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REQUESTS FOR EXTENSI ON OF PROVI SI ONAL MEMBERSH P

1. The Agreenent relating to the Inplenentation of Part Xl of the United
Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea of 10 Decenber 1982 (hereafter referred
to as "the Agreenent") entered into force on 28 July 1996. According to the
Agreenent, the nmenbership in the Authority of those States and entities which
have been applying it provisionally in accordance with its article 7 terminates
upon entry into force of the Agreenment, unless it is extended as provided for in
t he Agreenent.

2. Under paragraph 12 (a) of section 1 of the annex to the Agreenent, the
Counci| may, upon the request of the State or entity concerned, extend
nenbership of the Authority on a provisional basis for a further period or

peri ods not exceeding two years provided that the Council is satisfied that the
State or entity concerned has been naking efforts in good faith to becone a
party to the Convention and the Agreenent.

3. At the resunmed second session of the Authority, held at Kingston from5 to
16 August 1996, the Assenbly, on the recommendati on of the President, decided
that, in order to facilitate participation in the neetings of the Authority by
those States which had communicated in various forms their intention to continue
i mpl ement ati on of the Agreement on a provisional basis but which had not,
following the entry into force of the Agreenent, notified the depositary in the
requi red formof such intention, it was prepared to accept that such States
shoul d continue to participate in the neetings of the Authority for that session
on a provisional basis (ISBA/AL.10, para. 3).

4. In addition, at the same session, the Council decided that those States or
entities which submit requests for an extension of nenbership on a provisiona
basi s beyond 16 Novenber 1996 prior to the next session of the Council shall be
deened to be nmenbers of the Authority on a provisional basis until the end of
the next session of the Council, at which time the Council will deliberate on
such request (I1SBA/C/3, para. 3). Such requests should be subnitted to the
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Secretary-General of the Authority. At the request of the Council, the
Secretary-General also circulated, on 27 August 1996, to those States and
entities which, prior toits entry into force, had been applying the Agreenent
provisionally, a letter bringing to their attention the requirenents contained
in paragraph 12 (a) of section 1 of the annex to the Agreenment concerning the
continuation of participation on a provisional basis after 16 Novenber 1996

5. As of 25 February 1997, 14 States and one entity had submitted requests to
extend nenbership on a provisional basis beyond 16 Novenber 1996. They are:

Bel arus, Bel gium Chile, European Community, Gabon, Lao People's Denocratic
Republ i c, Myzanbi que, Pol and, Qatar, Russian Federation, Sol onon |slands,
Switzerland, Wkraine, United Arab Emrates and United Kingdomof Great Britain
and Northern Ireland. The text of the requests appears in the annex to the
present docunent.
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Annex

BELARUS
[Original: English]
Not e verbale dated 25 Septenber 1996 fromthe Pernanent M Ssion

of the Republic of Belarus to the United Nations addressed to
the International Seabed Authority

The Permanent M ssion of the Republic of Belarus to the United Nations
presents its conpliments to the Council of the International Seabed Authority
and has the honour to submt a request of the Republic of Belarus for an
extension of its nenbership in the Authority on a provisional basis beyond
16 Novenber 1996 for the period of two years.

BELGE UM
[Oiginal: French]
Letter fromthe Mnister for Foreign Affairs of Bel gium

addressed to the Secretary-CGeneral of the Internationa
Seabed Authority

I have the honour to confirmthat Belgiumw shes to extend its status as a
menber on a provisional basis of the International Seabed Authority beyond
16 Novenber 1996, to 16 Novenber 1998 at the |atest.

Bel gium has initiated, and is actively pursuing, the internal procedures
for the ratification of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea of
10 Decenber 1982.

Bel gi um requests the Council of the International Seabed Authority to grant
it the benefit of the application of section 1, paragraph 12 (a), of the annex
to the Agreenent relating to the Inplenentation of Part Xl of the United Nations
Convention on the Law of the Sea of 10 Decenber 1982.

