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Letter dated 24 February 1997 fromthe Permanent
Representative of Azerbaijan to the United
Nations addressed to the Secretary-CGenera

| have the honour to transmit herewith the text of a statenent adopted by
the Mnistry of Foreign Affairs of Azerbaijan on 22 February 1997 in connection
with the fifth anniversary of the genocide perpetrated by Arnmenian forces in the
Azerbaijani town of Khodjaly on 26 February 1992 (see annex).

| should be grateful if you would have the text of this letter and its
annex circul ated as a docunment of the fifty-second session of the Genera
Assenbly, under item 114 (b) of the prelimnary list, and of the Security
Counci |

(Signed) Eldar KOULIEV
Per manent Representative

* A/ 52/50.
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ANNEX
[Oiginal: Russian]

Statenent i ssued on 22 February 1997 by the Mnistry of
Foreign Affairs of Azerbaijan

W will soon be marking a tragic date: the fifth anniversary of the
nmonstrous sl aughter of the peaceful inhabitants of Khodjaly by Arnenian
national i sts.

The barbarous act perpetrated in Khodjaly can rightfully be called genocide
agai nst the Azerbaijani people and can be conpared to other simlar crines
agai nst humanity in this century, such as the nass extermnation of civilians
that took place in Lidice, O adour-sur-d ane and Babi Yar

On the night of 25/26 February 1992, bands of so-called "advocates of the
sel f-determ nati on of the Arnenian popul ation and the independence of Nagorny
Kar abakh", ai ded by foreign nercenaries and supported by the 366th regi nent of
the Soviet Arny, razed a town with a predom nantly Azerbaijani population, in
whi ch Meskhetian Turks, expelled fromtheir hones, had found refuge. As a
result of that tragic night, according to informati on from Hel si nki Watch, an
i nternational non-governnental organization, approxinmately 800 civilians,

i ncluding ol d people, wonen and children, were nmurdered, 421 wounded, nore than
180 unaccounted for and over 500 taken host age.

The Arnenian nationalists were particularly inhumane and used refined
net hods of cruelty in dealing with their victins, which is attested by signs of
desecration of the victins' bodies, looting and the presence in the surrounding
forests of the frozen bodies of many ol d people, wonen and children who, unable
to break through the encirclenent, fell victimto anbushes organi zed by the
Arneni ans.

At the present tine, after the Lisbon Summt, at which all States nenbers
of the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) - except
Arnmenia - adopted the basic principles for a settlenment of the Arnenian-
Azerbaijani conflict, the Armenian side refuses to adhere to these principles,
claimng that they jeopardize the safety of the Armeni an popul ati on of Nagorny
Karabakh and citing the possibility of future acts of genoci de agai nst Arneni ans
by Azerbaijanis. |In the light of the genocide perpetrated by Arnenian
nationalists in Khodjaly, such fabrications are bl asphenous and are intended to
hoodwi nk the international comunity.

The Azerbaijani Republic advocates a political settlenment of the Arnenian-
Azerbaijani conflict and today, on the day of renmenbrance of the victins of
Khodj aly, calls upon all parties involved in the conflict, as well as the
countries participating as nediators in the settlenment, to pursue constructive
negotiations within the framework of the M nsk Conference of OSCE on the basis
of the principles for a settlenment that were proposed by the Chairman-in-Ofice
of OSCE and supported at the OSCE Lisbon Summt, and to show the goodw || needed
to achieve a speedy end to the conflict and to overcone all its tragic
consequences.



