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LETTER DATED 3 MARCH 1997 FROM THE PERVANENT REPRESENTATI VE
OF AZERBAI JAN TO THE UNI TED NATI ONS ADDRESSED TO THE
SECRETARY- GENERAL

In accordance with instructions | have received, | would request you to
circulate the text of the enclosed statenent issued by the Mnistry of Foreign
Affairs of the Azerbaijani Republic on 3 March 1997 as a docunent of the
Security Council (see annex).

(Signed) Eldar G KOULIEV
Per manent Representative
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Annex

Statenent dated 3 March 1997 by the Mnistry of Foreign
Affairs of Azerbaijan

[Original: Russian]

On 21 February 1997, the Mnistry of Foreign Affairs of the Azerbaij ani
Republic issued a statenent (S/1997/147) in connection with the illega
deliveries of Russian weapons to the Republic of Arnmenia which had been nmade
public by the Mnister for Commonwealth Affairs of the Governnment of the Russian
Federati on, Aman Tul eev. According to the information provided by M. Tul eev,
in the past two years, Arnenia has illegally obtained 84 T-72 tanks and 50
infantry fighting vehicles and spare parts.

The Azerbaijani side is particularly concerned at the fact that these
illegal deliveries, which are in violation of the norns of international |aw and
the principles for the peaceful settlenent of the Arnmenian-Azerbaijani conflict,
were nade to Arnmenia - a country which carried out aggression agai nst the
Azerbaijani Republic, occupied 20 per cent of its territory and drove nore than
a mllion Azerbaijanis fromtheir homes. The illegal deliveries to the Republic
of Armenia are also in flagrant violation of the provisions of the Treaty on
Conventional Arned Forces in Europe and conplicate the search for ways to sol ve,
within the framework of the Treaty, the problens that exist.

Azerbaijan has urgently called upon all the States parties to the Treaty,
first of all, the Russian Federation, to take all appropriate neasures in order
to identify and renove the illegal weapons.

The Azerbaijani Republic has called upon the Republic of Armenia to bring
about a peaceful settlenent of the conflict and reject the policy of building up
its mlitary potential.

Unfortunately, to date there has been no official response on the part of
the Government of the Russian Federation

The statenent issued by the Mnistry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of
Armenia on 28 February 1997 (S/1997/179), which attenpts to accuse Azerbaij an,
wi t hout providing any proof, of commtting the very acts which indeed constitute
the essence of Arnenia's policy, is cause for astonishnent. The question
arises, as to who is preparing for war: the one who is illegally and secretly
acqui ring weapons and deploying themin the territory of a neighbouring State
occupied as a result of armed aggression, or the one who is drawi ng the
attention of the world community to those illegal actions?

The incidents that were nmade public by Aman Tul eev are by far not the only
ones and, as is denonstrated by the reaction of officials in Yerevan, not the
last indication of Armenia' s ongoing mlitary preparati ons ai ned at expandi ng
its mlitary potential and consolidating the results of its armed aggression
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According to reliable informati on obtai ned by the Azerbaijani Republic,
Armeni a possesses mssile systens with a 300-kilonetre range and a nucl ear -
strike capability. 1In order to acquire practical experience in the technica
mai nt enance and use of these mssiles, 20 servicenen fromthe armed forces of
the Republic of Arnenia, whose nanes are al so known to the Azerbaijani side,
were trained at one of the training bases of the Mnistry of Defence of the
Russi an Federation in the vicinity of Mdscow in Kapustin Yar. Al though further
such facts could be cited, what has already been stated denpnstrates with
sufficient eloquence, that Arnmenia is continuing to develop its mlitary
potential in order to prepare for a further cycle of aggression against the
Azerbaijani Republic.

One can only be astounded by the insincerity with which the Republic of
Armeni a declares its non-invol venent in such activities.

The M nistry of Foreign Affairs of the Azerbaijani Republic has been
authorized to state that the Azerbaijani Republic continues to be conmmtted to a
peaceful settlenent of the Armeni an-Azerbaijani conflict and is prepared for the
speedi est resunption of negotiations by the Mnsk Goup of the Organization for
Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) on the basis of the principles for a
settl enent adopted at the OSCE Lisbon Summit.

The Azerbaijani Republic expects active steps on the part of the CGovernnent
of the Russian Federation in order to halt the practice of illegal weapons
deliveries, elimnate its consequences and al so prevent the recurrence of such
acts in the future.