(Signed) Erik DERYCKE
M nister for Foreign Affairs
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CH LE
[Oiginal: Spanish]
Letter dated 16 Cctober 1996 fromthe Mnister for Foreign

Affairs of Chile addressed to the Secretary-General of the
International Seabed Authority

| have the honour to refer to the Agreenent relating to the Inplenmentation
of Part XI of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, and in
particular to section 1, paragraph 12 (a), whereby the Council of the Authority
is empowered to extend the menbership of States or entities which are nmenbers of
the Authority on a provisional basis.

In relation to the foregoing, and on behalf of ny country, | request the
Council of the International Seabed Authority to extend Chile's status as a
menber on a provisional basis for two years from 16 Novenber 1996, the date on
whi ch that nenbership expires

(Signed) José M guel | NSULZA
M nister for Foreign Affairs
EUROPEAN COMMUNI TY
[Original: English]
Letter dated 11 Novenber 1996 fromthe Council of the European

Uni on addressed to the Secretary-General of the Internationa
Seabed Authority

Wth reference to paragraph 12 (a) of section 1 of the Appendix to the
Agreenent relating to the Inplenentation of Part XI of the United Nations
Convention on the Law of the Sea of 10 Decenber 1982 and to your letter to
M. Van den Broek of 27 August 1996, | would ask you to submt to the Council of
the Authority the European Comunity's request for extension of its provisiona
menbershi p of the International Seabed Authority beyond 16 Novenber 1996, for a
peri od of two years.

The European Community would like to informthe Council of the Authority
that the conditions laid down in article 3 of Annex I X to the Convention for
formal confirmation of its signature have only recently been fulfilled and that
the Conmunity renains resolved to conclude the Convention and the Agreenent as
soon as the necessary procedures to that end have been conpl et ed.

(Signed) R QU NN
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GABON
[Oiginal: French]
Letter dated 21 Cctober 1996 fromthe Mnister of State, Mnister

for Foreign Affairs and Cooperation of Gabon addressed to the
Secretary-Ceneral of the International Seabed Authority

Wth reference to the decisions of the Assenbly and the Council of the
I nternational Seabed Authority of August 1996, | have the honour to informyou
officially by this note that Gabon, in accordance with the possibility offered
toit, wishes to continue to be a nmenber on a provisional basis of the United
Nat i ons Convention on the Law of the Sea, signed on 10 Decenber 1982 at Mbontego
Bay.

Gabon, which al so signed the Agreement relating to the Inplenentation of
Part Xl of the Convention hereby wi shes to confirmits comitnment to the United
Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea; the process for ratification of the
Convention is well advanced, and has been deferred until the forthcom ng
resunption of the National Assenbly and installation of the Senate of the
Gabonese Republic.

It isinthis spirit that we stressed our interest in the Convention by
nmaki ng a favourabl e reference to the International Seabed Authority in our
statenent to the General Assenbly at its fifty-first session

We should therefore be grateful if you would take into account our w sh
expressed here.

(Signed) Casimr OYE MBA
M nister of State, Mnister for
Foreign Affairs and Cooperation

LAO PECPLE S DEMOCRATI C REPUBLI C
[Original: English]
Letter dated 2 Novenber 1996 fromthe Mnister for Foreign

Affairs of the Lao People's Denocratic Republic addressed
to the Secretary-Ceneral of the International Seabed

Authority

Wth reference to your letter dated 27 August 1996 | have the honour to
notify you that the Lao People's Denocratic Republic is a signatory party to the
Agreenent relating to the Inplenentation of Part XI of the United Nations
Convention on the Law of the Sea of 10 Decenber 1982 and would like to submt ny
request to you to extend the nenbership of the said Authority beyond
16 Novenber 1996 for a further period.
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| hope that my request should be positively considered.
(Signed) Somsavat LENGSAVAD
M nister for Foreign Affairs
MOZAMBI QUE
[Original: English]
Letter dated 3 Cctober 1996 fromthe Permanent Representative of

