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51/ 87. Ef fective inplenentation of internationa
instrunents on human rights, including

reporting obligations under internationa
instrunents on human rights

The Ceneral Assenbly,

Recalling its resolution 50/170 of 22 Decenber 1995, as well as other
rel evant resol utions,

Recalling al so the rel evant paragraphs of the Vienna Decl aration and
Programe of Action, adopted by the Wrld Conference on Human Ri ghts on
25 June 1993,°

Reaffirm ng that the full and effective inplenmentation of United Nations
human rights instruments is of major inportance to the efforts of the
Organi zation, pursuant to the Charter of the United Nations and the Universa
Decl aration of Human Rights,2 to pronote universal respect for and observance
of human rights and fundanental freedons,

Considering that the effective functioning of the treaty bodies
est abl i shed pursuant to United Nations human rights instruments is
i ndi spensable for the full and effective inplenmentation of such instrunents,

1 A/ CONF. 157/ 24 (Part 1), chap. I1I1I.
2 Resolution 217 A (II1).
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Consci ous of the inportance of the coordination of the human rights
promotion and protection activities of the United Nations bodies active in the
field of human rights,

Noting with appreciation the initiatives taken by a nunber of treaty
bodi es to el aborate early-warni ng neasures and urgent procedures, within their
mandates, with a view to preventing the occurrence, or reoccurrence, of
serious human rights violations,

Expressing concern that the underresourcing of the Centre for Human
Rights of the Secretariat is one inpedinent to the treaty bodies in their
ability to carry out their mandates effectively,

Reaffirmng its responsibility to ensure the effective functioning of
treaty bodies, and reaffirmng al so the inportance of:

(a) Ensuring the effective functioning of the periodic reporting by
States parties to these instrunents;

(b) Securing sufficient financial, human and information resources to
overcome existing difficulties with their effective functioning;

(c) Promoting greater efficiency and effectiveness through better
coordination of the activities of the United Nations bodies active in the
field of human rights, taking into account the need to avoi d unnecessary
duplication and overl apping of their mandates and tasks;

(d) Addr essi ng questions of both reporting obligations and financia
i mpl i cations whenever el aborating any further instrunents on human rights,

Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General,?

1. Wl cones the report of the persons chairing the human rights
treaty bodies on their seventh nmeeting, held at Geneva from 16 to
20 Septenber 1996, * and takes note of their conclusions and reconmendati ons;

2. Encourages greater efforts to identify neasures for nore effective
i npl enentati on of the United Nations human rights instruments;

3. Enphasi zes the need to ensure financing and adequate staff and
i nformati on resources for the operations of the treaty bodies, and with this
in mnd:

(a) Reiterates its request that the Secretary-General provide adequate
resources in respect of each treaty body;

(b) Call's upon the Secretary-Ceneral to nake the nost efficient use of
exi sting resources and to seek the resources necessary to give the treaty
bodi es adequat e adm ni strative support, access to technical expertise and
access to appropriate databases and on-line information services;

3 A/ 51/ 425.

4 A 51/482, annex.
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(c) Requests that the Secretary-Ceneral report on this question to the
Conmmi ssion on Human Rights at its fifty-third session and to the Genera
Assenbly at its fifty-second session

4. Wl cones the continuing efforts by the treaty bodies and the
Secretary-General ained at streamlining, rationalizing, rendering nore
transparent and ot herw se inproving reporting procedures, and urges the treaty
bodi es and the neetings of persons chairing the treaty bodies to continue to
exam ne ways of reducing the duplication of reporting required under the
different instruments, without inpairing the quality of reporting, and of
general |y reducing the reporting burden on Menmber States;

5. Requests the Secretary-Ceneral to prepare a detailed analytica
study conparing the provisions of the International Covenant on Economi c,
Social and Cultural Rights,® the International Covenant on Cvil and Politica
Ri ghts,® the International Convention on the Elimnation of All Forns of
Raci al Discrimnation,® the Convention on the Elinmination of All Forns of
Di scrim nati on agai nst Wonen,” the Convention on the Rights of the Child® and
t he Convention against Torture and QG her Cruel, Inhuman or Degradi ng Treat nment
or Punishnent,® with a viewto identifying duplication of reporting required
under these instrunents;

6. Requests the United Nations H gh Comm ssioner for Human Rights, in
accordance with his nandate, to encourage the independent expert to finalize
his interimreport on p055|ble | ong-term approaches to enhancing the effective
operation of the human rights treaty system in tine for the final report to
be consi dered by the Conm ssion on Human Rights, as requested by the Genera
Assenbly in its resolution 48/ 120 of 20 Decenber 1993, at its fifty-third
sessi on;

7. Urges States parties to contribute, individually and through
meetings of States parties, to identifying and inplenenting ways of further
stream i ning, rationalizing, avoiding duplication in and otherw se inproving
reporting procedures;

8. Expresses concern about the increasing backlog of reports on the
i npl enentation by States parties of United Nations instruments on human rights
and about delays in consideration of reports by the treaty bodies;

9. Al so expresses concern about the | arge nunber of overdue reports
under the United Nations instrunents on human rights, and again urges States
parties to make every effort to nmeet their reporting obligations;

5 See resol ution 2200 A (XXl), annex.
5 Resol ution 2106 A (XX), annex.

” Resol ution 34/180, annex.

