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Letter dated 3 March 1997 fromthe Chargé d' affaires a.i.
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| have the honour to forward to you herewith the text of a statenment issued
on 28 February 1997 by the Mnistry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of
Ar meni a.

| should be grateful if you would circulate the statenent as a document of
the General Assenbly, under item 71 of the prelimnary list, and of the Security
Counci | .

(Signed) Movses ABELI AN
Chargé d' affaires
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ANNEX

Statenent issued on 28 February 1997 by the Mnistry
of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Arnenia

During the | ast week, Azerbaijan has been circulating statements with
regard to so-called illegal transfer of arms to Arnenia. In its statenents
Azerbaijan relies exclusively on the unofficial information provided by M nister
Aman Tul eyev of the Russian Federation. This information has not been confirned
by any of the interested parties. As is known, the State Dunma of the Russian
Federati on has opened an investigation into the matter

The Mnistry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Arnmenia regrets that
Azer bai j an, once more, has succunbed to the tenptation of exploiting any
opportunity in pursuit of its political goals. The Mnistry is concerned by the
Azerbaijani attitude and is inclined to assess it as Azerbaijan's intention to
deviate fromnegotiati ons and enbark on the path of military adventurism

The M nistry would like to note that, since the establishment of the
ceasefire in the Nagorny Karabakh conflict, Azerbaijan has been consistently
violating the letter and the spirit of the ceasefire agreenent, the resolutions
of the United Nations Security Council and the decisions of the Organization for
Security and Cooperation in Europe.

During 1993- 1995, Azerbaijan purchased from Ukraine 150 battle tanks in
three shipnents, and 10 conbat aircraft. Azerbaijan has notified the nenber
States of the Treaty on Conventional Arned Forces in Europe about these
purchases through its notes dated 3 Novenber 1993 and 12 Decenber 1993 and two
notes dated 26 April 1994.

In addition to the above-nentioned armtransfers, according to our
information fromreliable sources, during the sane period Azerbaijan purchased
12 MG 21, 4 SU- 15 and 2 SU- 25 conbat aircraft, and 100 T-55 battle tanks, about
whi ch the Treaty community was not notified. 1In the spring of 1994, a large
quantity of spare parts for T-62 battle tanks were transported to Azerbaijan on
a special flight. In late 1995, Azerbaijan acquired, through the KOFI SA firm
sem -active | aser-gui ded GANKAB-500L air bombs and surface-to-air anti-radar
Kh-25M. and Kh-29L missiles. |In 1996, 2,600 BM 21 missiles were al so shipped to
Azer bai j an.

According to our information, Azerbaijan has already entered into an
agreenent to receive an additional 8 SU 24 conbat aircraft, and 18 aircraft
engines. Azerbaijan will also receive nmissiles for the Uagan mssile
| aunchers. A large nunber of foreign experts and technicians are involved in
the operations of the Azerbaijani No. 102 tank and No. 307 helicopter engine
factories. They also plan to start joint production of engines for surface-to-
surface guided mssiles, turbo jet engines for aircraft and Or-5600 and TI P- 9600
radi o stations.

Azerbaijan is also in serious non-conpliance and violation of the
provisions of the Treaty on Conventional Armed Forces in Europe. According to
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its notifications and annual exchange of military information as at

1 January 1997, Azerbaijan significantly exceeds its notified maxi mumlevels for
hol dings in three categories of the equipnment limted by the Treaty (battle
tanks, arnoured conbat vehicles and artillery units). 1In the battle tank
category, it holds 285 units against the 220 permitted; in the arnmoured conbat
vehi cl e category 785 against 220; and in artillery 336 units agai nst 285.

Along with this, the destabilizing accunul ation of forces by Azerbaijan in
Nakhi chevan is also of concern. |In the arnoured conbat vehicle category al one,
428 out of its 785 units, plus the 107 vehicles at the disposal of Interior
Mnistry forces, are stationed on the territory of the Nakhi chevan republi c.
This is despite the limt of 220 as the maxi mum | evel for arnoured conbat
vehicle holdings for the entire Azerbaijani territory. There is additiona
dest abi i zi ng accumul ati on of forces along the contact |ine between Nagorny
Kar abakh and Azerbaijan, particularly at two centres, G anja and Kurdamr.

The exploitation of the unsubstantiated facts of Mnister Tul eyev's
statenent by a country with these kinds of gross violation is a matter for
serious concern.

The M nistry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Armenia qualifies this

nost recent Azerbaijani nove as a preparatory canpaign to justify its plans for
amlitary solution to the Nagorny Karabakh conflict.