Mbzanmbi que to the United Nations addressed to the Secretariat of
the International Seabed Authority

I have the honour to refer to the Agreenent relating to the Inplenmentation
of Part XI of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea of
10 Decenber 1982 and in particular to paragraph 12 (a) of section 1 of the annex
thereto and to informyou that the Government of the Republic of Myzanbi que
woul d I'ike to request the Council of the International Seabed Authority [that
its menbership be extended provisionally] for a period of two years from
16 Novenber 1996

I have al so the honour to informyou that the necessary procedures to
ratify the Convention are currently under way in accordance with our nationa
Constitution, but may not be conpleted before the expiry of our provisiona
nenbership in the Authority on 16 Novenber 1996.

(Signed) Carlos DOS SANTCS
Anbassador and Per manent
Representati ve

POLAND
[Original: English]
Letter dated 13 August 1996 fromthe Mnister for Foreign

Affairs of the Republic of Poland addressed to the Counci
of the International Seabed Authority

In accordance with section 1, paragraph 12 (a), of the Annex to the
Agreenent relating to the Inplenentation of Part XI of the United Nations
Convention on the Law of the Sea of 10 Decenber 1982 and further to the
notification by the Governnent of the Republic of Poland of the intention to
participate as a nmenber in the International Seabed Authority, on a provisiona
basis, dated 25 July 1996, | have the honour to request the Council to extend
t he menbership of Poland in the Authority beyond 16 Novenber 1996 for the period
of two years.

(Signed) Dariusz ROSATI
M nister for Foreign Affairs
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QATAR
[Original: English]
Note verbal e dated 24 February 1997 fromthe Pernanent M ssion

of Catar to the United Nations addressed to the Internationa
Seabed Authority

The Permanent M ssion of the State of Qatar to the United Nations presents
its conplinents to the International Seabed Authority and has the honour to
notify that the State of Qatar wi shes to continue its provisional nenbership of
the International Seabed Authority for a period of two years starting
16 Novenber 1996

RUSSI AN FEDERATI ON
[Oiginal: English]
Note verbal e dated 16 Septenber 1996 fromthe Enbassy of the

Russi an Federation in Jannica addressed to the Secretary-
Ceneral of the International Seabed Authority

The Enbassy of the Russian Federation in Janaica presents its conpliments
to the Secretary-General of the International Seabed Authority and, referring to
section 1, paragraph 12 (a), of the annex to the Agreenent relating to the
| mpl enentation of Part XI of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea
of 10 Decenber 1982, in conformty with instructions has the honour to request
the Council of the International Seabed Authority to extend the provisiona
menbershi p of the Russian Federation in the Authority for one year after
16 Novenber 1996. The Enbassy would like to note that the Russian Federation
has been applying the Agreement on a provisional basis since 5 January 1995 and
that at present a draft law on ratification of the 1982 Convention by the
Russi an Federation is under consideration in the national Federal Assenbly.

SOLOVON | SLANDS
[Oiginal: English]
Note verbale dated 12 February 1997 fromthe Pernanent M ssion

of Solonon Islands to the United Nations addressed to the
Secretary-Ceneral of the International Seabed Authority

The Permanent M ssion of Sol onon Islands to the United Nations presents its
conpliments to the Secretary-General of the International Seabed Authority and
has the honour to refer to the Agreenment relating to the Inplenmentation of
Part XI of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea of
10 Decenber 1982, adopted by the CGeneral Assenbly on 28 July 1994, and in
particular to paragraph 12 (a) of section 1 of the annex thereto.
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Sol onon | sl ands requests that the Council of the Authority extend Sol onon
I sl ands' provisional nenbership of the Authority for a period of two years, from
16 Novenber 1996. Sol onon |slands has applied the Agreement provisionally as of
February 1995 pending its entry into force for Solonmon |slands. The Governnent
of Solonon Islands remains committed to the ratification of the 1982 Convention
but unfortunately, the necessary internal procedures to enable Sol onon |sl ands
to ratify have not yet been conpleted. Solonon |slands wishes to informthe
Council and the Authority that it will continue to nake good-faith efforts to
becone a party to the Convention and the Agreenent.