8 Resol ution 44/25, annex.

® Resol ution 39/46, annex.

10 A/ CONF. 157/ PC/ 62/ Add. 11/ Rev. 1.
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10. Invites States parties that have been unable to conply with the
requirenents to submt their initial report to avail thenselves of technica
assi stance;

11. Requests the United Nations H gh Comm ssioner for Human Rights to
ensure that the revised Manual on Human Rights Reporting is available in all
of ficial |anguages at the earliest opportunity;

12. Encourages the efforts of the treaty bodies to exam ne the
progress made in achieving the fulfilment of human rights treaty undert aki ngs
by all States parties, w thout exception

13. Urges States parties to address, as a matter of priority, at their
next schedul ed neetings, the issue of States parties consistently not
conplying with their reporting obligations;

14. Urges all States parties whose reports have been exam ned by
treaty bodies to provide adequate followup to the observations and fina
comments of the treaty bodies on their reports;

15. Encourages the treaty bodies to continue to identify specific
possibilities for technical assistance, to be provided at the request of the
State concerned, in the regular course of their work of review ng the periodic
reports of States parties;

16. Wl cones the recommendation by the meeting of persons chairing the
treaty bodies that treaty bodies urge each State party to translate, publish
and nake widely available in its territory the full text of the concl uding
observations on its reports to the treaty bodies, and requests the United
Nat i ons H gh Conm ssioner for Human Rights to nmake every effort to ensure that
recent reports and the summary records of comrttee discussions pertaining to
them as well as concluding observations and final coments of the treaty
bodi es, are nade available in the United Nations information centres in the
countries submtting those reports;

17. Al so wel cones the contribution to the work of the treaty bodies
made by the specialized agencies and other United Nations bodies, and invites
t he specialized agencies, other United Nations bodies and the treaty bodies to
continue to pursue further cooperation between them

18. Furt her wel cones the recomendati on of the persons chairing the
treaty bodies that efforts continue to be made to enhance coordi nati on and
cooperation between the treaty bodi es and the special rapporteurs,
representatives, experts and working groups of the Comm ssion on Human Ri ghts
and the Subconmi ssion on Prevention of Discrimnation and Protection of
Mnorities;*

19. Recogni zes the inportant role played by non-governnenta
organi zations in the effective inplenentation of all human rights instrunents,
and encour ages the exchange of information between the treaty bodi es and such
or gani zati ons;

11 A/ 51/ 482, annex, para. 53.
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20. Recalls, with regard to the election of the nenbers of the treaty
bodi es, the inportance of giving consideration to equitable geographic
di stribution of menbership and to the representation of the principal |ega
systens, and of bearing in mnd that the nmenbers shall be el ected and shal
serve in their personal capacity and be of high noral character and recognized
competence in the field of human rights;

21. Encour ages the Econom ¢ and Social Council, as well as its
functional comm ssions and their subsidiary bodies, and other United Nations
bodi es and the specialized agencies to consider the feasibility of
participation by representatives of the treaty bodies in their neetings;

22. Wl cones the continuing enphasis by the persons chairing the
treaty bodies that the enjoynment of the human rights of wonmen should be
nmoni tored cl osely by each treaty body within the purview of its mandate, and
in this regard endorses the recommendati on by the neeting of the persons
chairing the treaty bodies that each treaty body should continue to consider
how it m ght nost effectively incorporate gender perspectives in its work
practices; '?

23. Al so wel conmes all appropriate measures the treaty bodi es may take,
within their mandates, in response to situations of massive human rights
viol ations, including bringing those violations to the attention of the United
Nat i ons H gh Conm ssioner for Human Rights, the Secretary-General and the
conpetent bodies of the United Nations in the field of human rights, and
requests the Hi gh Commi ssioner, acting within his mandate, to coordi nate and
consult throughout the United Nations systemin this regard;

24. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the General Assenbly
at its fifty-second session on nmeasures taken to inplenent the present
resol ution and on obstacles to its inplenmentation

25. Decides to continue giving priority consideration, at its fifty-
second session, to the conclusions and reconmendati ons of the neetings of
persons chairing treaty bodies, in the light of the deliberations of the
Conmi ssi on on Human Rights, under the itementitled "Human rights questi ons”

82nd plenary neeting

12 Decenber 1996

2 | bid., para. 60.



