in the
report of the Secretary-General, that no progress has been made concerning
the future of displaced persons in the region and the establishnment of
equal treatnent with respect to housing, access to reconstruction grants
and | oans and property conpensation, in accordance with the Basic Agreenent
on the Region of Eastern Slavonia, Baranja and Western Sirmum (S/ 1995/ 951)
and Croatian law. The Council reaffirnms the right of all refugees and
di spl aced persons to return to their hones of origin throughout the
Republic of Croatia and to live there in conditions of security. It
wel cones the proposal el aborated by UNTAES and the United Nations H gh
Commi ssi oner for Refugees (UNHCR) concerning the return of displaced
persons and urges the CGovernnent of Croatia to pursue discussions on that
proposal w thout delay, to cooperate closely with UNTAES and UNHCR in
i mpl ementation, and to make a cl ear and unanbi guous public statenment and
undertake concrete actions confirm ng the equal rights of all displaced
persons regardl ess of their ethnicity.

"The Security Council welcones the conmtnment by the Federal Republic
of Yugosl avia and the Republic of Croatia to nmake progress in their
bilateral relations, in particular with respect to the pernmanent
demilitarization of the border region and the abolition of the visa regine,
whi ch woul d constitute a najor contribution to |ocal confidence-building
and the stabilization of the region

"The Security Council recalls its resolution 1079 (1996) of
15 Novenber 1996 and expresses its intention to consider recommendations,
to be subnmitted by the Secretary-Ceneral as soon as possible after the
successful holding of elections, concerning the further United Nations
presence consistent with the fulfilnment of the Basic Agreenent.

"The Security Council requests the Secretary-General to keep it

regularly informed of the situation. It will remain actively seized of the
matter."