SW TZERLAND
[Oiginal: French]
Letter dated 16 Cctober 1996 fromthe Permanent Qoserver

M ssion of Switzerland to the United Nati ons addressed
to the Secretary-Ceneral of the International Seabed

Authority

On 16 Novenber 1996, Switzerland's status as a nmenber, on a provisiona
basis, of the International Seabed Authority will cone to an end, unless it
requests an extension.

| have the honour to request the Council of the Authority that the status
of Switzerland as a nenber of the Authority on a provisional basis should be
extended for two years. This extension is justified, in the view of the Sw ss
authorities, by the fact that Switzerland intends to ratify the Conventi on soon
and, to that end, will send a nessage to Parlianent, at the begi nning of 1997
with a view to approval of the Convention. Once the nessage has been sent, the
procedure for parlianentary approval and ratification will take at |east one
year.

(Signed) Lucius CAFLI SCH

Jurisconsult, Federal Departnent
of Foreign Affairs

UKRAI NE
[Original: English]
Letter dated 15 Novenber 1996 fromthe Mnister for Foreign

Affairs of Ukraine addressed to the Secretary-CGeneral of
the International Seabed Authority

| have the honour to informyou that Ukraine, in accordance with the
provi sions of paragraph 12 (a) of section 1 of the annex to the Agreenent
relating to the Inplenentation of Part Xl of the United Nations Convention on
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the Law of the Sea, is mamintaining, until 16 Novenber 1997, its nenbership in
the International Seabed Authority on a provisional basis.

(Signed) Gennadi UDOVENKO
M nister for Foreign Affairs

UNI TED ARAB EM RATES
[Original: Arabic]
Letter dated 31 Cctober 1996 fromthe Permanent Representative

of the United Arab Emrates to the United Nations addressed to
the Secretary-CGeneral of the International Seabed Authority

| have the honour to refer to the Agreenent relating to the Inplenmentation
of Part XI of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea of
10 Decenber 1982, which entered into force on 28 July 1996.

| should like to informyou that the Governnment of the United Arab Emirates
would Iike to maintain its provisional nmenbership in the International Seabed
Authority until 16 Novenber 1998 on the understanding that it will continue to
make efforts in good faith to neet the | egal and technical requirenents to
beconme a party to the Convention and to the Agreenent relating to the
| mpl enentation of Part XI of the Convention.

(Signed) Mhanmmad J. SAVHAN
Anbassador and Per manent
Representative

UNI TED KI NGDOM OF GREAT BRI TAI N AND NORTHERN | RELAND
[Original: English]

Letter dated 4 Novenber 1996 fromthe Secretary of State for

Foreign and Compnwealth Affairs of the United Ki ngdom

addressed to the Secretary-CGeneral of the International
Seabed Authority

| have the honour to refer to the Agreenent relating to the Inplementation
of Part XI of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea of
10 Decenber 1982, adopted by the CGeneral Assenbly on 28 July 1994, and in
particular to paragraph 12 (a) of section 1 of the annex thereto.

On behal f of the Governnent of the United Kingdomof Geat Britain and
Northern Ireland, | hereby request the Council of the International Seabed
Authority to extend the United Kingdoms provisional nenbership of the
I nternational Seabed Authority for a period of one year from 16 Novenber 1996.
In this connection | wish to assure you that the Government of the United
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Ki ngdom considers that the long-terminterests of the United Kingdomw || be
best served by accession to the Convention.

(Signed) Robin KEALY
Secretary of State for Foreign
and Commonweal th Affairs



