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Identical letters dated 3 March 1997 fromthe Pernanent

Representative of Indonesia to the United Nations

addressed to the Secretary-CGeneral and to the President
of the Security Council

I have the honour to forward to you herewith the text of a statenent
adopted by the Islamc Goup at its neeting held today, Mnday, 3 March 1997, at
United Nations Headquarters (see annex). The Islanmic Goup net to consider the
| at est devel opnments in East Jerusalemfollow ng the decision by the Governnent
of Israel on 26 February 1997 to build a new settlenent in Jabal abu Ghneimin
East Jerusalemin violation of the relevant resolutions of the Security Council
and the CGeneral Assenbly, as well as of the Declaration of Principles and the
subsequent agreenents.

| would appreciate it if you would have the present letter and its annex
circulated as a docunment of the fifty-first session of the General Assenbly,
under agenda itens 33, 35 and 85, and of the Security Council.

(Signed) Nugroho W SNUMURTI
Anbassador
Per manent Representative
Chairman of the Islamc Goup
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ANNEX
Statenent issued on 3 March 1997 by the Islam c G oup
of the Organization of the |Islanic Conference
1. The Islamic Goup of the Organization of the Islanm c Conference net on

3 March 1997 at the ambassadorial |evel at United Nations Headquarters at the
request of the del egation of Pal estine.

2. The Islamic Goup reiterated the earlier resolutions of the O ganization of
the Islam c Conference on the question of Palestine, the Cty of Al -Quds
Al -Sharif and the Arab-Israeli conflict.

3. The Islam c Goup expressed deep concern over recent illegal neasures taken
by Israel, inter alia, the building of settlements in the occupi ed Pal estini an
territories, including Jerusalem and the occupied Syrian Arab Golan. 1In this

regard, the Group expressed particul ar concern over the Israeli decision on

26 February 1997 to build a new settlenent in Jabal abu Ghneimin East

Jerusal em which constitutes the latest attenpt by Israel at pre-enpting the

out come of the negotiations on final status by changing the | egal status and
denogr aphi ¢ conposition of Jerusalem- a city which is of central inportance to
the Arab world and the world of Islam the three major religions, as well as the

i nternational community in general. The Israeli decision violates the rel evant
resolutions of the Security Council and the General Assenbly, as well as the
Decl aration of Principles and the subsequent agreenents. |t therefore threatens

to underm ne the progress which has been achieved in the Mddl e East peace
process.

4. The Islamic Group called on the international community, including the
Security Council, to take urgent steps to ensure that the Governnent of Israe
reverses its decision and renounces any settlenment activity in the Arab occupied
territories, in particular East Jerusal em

5. The Islamic Group decided to remain seized of the matter



