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Letter dated 3 March 1997 fromthe Chargé d' affaires a.i.
of the Permanent M ssion of Arnenia to the United Nations
addressed to the Secretary-CGeneral

| have the honour to forward to you herewith the text of a statenment issued
on 3 March 1997 by the Mnistry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Arnenia.

| should be grateful if you would circulate the statenent as a document of
the General Assenbly, under item 114 (b) of the prelimnary list, and of the
Security Council.

(Signed) Movses ABELI AN
Chargé d' affaires

* A/ 52/ 50.
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ANNEX

Statenent issued on 3 March 1997 by the Mnistry of Foreign
Affairs of the Republic of Arnenia

The Azerbaijani statenment of 22 February 1997, with regard to what they
call the Khojalu event, is the nost cynical and vicious statenment ever made by
Azer bai j an.

Azerbaijan refers shanelessly to a 1992 mlitary event, where, according to
t hen- Azer bai jani President Mitalibov, the responsibility for the slaughter of
the civilian popul ation of the nostly Azeri city of Khojalu near the capita
St epanakert of Nagorny Karabakh fully falls on the Azeri opposition group, the
Azerbai jani National Front.

In the days followi ng the event, President Mutalibov, in an interviewwth
Czech journalist Dana Mazal ova published in the 2 April 1992 issue of the
Russi an newspaper N zavisi maya Gazeta, said that the mlitia of the Azerbaijani
Nati onal Front actively obstructed and actually prevented the exodus of the
| ocal popul ation through the nmountain passages specifically |left open by
Kar abakh Armenians to facilitate the flight of the civilian popul ation.

(On this matter, the Septenber 1992 report of the Hel sinki Watch
i nternational non-governmental organization quotes an Azerbaijani woman who says
that Armeni ans had notified the Azerbaijani civilian population to | eave the
town with white flags raised.) |In fact the Azerbaijani mlitia shot those who
attenpted to flee.

The hope and intention of the Azerbaijani opposition was to utilize
civilian | osses of such a magnitude to instigate a popul ar uprising against the
Baku regi me and seize the reins of power. Azerbaijan does not stop at sinply
distorting the truth. Not only does it falsely attribute its own opposition's
nercil ess slaughter of Khojalu's civilian population to Arnmenians, it brazenly
characterizes the killings as "distinctively i nhumane and cruel" and
"massacres". In so doing Azerbaijan fully conprehends that for the Arnenian
peopl e these terns unfailingly evoke nmenori es of nassacre and genocide in
Armeni ans' distant - and recent - past.

It is not coincidental that Azerbaijan has dared to nmake this statement on
the anni versary of the nmpbst bloody event of Arnenia's recent history. On
28 February 1988, when the peopl e of Nagorny Karabakh were arguing by peacefu
and constitutional neans for their right to self-determ nation, Azerbaijan
authorities organi zed and armed a nob, whi ch began pogrons agai nst Arnenians in
the Azerbaijani city of Sungait. The Sungait nassacres were foll owed by
killings and pillaging in Ganja in Novenber 1988 and Baku in January 1990.

In the spring of 1991, the very |leaders of the current Azerbaijani regine,
assisted by the Soviet Arny, organized the depopul ati on of the Arnenian regions
of Northern Artzakh, and the deportation of the Armeni an popul ati on of Nagorny
Kar abakh and the surrounding 24 regions. Helsinki Watch, in the above-nentioned
report, testifies that "these events were intended to exacerbate the fear and
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horror of ethnic Armenians in other parts of Azerbaijan" and lead to the
deportation and ethnic cleansing of nore than 600, 000 Arneni ans.

These atrocities were followed by a cycle of |arge-scale Azerbaijan
mlitary of fensives and operations designed to produce a nmlitary solution to
the conflict by annihilating the popul ati on of Nagorny Karabakh

Al t hough such acts have all taken place in the |ast decades of the
twentieth century, the people of Nagorny Karabakh experienced a simlar fate

during the first two decades of this century as well. The massacres and pogrons
of 1905 in Baku, and 1918 and 1920 in Shushi, where the entire city of Shush
was burned and its whol e popul ation was anni hilated, are still vivid menories.

Therefore, this statenment can only be seen as a crude, gross violation of
the nornms and principles of international law. Wile fostering an aggressive
and exclusive nationalism Azerbaijan blatantly pronbtes and incites ethnic
hatred towards the popul ati on of Nagorny Karabakh, with whomit continuously
clainms it can peacefully and harnmoniously live together. Further, Azerbaijan
proclains it can guarantee Karabakh's security and peaceful existence, even
while it advances distrust and enmty by fal sely accusing Arnmeni ans and
callously misrepresenting its own role and responsibility in recent events.

The M nistry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Arnmenia once
again reiterates the warni ng sounded by the President of Arnenia,
Levon Ter-Petrossian, during the Lisbon summit of the Organization for Security
and Cooperation in Europe, that, in the event of inposed Azerbaijani rule on
Nagor ny Karabakh, the people of Nagorny Karabakh will face the threat of
genoci de.



